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SPC’s recommendations on housing 
SPC’S summary response to Victorian State Government’s  

Pathways to a fair & sustainable housing system - public consultation 

By Anne Tuohey 

Introduction  

Social Policy Connections has provided a response to the Victorian Government’s public consultation 
process to inform new directions for social housing outlined in its Pathways to a fair & sustainable social 
housing system, and Social housing: a discussion paper on the options to improve the supply of quality 
housing.  

The adequacy, affordability, and supply of 
housing remain a significant social and 
economic issue for Victoria, as indeed for 
Australia’s other States and Territories. 
The issue has been the subject of recent 
Parliamentary Inquiries and reports from 
the Auditor General, and is the subject of 
regular media commentary and research. 
Social Policy Connections acknowledges 
that there are no easy answers to the issue 
of an under-supply and lack of 
affordability, seeing many Victorians going 
without a basic human right. The 
challenge is amplified, given the current 
State Government’s focus on debt 
reduction and a somewhat narrow 
interpretation of the meaning of growing 
an economy .  

Social Policy Connections recognises that it 
is not an agency with direct experience of housing provision or specific expertise in this domain. However, 
housing is a fundamental right, serving as an essential springboard to allow individuals and families to 
build solid foundations for themselves. Without the sense of security, belonging, and shelter provided by a 
home, it is impossible for people to pursue a range of opportunities in their lives. 

Social Policy Connections believes that any change in policy directions in relation to social housing must 
take account of the current tenants of public and community housing, as well as projecting into the future 
to ascertain the level of ongoing need that must be addressed.  

Our key concerns 

The response of Social Policy Connections  focused on some, rather than all, of the questions posed by the 
Government, recognising that we have limited expertise to answer some of the service-specific issues. 

In addressing the areas in which we believed we could make a contribution to the community consultation, 
we identified some specific concerns as follows:  
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□ In line with the policy direction of successive governments, public housing has shifted to become a 
form of residual housing or housing of ‘last resort’. It is therefore critical that any policy reforms have 
due regard for the entrenching of disadvantage that decisions such as reducing funding to public 
housing will have on an already disadvantaged group in the community. We believe that a key 
development that must come out of this consultation is improvement in the access to, and supply, 
affordability, and quality of public housing.  

□ Any reforms either to public or to community housing must not occur at the expense of either tenure. 
They are both critically important forms of housing.  

□ The State Government must continue to recognise its obligations to the many vulnerable people who 
live in public housing by, at the minimum, maintaining funding at a level which enables the system to 
provide appropriate and affordable housing to those most in need. SPC would prefer, however, that 
the State Government adopt a broad perspective, vision, and commitment, in order to enable public 
housing to be much more than a form of residualised housing.  

□ Community housing is a highly sought-after form of housing for many Victorians seeking affordable 
high quality housing with a strong connection to a local community. The greatest level of housing 
stress is experienced by private renters, many of whom would willingly relocate to community 
housing if available.  With ongoing and adequate investment, the community housing sector, through 
housing associations, can continue to increase the supply of this form of housing. Social Policy 
Connections believes that, potentially, other partners may be able to contribute to the supply of 
affordable housing. These partners may include churches with surplus land which could be 
contributed in return for funding to cover the cost of housing. Flexibility on the part of government is 
required to explore a range of options to increase supply. 

□ The importance of support cannot and should not be separated from the provision of affordable 
housing. Any reforms must consider the role of adequate support in assisting vulnerable and 
disadvantaged people. The 
State Government should 
invest in tenancy support 
programs as a means to 
improve social outcomes for 
tenants.  

□ Any transfer of public 
housing stock to community 
ownership must be 
considered carefully to 
ensure it does not become an 
exercise in transfer of risk. 
This relates in particular to 
run-down, hard to let, poorly 
located public housing stock. 
Redevelopment options 
should always be considered 
in these circumstances, and 
while the community 
housing sector is well placed 
to oversee this function, 
adequate funding must be 
made available. 

□ Social Policy Connections is concerned by what appears to be a move to reduced tenure for public 
housing tenants. Since few public housing tenants are successful at sustaining tenancies in private 
rental, we fear that an approach that restricts security of tenure will see the perpetuation of a vicious 
cycle whereby former public housing tenants will fail to maintain private or other tenancies, or simply 
miss out on housing, only to end up re-applying for public housing and facing long waiting times. 
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