
 

 

Looking for leadership 
Peter Whiting, chair of SPC 

What a start to 2013! Bushfires and floods have created a 
real unease, not only for the immediate dire effects, but 
also for what they forebode as effects of global warming. 
Prime Minister Gillard has announced the election date 
for September, and political parties are preparing for 
many months of 
campaigning.  

Some of our major 
institutions are 
lacking in moral 
authority as, 
locally, politicians 
are arraigned in 
court for 
dishonesty, and the 
churches are called 
to account before 
the Commission on 
sexual abuse of 
children; 
internationally, 
world 
organisations are 
unable to present compelling united action in response to 
poverty, famine and war.  

Australian financial commentators are torn between 
reporting on weakening signs in the economy and some 
modest improvement in local and overseas stock markets. 
Australians, not surprisingly, remain cautious, if not 
pessimistic. 

Arguably, what is lacking is effective leadership at local 
and international levels, leadership not based on military 
or economic might, but on the capacity to articulate a 
vision drawn from strong principles of human dignity, 
equitable distribution of the world’s resources, and 
acknowledgement that to ensure it is sustainable for 
future generations our world needs careful stewardship. 
We need to return to the idea of the common good! 

It goes without saying that small organisations like Social 
Policy Connections alone can have negligible impact on 
world affairs, but groups can and do change their world by 
pressing for better political priorities and governance. 
This is what SPC aims to do: to inform and to encourage 
discussion around community priorities, together with 
other like-minded groups and organisations.  There is a 
real power to influence when many voices are raised. 

After listening to member views, SPC has set two main 
themes as priorities this year: to seek equitable allocation 
of life’s goods and freedoms; and to support efforts to 
develop sustainable economy and lifestyle.  
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We welcome to the SPC Board two new members, 
Michael Liddy and Tony French, whom we will 
introduce fully in our next newsletter. They bring special 
expertise to SPC, and we are very pleased they are 
helping widen our network and develop our activities.  

The program of talks in our public forums for 2013 is 
still evolving. In March, Professor Brian Costar will 
talk about the role of the churches and community 
organisations in influencing public policy. And, in April, 
the recently retired bishop of Canberra-Goulburn, Pat 
Power, will speak of his experience of policy debate and 
his advice for church and community groups. Further 
events will concentrate on questions of social equity and 
sustainability. 

We should not lose sight of the political context. Just 
imagine if the next seven and a half  months were used, 
not to propound the usual, tired and predictable political 
rhetoric, but to convince Australians to embrace 
insightful change: to propose how to preserve this 
magnificent, finite planet, and to comprehend how best 
to improve the lives of those in need.  

Residents escaping from the floodwaters 

Department of Defence, flickr cc 

Consider study through the Colleges of MCD University  

of Divinity, including Yarra Theological Union at Box Hill,  

United Faculty of Theology, Catholic Theological College,  

and Whitley College.  

Undergraduate and Masters courses include : 

Serious about social justice? 

□ Justice in the Bible and  

in Church Traditions 

□ Issues of War & Peace 

□ Philosophy of Justice 

□ Medical Ethics 

□ Human Rights 

□ Indigenous Issues 

□ Ethics of Economics & 

Development 

□ History, Mission, 

Leadership 

□ Inter-religious Dialogue 

For further information, see www.mcd.edu.au and www.ytu.edu.au. 

By Bishop Vincent Long OFMConv 

Social Justice:  

fuller life in a fairer world  
By Bruce Duncan CSsR 

Friday 1 March 5:30pm 
Knox Centre Reception Room 

Ground Floor Knox Centre 383 Victoria Parade East Melbourne 

To help with catering, please phone 9890 1077 by 27 February 

to let us know if you wish to come. 

Book launch 



 

 

 Global warnings:  
fires and flood 

Anne Tuohey 

Australians have always lived with a healthy regard for 
the ravages of nature, including the fairly regular threat 
of bushfires and floods across our vast land, but the 
frequency and severity of these disasters is deeply 
disturbing, most especially of course for those directly 
affected. 

Welcome to the 
new reality that is 
the consequence 
of climate 
change. 

January saw 
many places in 
Australia break 
heat records. The 
national average 
maximum 
temperature on 7 
January was 
40.33 degrees, 
the highest on 
record. Many 

places saw temperatures rise a full degree above previous 
records. Sydney reached 45.8 on 18 January, and Hobart 
41.8 on 4 January. Moomba in South Australia registered 
the highest temperature recorded at 49.6 degrees on 12 
January. The period from September to January in 
Australia was the hottest on record.  

Other reports about global warming suggest a scenario 
more sinister than expected.  The world it seems, is 
heating up more quickly than first anticipated. A CSIRO 
submission to a Senate Inquiry last December indicates 
that temperatures may rise across Victoria by 1-2 degrees 
by 2050. In the same period, rainfall will likely decline 
on average by 6 per cent.  

Melbourne comes off worse than the State scenario. The 
density of our city infrastructure causes an ‘urban heat 
island effect’. The CSIRO predicts that by 2080, the city 
temperature could increase by four degrees. 

Anyone who reads this cautionary account can only be 
alarmed. The report calls for ‘aggressive’ intervention. 
The Commonwealth Government has introduced a range 
of measures, including carbon pricing and investment in 
renewable energy. It describes its approach as one of 
mitigation, adaptation, and seeking a global solution. It’s 
a start, but not enough. There is still a sense that it is 
business as usual in Australia, and the brakes have not 
been sufficiently applied to a growth agenda which 
exacerbates global warming.  

The fires and floods are sending us clear messages about 
the urgency of addressing climate change. Australians 
are looking to their governments and politicians to take 
the lead and help us adjust to these growing threats to 
long-term sustainability and the wellbeing of future 
generations.  

This month, SPC focuses on what we see as the critical, 
highest order issue besetting our planet and us as 
citizens. We welcome comments and contributions from 
members who wish to lend their support to this cause. 
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Social justice: Fuller life in a fairer world  

Bruce Duncan 
$35 or $28 for financial members of SPC, 

plus $5 postage. 

Outlines the Scriptures and social justice, and how they bear 

today on the economic crisis, equity, global poverty, hunger, 

climate change, peace, and indigenous issues. It highlights the 

contributions of Frederick Ozanam, Barbara Ward,  Rosemary 

Goldie, Helder Camara, Joseph Cardijn, and Aboriginal activist 

‘Mum Shirl’. 

Sufficient for the Day: Towards a Sustainable Culture Geoff Lacey 

$20 plus postage 

Towards a Better World Arthur Gibbs 

$15 plus postage. An SPC member, Arthur worked as an economist. 

Books available at SPC 

Australia ... a dangerous place 

moggs oceanlane, flickr cc 

SPC relies on donations to expand the 

conversation about social justice 
You can help by making a donation in one of these ways... 

□ Send your cheque or money order to our office at  

PO Box 505, Box Hill, Victoria 3128 

□ Transfer by Internet to Social Policy Connections Inc, 

BSB 083159, Account 792617040, referencing your 

surname and phone number 

□ Donate by credit card, using the DONATE form at 

www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?page_id=53. 

Help support SPC 

Good news on renewables 
The era of King Coal may be coming to an end, as the cost 

of wind and solar power continues to fall below the cost of 

new coal-fired power stations. According to a report in 

The Age (7 February), wind farms can now generate 

electricity at $80 a megawatt-hour, compared to $143 for a 

new coal power station, and $116 for a new baseload gas 

power station. Large-scale photovoltaic (PV) power 

stations in Western Australia now cost $157 per MWh, 

compared to $190 for coal. 

The research by Bloomberg New Energy Finance said that 

the costs of wind and PV power will continue to fall 

significantly, even apart from the impact of the carbon tax; 

and banks would be reluctant to lend for new coal power 

plants, because of the risks from high pollution costs. 

The chief executive of BNEF, Michael Liebreich, said: ‘The 

perception is now out of date that fossil fuels are cheap, 

and renewables expensive.’ 

Nevertheless, existing coal power plants are economical to 

run, because their construction costs have been 

depreciated. Government policy will need to speed up the 

switch to non-polluting power sources. 


