
 

 

Hopes and tasks for 2013 

We extend our thanks to all our members and supporters 
who have encouraged us at Social Policy Connections to 
continue our efforts during 2012 to energise debate and 
action for growing justice in our nation and our world. We 
endeavour to keep expanding the conversation and 
encouraging everyone to contribute where he or she can.   

Many urgent issues cry out for attention, and we need to 
discern where we can best add value. Given our limited 
resources, we would welcome hearing from those of you 
who have resources, financial support, and skills to 
contribute.  

During 2012, these splendid speakers covered a range of 
social concerns:  

□ Brian Lawrence on Working families, social inclusion, 
& fair wages 

□ Gabriela Byrne on Overcoming gambling addiction 

□ Kevin Peoples on his book, Santamaria’s Salesman 

□ Dr Race Mathews on Cooperatives, equity, & 
participation 

□ Joseph Rozansky OFM on Franciscan perspectives on 
peace & environment 

□ Dr Philip Mendes on Equity in the social security 
system 

□ With the St Vincent de Paul Society, VCOSS, PILCH, 
and the Justice Unit of the Uniting Church, SPC 
convened a conference on Human Rights Matters for 
Anti-Poverty Week, including speakers Cassandra 
Goldie, Mark Zirnsak, and Fr Frank Brennan 

□ Professor Kevin O’Connor spoke on improved city 
planning for Melbourne 

□ Bruce Duncan CSsR presented an address on Faith, 
values & social policy. 
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While attendance at these talks is usually below 50, the 
web opens our talks and articles to the widest of 
audiences. Our analytics show that our SPC site has had 
over 33,000 unique visitors, just on 100,000 visits in 
total, with 450,000 pages opened. These numbers are 
twice those of last year. Most visitors to our site come 
through research into topical issues, and come 
predominantly from Australia, of course, the United 
States, and, surprisingly, China.  

We are grateful to Matthew Howard for his IT skills in 
recording and posting talks for podcasts and YouTube, as 
well as for expanding our presence on Facebook. Susy 
Herlihy continues to design, edit, and publish articles, as 
well as updating our website. 

Our Board has seen some turnover recently, and we 
thank two outgoing members for their energy and 
significant contributions to SPC: Livia Carusi and Arthur 
Gibbs. We also welcome to the Board Mr Tony French, 
who brings his legal background and interest in social 
issues.  

As our chairman, Peter Whiting, said at our recent AGM, 
SPC is committed to expanding the Board, keeping in 
mind a balance of skills, gender, and ecumenical 
representation.  

Key themes for SPC in 2013 will be social equity in 
Australia and beyond, as well as the challenge of climate 
change and ecological sustainability.  

The death of Dame Elisabeth Murdoch has generated 
much acknowledgement of her generosity, care, concern, 
and personal commitment to many causes and 
individuals. In her words, it is always important to think 
of others before oneself. May we hold this thought as we 
celebrate Christmas and prepare for the coming year. 

By Anne Tuohey 

SPC relies on donations to continue  

and expand the conversation about  

social justice and advocacy 
You can help by making a donation in one of these ways... 

□ Send your cheque or money order to our office at  

PO Box 505, Box Hill, Victoria 3128 

□ Transfer by Internet to Social Policy Connections Inc, 

BSB 083159, Account 792617040, referencing your 

surname and phone number 

□ Donate by credit card, using the DONATE form on our 

website at www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?

page_id=53. 

Help support SPC 



 

 

Christmas and New Year allow us to take a few deep 
breaths and regain our sense of direction. The Christmas 
message itself is of course tremendously heartening. If, as 
we Christians believe, the immense Creator of the universe 
has assumed human form in the person of Jesus, then God 
is totally involved with our humanity.  

Such a God is profoundly committed to our human 
wellbeing in this life and in a life after death, and in Jesus 
identifies intensely with all the distressed and oppressed. 
This is really the bottom line in Christian belief. But, as 
Jesus stressed so strongly, God expects us to strive for 
human wellbeing as well, in love and solidarity.  

If God has indeed entrusted the earth to our care, then this 
can give us a renewed sense of meaning and commitment 
in our efforts to sustain human wellbeing and preserve the 
wonders of nature and the environment.  

This is a Christmas message truly worth celebrating that 
could drive and motivate us in the urgent search to secure a 
humane future for coming generations. 

Tough times challenge the 
Christmas message 

Bruce Duncan 

Each generation faces difficult times. Yet the challenges 
facing us are altogether unique: the fate of future 
generations is in our hands because of climate change. 

Worldwide CO2 emissions are reportedly increasing 
more quickly than expected, and global warming could 
rise much more than the 2-degree increase in 
temperature that United Nations organisations had 
urged as an upper limit. 

Despite the warning of almost all climate scientists to 
take urgent measures to limit greenhouse gas emissions, 
the news is bad, and recent UN negotiations in Doha 
have failed to agree on effective remedial action. The 
Kyoto Protocol, now extended to 2020, obligated 35 
industrialised countries to cut greenhouse gas emissions 
by 5 percent by 2012. It had not included developing 
countries, and global emissions are now 58 percent 
higher than in 1990. Nor have the latest talks offered 
credible ways to deliver $100 billion by 2020 to aid 
developing countries in addressing climate change. 

A rise of only 2 degrees will be mighty challenging , 
especially when it comes to feeding an extra two billion 
people by 2050. But a rise of 3, 4, or more degrees 
invites quite catastrophic scenarios. Rising sea levels 
would flood coastal cities and the great river deltas, some 
of the world’s most important food-producing areas. 
Deserts would spread over major farming and grazing 
lands. What would remain in Australia of our great 
forests? Could they survive increasingly frequent and 
intense fires? 

In addition, the financial crisis is wreaking havoc for jobs 
and living standards in many places. Unemployment in 
some European countries is reaching dangerous levels, 
undermining democracy and provoking extremist 
movements, such as occurred after the Great Depression.  

Such disturbing thoughts could cause us to lose hope, 
when what is needed is a concerted effort to bring our 
best resources and thinking to averting these looming 
threats.  
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Social justice: Fuller life in a fairer world  

Bruce Duncan 
$35 or $28 for financial members of SPC, 

plus $5 postage. 

Outlines the Scriptures and social justice, how later 

generations lived these values, and how they bear today on 

the economic crisis, equity, global poverty, hunger, climate 

change, peace, and indigenous issues. It highlights the 

contributions of Frederick Ozanam, Barbara Ward,  Rosemary 

Goldie, Helder Camara, Joseph Cardijn, and Aboriginal activist 

‘Mum Shirl’. 

Sufficient for the Day: Towards a Sustainable Culture Geoff Lacey 

$20 plus postage 

Towards a Better World Arthur Gibbs 

$15 plus postage. An SPC member, Arthur worked as an economist. 

Books available at SPC 

Serious about social justice? 
Consider study through the Colleges of MCD University  

of Divinity, including Yarra Theological Union at Box Hill,  

United Faculty of Theology, Catholic Theological College,  

and Whitley College.  

Social Justice Studies 

□ Justice in the Bible and  

in Church Traditions 

□ Issues of War & Peace 

□ Philosophy of Justice 

□ Medical Ethics 

□ Human Rights 

□ Indigenous Issues 

□ Ethics of Economics & 

Development 

□ History, Mission, 

Leadership 

□ Inter-religious Dialogue & 

Spirituality 

For further information, see www.mcd.edu.au and www.ytu.edu.au. 

Christmas Gujarati Style! by Meanest Indian, flickr cc 


