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SPC News NOVEMBER 2013 

Little progress on eradicating 
poverty in Australia in 30 years 

Feedback from the Anti-Poverty Week conference, 

Australia’s Human Rights Future, was very enthusiastic 

but also deeply concerned about the worsening plight of big 

sections of our community struggling to escape poverty. 

Some 50 people took part in the conference in Fitzroy Town 

Hall on 17 October to hear splendid input from Jacqueline 

Phillips from ACOSS, Les Malezer (National Congress of 

Australia’s First Peoples), and Professor David Hayward 

(RMIT University). 

Friday 8 November 7:30pm 

Professor Frank Brennan SJ 

Key challenges & responsibilities of the churches  
in the current social & cultural context 

A CONFERENCE OF THE YARRA INSTITUTE FOR RELIGION & SOCIAL 
POLICY, IN ASSOCIATION WITH MCD UNIVERSITY OF DIVINITY 

Christian social thinking for 
Australia: making a difference? 

Newman Oratory, Newman College 
887 Swanston Street, Parkville, Melbourne 

RSVP Wednesday 6 November admin@yarrainstitute.org.au, 03 9899 4777. 
$10 for Friday, $25 for Saturday (includes lunch) 

For further information go to www.yarrainstitute.org.au or 
www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au 

Saturday 9 November 9am-4:30pm 
Social concern in Christian traditions 

Major Jenny Begent, Salvation Army 
Dr Max Vodola, Catholic Theological College 

Rev Dr Geoff Pound, Ashburton Baptist Church 
Fr Shenouda Boutros, St Bishop & St Shenouda Church 
Rev Dr Ray Cleary, Trinity College Theological School 

Rev Dr Gerald Rose, Churches of Christ 
Dr Mark Zirnsak, Uniting Church 

With Margaret Coffey in conclusion 

How rich is a city when its people sleep on the street?  
by Jeremy Higgs, flickr cc 

Continued over 

Australia’s human rights future 
Michael Liddy 

Poverty is not an accident. Like slavery and apartheid, it is 
man-made, and can be removed by the actions of human 

beings. Nelson Mandela. 

Jacqueline Phillips (Director of Policy and Campaigns 
Australian Council of Social Services) was the keynote 
speaker at the recent Anti-Poverty Week conference on 
Australia’s Human Rights Future. Jacqueline’s previous 
role as the National Director of Australians for Native 
Title and Reconciliation (ANTaR), and a long history with 
social service organisations, qualified her to draw together 
the significance of social security, housing, homelessness, 
disabilities and community development in providing 
focal points for assessing Australia’s progress in 
recognising the human rights of all its citizens, 
particularly the marginalised. 

Lucy Adams (senior lawyer at PILCH) facilitated a Q&A 
panel discussion involving: 

□ Hugh de Kretser (Human Rights Law Centre) 

□ Caz Coleman (Acting Director of the Melaleuca Refugee 
Centre Darwin)  

□ Michelle Burrell (Victorian Equal Opportunity & 
Human Rights Commission). 

Keynote Speaker, Les Malezer (Co-Chair of the National 
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples), reviewed Australia’s 
progress towards Constitutional recognition of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples — the road towards a 
just and fair Australia. 

The Conference participants then took part in one of three 
workshops: 

□ Using a human rights framework to progress the 
rights of people experiencing homelessness and 
disadvantage, facilitated by Lindy Parker, assisted by 
Lucy Adams and Dr Heather Holst (CEO HomeGround). 

□ Human trafficking: a human rights abuse – how to 
combat the modern slave trade, with Eddie Chapman, 
assisted by Dr Mark Zirnsak (Director Uniting Church 
Justice and International Mission Unit). 
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Full-time workers  
on poverty wages 

Minimum wage increases in recent years have failed to 
tackle poverty among the lowest paid workers. In an 
article published by the Australian Institute of 
Employment Rights, Brian Lawrence, Chair of the 
Australian Catholic Council of Employment Relations, 
explains how wages for full-time workers with families 
have fallen sharply below the rising poverty line (60% of 
the disposable income of the median household). 

Poverty is affecting one in six workers and their families 
“who do not have the capacity to bargain for higher wages 
and a way out of poverty”. To read Brian Lawrence’s 
article in full, The failure of minimum wage decisions to 
tackle poverty, go to http://tinyurl.com/lmr3u5o. 

The Disappointing Decades: poverty 
reduction strategies in Australia 

Michael Liddy 

Australia is not favourably placed among OECD countries 
when it comes to the worsening challenge of income 
inequality. Professor David Hayward presented several 
tables of OECD data to illustrate this, suggesting two 
causes— tardy economic growth, and neoliberal thinking. 

Historically, Australia has treated its poor badly, although 
we now do so more extensively and intrusively than ever. 
This is especially so for the unemployed and for single 
parents, who continue to be disproportionately poor.  

It is also especially so for Aboriginal and Torres Straight 
peoples. The most recent Northern Territory intervention 
reproduces earlier experiences of Indigenous people. It is 
based on deeply flawed principles that, until quite 
recently, have required the suspension of the Racial 
Discrimination Act. Professor Hayward contended that 
the new policies are no more based on sound evidence 
than the ones they replaced. 

In discussing what should be done, David suggested four 
planks in possible change: 

□ Challenging the concept of dependency as it is 
currently understood. Most of those who are ‘stuck’ in 
the current impasse (like the disabled) want to 
participate, but are excluded. A punitive approach 
(instanced in Work for the Dole) has the effect of 
worsening what it is trying to solve. 

Kon Karapangiotidis OAM 
Founder & CEO  
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre 
Cardinal Knox Centre 
383 Albert Street East Melbourne 
RSVP Friday 22 November  
03 9926 5727  |  justice@cam.org.au 
Light refreshments 7pm 

Rerum Novarum Oration 2013 
Not in my name! 

Thursday 28 November 7:30pm 

□ Growing the not-for-profit sector. It needs its 
independence to advocate, and is free of the industrial 
distractions afflicting the public service. 

□ Enabling welfare recipients to have a say in what is 
being done to them, and why. 

□ A new tax base, because the current one is broken. 

David acknowledged a famous 1990s article by the labour 
market economist, Bob Gregory, as the source of the title 
of his presentation — the Disappointing Decades. David 
said there has been no real progress on poverty or 
inequality for 30 years, meaning that our legacy is not a 
good one. He challenged us to look to the public spirit of 
our grand-parents for inspiration, and with concern for 
human rights as our guide.  

Professor David Hayward is Dean of the School of  
Global Urban and Social Studies, RMIT University, Melbourne 

Continued from Page 1 

□ Making discriminating choices: recent developments 
in anti-discrimination laws, by Peter Hudson, assisted 
by Biljana Apostolova (Partner Gadens Lawyers 
Melbourne). 

Livia Carusi (St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria) drew the 
day together, reflecting on Learnings, affirmations ,and 
possibilities. 

Social Policy Connections was co-sponsor of the conference, 
together with the St Vincent de Paul Society Victoria,  

the Australian Council of Social Services, the Public Interest 
Law Clearing House, UnitingCare Community Options,  

Catholic Social Services Victoria, Women’s Housing Ltd, 
HomeGround Services, and the City of Yarra 

 

SPC Forum Thursday 14 November 7:30pm 
Yarra Theological Union Study Centre, 34 Bedford Street, Box Hill 

Light refreshments offered afterwards 

SPC AGM 7pm 
Followed by 

Professor Brian Costar 
Electoral reform & social justice 

Are disadvantaged groups being denied a voice?  
Three million Aussie voters missing from the count.  

Why who votes, and how, matters. 
Brian Costar is Professor of Victorian Parliamentary Democracy,  

and the Director of the Democratic Audit of Australia. A frequent 
media commentator on state and federal politics, he has written 

widely on contemporary political issues. 

Remote Education, Arnhem Land, Australia by Rusty Stewart, flickr cc 


