
 

 

It’s a bit rich, Rupert 
Tony French 

On Saturday afternoons, I take to my couch. Not for a 
siesta, but to seek, with the weekend editions of the Age 
and Australian newspapers. 

What caught my attention was a report in the Australian 
(6 April) of a speech Rupert Murdoch had given as guest 
speaker on the 70th anniversary of the Institute of Public 
Affairs on 4 April 2013. The report, startlingly captioned 
Markets Radiate Morality, was juxtaposed with an 
equally eye-catching photograph of the patrician publisher 
himself.  

Up to now, I had been unaware of any agreed, let alone 
neo-liberal, nexus between markets and morality. Had 
this M&M radiance been obscured by my socialist 
presuppositions that morality and markets are generally 
thought to occur on different planets? Was Rupert now 
telling me otherwise? Free markets, he claims, are 
inherently moral, and it’s only non-free markets that are 
immoral.  

Irreverently, I thought, does he mean it’s immoral that 
some markets remain to be freed? The moral market he 
claimed “is the route to growth, justice and fairness”. I 
liked that. Moreover, the immoral market, he added, 
denies people their fundamental freedoms. I liked that 
too. Had a redeemed Rupert by any chance been reading 
up on Christian social teaching, I thought? 

He hadn’t; a sentence or two later, I am disappointed to 
be told that it is Socialism that has made the market 
immoral. Rupert savages any government that “mandates 
sharing” of national wealth, and the idea that more 
government is always better. This is what’s immoral. But 
why? Well, because, together, those ideas are hostile to 
the neo-liberal notion of individual personal freedom. My 
disappointment deepens. 

Rupert extols the virtues of the moral free market, saying 
one need only look at the tremendous social advances that 
have been made to improve material living. Never have we 
had it so good - world trade and prosperity have lifted 
millions from poverty. Rupert quotes Matt Ridley, author  
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of The Rational Optimist, saying there’s nothing 
immoral in that kind of progress.  

Well, a couple of niggly points here, boys. Matt Ridley, 
champion of free enterprise, warrior opponent of ‘stifling 
government’ (unwanted government regulation), was 
chairman of Northern Rock, an English bank which 
having recklessly ‘partied’ was one of the first casualties 
of the GFC. In fact, it was notorious; it was the first bank 
in England since 1878 to experience a run on its funds, 
and, oops, had to 
be bailed out by 
the UK 
government to 
avert the 
immoral 
consequences of 
financial losses 
falling on 
millions of small 
depositors.  

Perhaps the free 
market freed of 
all ‘stifling’ 
government 
interference 
really couldn’t sort itself out. I suspect this is what 
neither Matt nor Rupert would want to hear. Matt blew 
his chance (and his bank) to convince us otherwise.   

Nor, I suspect would Rupert like to be reminded that the 
Chinese economic ‘miracle’ has arisen not from a moral 
free market but from a socialist command economy. 
Wendy, his Chinese-born wife, needs to remind him - or 
has she too forgotten? 

It took me a while to identify the real source of my 
increasing couch discomfort. It wasn’t that Rupert was 
quoting from a couple of tycoon-friendly conservative 
neo-liberal commentators. Instead, it was a feeling of 
misappropriation. Somehow, my moral vocabulary had 
been hijacked.  

The full version of this article can be found on our website at 
www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?cat=55. 

Ms Ged Kearney 
President of the ACTU 

and Professor Brian Howe 
University of Melbourne Centre for Public Policy 

The future of work 
Tuesday 28 February 7:30pm 

SPC Forum 
Yarra Theological Union Study Centre 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Light refreshments offered afterwards 

McCain speech on economic crisis 9/19/08 by mattlehrer, flickr cc 

Too Small to Get Help to Succeed (10/37)  
by Tony Fischer Photography, flickr cc 
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What I have learned about  
the churches & public policy 

Pat Power Bishop Emeritus 
Guest speaker at Social Policy Connections 17 April 2013  

Based in Canberra as auxiliary Catholic bishop for 27 
years, Bishop Pat Power played a key role in civil and 
political affairs. He has been committed to promoting 
social consciousness, and developing collaboration with 
other churches and religious groups. 

While acknowledging significant advances in human 
wellbeing in Australia, Bishop Pat said the churches still 
have much work to do to support disadvantaged groups, 
especially among Indigenous Australians, refugees and 
asylum seekers, and others struggling against hardship. 

He high-lighted the contributions of Aboriginal activists 
and white 
supporters to 
the advance-
ment of 
Indigenous 
peoples, and 
noted the 
success of 
events like the 
Sea of Hands 
campaign and 
the Bridge 
Walks for 
reconciliation. 
“Yet we all 

know that there is a long way to go in ‘closing the gap’ 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.”  

He also questioned management of the Northern 
Territory Intervention, and said that justice must be 
“based on true consultation and partnership, respect for 
traditional culture and identity, and a thorough 
understanding of the particular needs of each 
community”. 

As for the issue of asylum seekers, he considered it “a 
source of national shame to have both the major political 
parties vying to outdo each other in harsh measures and 
rhetoric towards ‘boat people’. Emotive terms such as 
‘border protection’, ‘people smugglers’ and ‘queue- 
jumping’ all have the effect of creating fear in the 
community and diminishing the compassion due to a 
desperate group of our fellow human beings”. He added 
that church bodies are very concerned about the 
humanity of our offshore detention and processing 
centres. 

Much of Bishop Pat’s time has been spent in ecumenical 
and inter-faith relations, and he has been greatly 
encouraged by the warm and increasing collaboration 
among religious networks. He was the first Catholic co-
chair of AUSTARC, the national Anglican-Roman 
Catholic dialogue, and has been chair of the ACT Council 
of Churches. 
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Bishop Pat also outlined the work of Catholic Social 
Services Australia (CSSA) and Catholic Health Australia 
(CHA) in providing services for over a million Australians 
and improving public policy, particularly for vulnerable 
groups. CSSA comprises 67 agencies employing about 
12,000 people in addition to 4000 volunteers, while CHA 
runs 21 public hospitals and 550 aged-care services, with 
aid from government funding. 

For the full text of Bishop Power’s address, go to 
www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?p=6151.  

Social Justice: Fuller Life in a Fairer World  
Bruce Duncan 

$35 ($28 for SPC financial members) + $5 postage 

Sufficient for the Day: Towards a Sustainable Culture 
Geoff Lacey. $20 + postage 

Towards a Better World Arthur Gibbs. $15 + postage 

Books available at SPC 

Presented by the John Wallis Foundation 
Continuing the vision and mission of the Missionary Sisters of Service 

11 June 2013 7-9pm 
Madeleine Centre, Genazzano FCJ College, 301 Cotham Road, Kew  

Bookings at www.trybooking.com/45769, email Bonita at 
johnwallisfoundation@gmail.com, or call 03 9873 5520. 

Adults $15, Concession $10 

Martin Flanagan 
Spirituality in a secular society 

New Board members for SPC 
Michael Liddy & Tony French 

We are delighted to welcome two new members to SPC’s 
Board of Management. 

Tony French is a lawyer who has written our sparkling 
editorial for May on Mr Rupert Murdoch’s views on 
markets and morality. We will profile him in a future issue. 

Our second new Board member, Michael Liddy, has had a 
35-year career as a forensic scientist, and in teaching 
forensic science at La Trobe, 
Charles Sturt, and Deakin 
universities, where he held 
honorary appointments as 
Adjunct Professor.  

Michael has been a member 
of the St Vincent de Paul 
Society in Victoria for over 12 
years, as a member of the 
Donvale Conference. He has 
been President of the 
Eastern Central Council for 
over 3.5 years, and on the Society’s Victorian State Council. 
He has served on several St V de P committees, including 
chairing the committee overseeing the annual Vinnies CEO 
Sleepout in Melbourne, raising awareness of the issues 
facing more than 100,000 who are homeless or sleeping 
rough in our cities, and raising funds to support the works 
of the Society and VincentCare to assist the homeless. 
Michael was the respondent to Robert Fitzgerald, who 
presented the 2013 Ozanam Lecture in Melbourne.  

His interests are in the Society’s social justice advocacy, 
enhancing members’ mission, and supporting initiatives to 
help those in greatest need. 

Director (CEO) Creative Ministries Network  
CMN is a faith-based community and agency of UnitingCare in 
Victoria and Tasmania, committed to integrating arts-based 
activities into programs dedicated to healing, justice, and 
reconciliation. Obtain a position description and apply at 
http://unitingcaresynod.mhr.com.au/jobdetail.asp?jobid=6232, 
or call Paula Bradshaw on 03 9251 5477. 

Project Officer (part-time)  
Office for Justice & Peace, Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne  

Contact Mark Clark on 03 9926 5710 or see cam.org.au/jobs.aspx. 

Positions vacant 


