
 

 

Without Without Without Without moral moral moral moral visionvisionvisionvision    
Bruce DuncanBruce DuncanBruce DuncanBruce Duncan    

What the world needs now, according to leading 
economists, is renewed moral vision. In The Price of 
Civilisation: Economics & Ethics after the Fall, Jeffrey 
Sachs blames the financial disaster on a ‘moral crisis’ of 
greed and hubris among US elites. He insists that 
capitalism will not survive without ‘prosperity, social 
justice, and environmental sustainability’. 

Another 
leading 
economist, 
Joseph 
Stiglitz, has 
blamed the 
same 
neoliberal 
ideology that 
blinded so 
many to 
economic 
realities and 
was used as a 
disguise for 
self-interest 
and irresponsible plundering of the global commons. 

Again world markets are in peril as Europe struggles to 
contain another economic disaster, but this time with 
greatly reduced ability to respond to crises. 

Suddenly, moral issues are seen as being at the heart of 
our current dilemmas. This is nothing new for those 
animated by Christian social traditions, of course; what is 
new is that many people have become aware that much 
economics has long discounted moral aspects in the belief 
that the market displaced ethics. There has been a moral 
black hole at the centre of much economic activity. 

Many voices are now calling for a sound moral foundation 
for our economic and social policies. Social Policy 
Connections developed to help meet this need, to 
encourage debate, and to provide avenues for 
involvement. Especially do we draw from the social 
traditions of Christian groups and churches, in a joint 
effort to reinvigorate commitment to social justice and the 
virtues of good citizenship. 

As you can see from our website, over the last five years 
SPC has organised many forums and events, encouraged 
writers, and offered a platform for airing views. With our 
slender resources, our efforts have been very modest. We 
could do much more, but for this we need increased 
financial support. SPC spawned the Yarra Institute for 
Religion & Social Policy within the Melbourne College of 
Divinity, which has DGR tax deductibility for donors.  
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SPC does not enjoy such tax deductibility, and so 
depends on donations to pay expenses and our staff. 

Church leaders are seldom able to offer leadership on 
these social matters, and it is lay people who must make 
the running on these issues, drawing on their expertise 
and good sense. SPC offers an ecumenical forum in 
which to do this.  

A major obstacle is that advocacy groups like SPC find it 
difficult to attract donations. Many people in Australia 
give generously to service organisations, but not to 
groups campaigning for social justice. This is in contrast 
to levels of giving in the United States, for instance, 
where those who have done well are expected to give 
generously. Yet advocacy matters greatly, since improved 
policies can help not only individuals but many 
thousands of people. 

This is where we need your support. Firstly, we invite 
you to renew your membership, or to apply for 
membership if you are not already a member. 
Membership gives you an increased voice in the 
direction of SPC, as well as discounts on our 
publications. We are keeping membership at $30. 

Secondly, we invite your financial support. We are aware 
that in the current climate people’s resources may be 
stretched. However, even modest donations are 
welcome. You will find membership forms on our 
website, and details about how to donate. Or you can 
simply mail us. Help us do more. 

Major issues confront us anew, from climate change and 
sustaining the environment, growing population and the 
need  to increase food production, a new arms race with 
ever-more sophisticated weapons, poverty in Australia 
and overseas, unemployment, and economic 
restructuring. We need to deal with these issues well. 
Join us. 

Kevin Peoples Kevin Peoples Kevin Peoples Kevin Peoples     
Writing Writing Writing Writing Santamaria’s Salesman: Working for Santamaria’s Salesman: Working for Santamaria’s Salesman: Working for Santamaria’s Salesman: Working for     

the National Catholic Rural Movementthe National Catholic Rural Movementthe National Catholic Rural Movementthe National Catholic Rural Movement        

Wednesday 20 June 2012, 7:30pmWednesday 20 June 2012, 7:30pmWednesday 20 June 2012, 7:30pmWednesday 20 June 2012, 7:30pm    
The Study Centre, Yarra Theological Union,  

34 Bedford Street, Box Hill    
Entry by donation. Tea/coffee and nibbles available.    
“A remarkable book, shedding light on one of  

the most perplexing periods in our nation’s short history”,  
Bruce Duncan, in his review on the SPC website. 

SPC ForumSPC ForumSPC ForumSPC Forum    



 

 

Refocusing complex issuesRefocusing complex issuesRefocusing complex issuesRefocusing complex issues    
Editorial by Anne TuoheyEditorial by Anne TuoheyEditorial by Anne TuoheyEditorial by Anne Tuohey    

From media accounts and the word on the street, there 
appears to be widespread community dismay at the state of 
Australian politics and the lack of meaningful public debate 
on critical issues. 

Former long-standing Federal MP, Barry Jones, in The Age 
(25 February 2012) rued the lack of debate about ideas. The 
article concluded that discussion has degenerated into an 
exchange of slogans and mantras, such as “Stop the boats!”. 
When as a nation we should be coming to terms with 
extremely challenging issues such as the best global solution 
to assisting refugees seeking safe haven and how best to 
tackle climate change, these debates have been reduced, 
sadly, to simplistic opposing stances. 

Barry Jones explained that the word ‘because’ seems to have 
fallen out of the political vocabulary. There is now a 
perceived lack of necessity to expand and justify a  

particular view or course of action, even on very complex 
issues. A related article on the same day by James Button 
further asks whether ‘the information age’ is to blame for 
deterioration in the quality of public commentary. Are we 
all so seduced by the ten-second grab that we can no longer 
spend time examining an issue closely in all its complexity? 

Amidst all this gloom, however, many are striving to regain 
focus on the big picture for Australia in relation to global 
and local events. Young Australians – and some older folk 
– are adept at using social media to engage purposefully in 
debates. In fact, there is a proliferation of new forms of 
democratic engagement. 

One that has only recently been launched is YourView, the 
brainchild of Tim van Gelder. He has built a solid career as 
a strategic thinker across organisations grappling with 
complex challenges. His quest has been to develop a 
website that enables people to participate in debates about 
key national issues, with the best arguments rising to the 
top. Van Gelder argues that currently there is nowhere 
people can access well-argued positions easily for and 
against topical issues. 

This kind of website has merit for audiences such as that of 
SPC. There is benefit in understanding the plausible 
rationale for both sides. YourView is hopefully one way of 
reducing the chance of people being swayed by unfounded 
prejudices that work against deep understanding of issues. 

YourView aims include helping interested citizens to ‘grasp 
the truth of things’ by making key arguments on major 
public issues easily accessible, allowing citizens to express 
their views, and identifying the ‘wisdom of the crowd’. The 
system is designed to highlight the best-argued positions, 
rather than those put most loudly or by the most people. 
Every few weeks, a topical issue will be posted for 
discussion. For your interest, the latest is ‘Should illicit 
drugs be legalised in Australia?’. 

Len PuglisiLen PuglisiLen PuglisiLen Puglisi reviews Rich Land, Wasteland: How Coal  
is Killing Australia by Sharyn Munro, examining 

environmental issues and reactions from locals and 

farmers. A very important book at this time. 

Bruce Duncan launches Kevin PeopleKevin PeopleKevin PeopleKevin People’s book 
Santamaria’s Salesman: Working for the National 
Catholic Rural Movement 1959-61. Well over 100 

people attended the launch in Albert Park. 

Anne Tuohey and Bruce Duncan support the Yolnu 
Nation calling for genuine consultation with 

government. 

New on our websiteNew on our websiteNew on our websiteNew on our website    

Sufficient for the Day: Towards a  
Sustainable Culture, by Geoff Lacey.  

$20, plus postage. 

Towards a Better World, by Arthur Gibbs.  
$15, plus postage.  

Arthur, an SPC member, worked as an economist. 

Books available from SPCBooks available from SPCBooks available from SPCBooks available from SPC    
20% discount for members20% discount for members20% discount for members20% discount for members    

Towards a sustainable culture discussion seriesTowards a sustainable culture discussion seriesTowards a sustainable culture discussion seriesTowards a sustainable culture discussion series    
Tuesdays 5 June to 17 July, 7pmTuesdays 5 June to 17 July, 7pmTuesdays 5 June to 17 July, 7pmTuesdays 5 June to 17 July, 7pm    

Borderlands, Augustine Centre, 2 Minona Street, Hawthorn 
$5 per session or $25 for the series 

RSVP OASES 03 9819 3502 | info@oases.edu.au 
Borderlands Cooperative hosts a series of talks on 

sustainable living, organised by Geoff Lacey, author of 
Sufficient for the Day. For speakers and topics, go to Network 

Events on our SPC website. 

Life in Palestine & IsraelLife in Palestine & IsraelLife in Palestine & IsraelLife in Palestine & Israel    
A 1A 1A 1A 1----hour film on one woman’s experience.hour film on one woman’s experience.hour film on one woman’s experience.hour film on one woman’s experience. 

Wednesday 27 June, 7:30Wednesday 27 June, 7:30Wednesday 27 June, 7:30Wednesday 27 June, 7:30----9:30pm9:30pm9:30pm9:30pm    

St Timothy’s Church, 21 Stevens Road, Vermont 
RSVP Jenny / Margaret 03 9878 8858 | 

st_timsforesthill@hotmail.com 

The whole Church in mission: The whole Church in mission: The whole Church in mission: The whole Church in mission:     
God’s people dispersed in the worldGod’s people dispersed in the worldGod’s people dispersed in the worldGod’s people dispersed in the world    

A reflection on Vatican II’s Decree on the Laity A reflection on Vatican II’s Decree on the Laity A reflection on Vatican II’s Decree on the Laity A reflection on Vatican II’s Decree on the Laity     
Dr Peter PriceDr Peter PriceDr Peter PriceDr Peter Price    

Friday 29 June, 7:30pmFriday 29 June, 7:30pmFriday 29 June, 7:30pmFriday 29 June, 7:30pm    

Yarra Theological Union, 34 Bedford Street, Box Hill 

Network eventsNetwork eventsNetwork eventsNetwork events    


