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SPC News JUNE 2014 

An unfair budget  
& the thinking behind it 

May has been a tumultuous month politically in Australia, 
following the release of the federal budget by the Treasurer 
Mr Joe Hockey. The reaction has been widespread 
throughout many sections of the community, largely for the 
unfairness to low-income groups, especially the young 
unemployed.  

Social service organisations are particularly concerned as 
some faith-based organisations are likely to be displaced by 
for-profit organisations, many of which belong to major 
international corporations. This is a further unfolding of 
the neoliberal ideology emanating primarily from the 
United States, aiming at gradually outsourcing government 
services to private organisations via competitive tendering, 
in an effort to reduce costs and so taxes. Not only does this 
undermine the capacity and planning of social service 
organisations, but it alienates extensive networks of 
volunteers who add such social value to not-for-profits. 
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In our SPC newsletter this month, three contributors offer 
their reactions to the budget. Tony French rejects the 
inequitable philosophy that blames the poor or 
disadvantaged for their plight. Bruce Duncan considers the 
betrayal of trust in the government and how the burden 
falls heavily on less wealthy groups. And Bill Frilay gives a 
detailed reflection on various aspects of the budget. 

A further casualty of the budget is of course credible action 
to redress climate change. Do we have to wait until our 
crops die and all our forests burn fiercely before the Abbott 
government takes the threats seriously? Chris Mulherin 
considers the case for urgent remedial action to cope with 
global warming. 

Asylum seekers  

The month has also seen continuing reports on the cruelty 
inflicted on asylum seekers by the Australian government, 
and particularly on Manus Island. Even after three months, 

the man who killed a young asylum seeker, Reza Berati, has 
not been arrested. Is anyone responsible for this ghastly 
debacle to be held to account? Has Australia also 
‘offshored’ its responsibility for these policies? 

As other religious leaders have done, the Australian 
Catholic bishops in May rejected the treatment of asylum 
seekers as dishonourable and as “institutionalised cruelty”. 
They called on Australians to “say ‘no’ to the dark forces 
which make these policies possible”. The Australians 
endorsed the views of the Catholic bishops of Papua New 
Guinea in rejecting offshore processing as inhumane. The 
bishops’ conference of Oceania, including the bishops of 
Pacific countries, endorsed these statements, and called for 
“more humane” policies by Australia. But is the message 
being heard? 

Pope Francis in the Holy Land 

On a more hopeful note, Pope Francis has brought a 
glimmer of hope into the debates about Palestine and 
Israel. No one expected miracles; however, his visit is a 
reminder that no religious tradition owns God, but that 
God values the integrity of everyone, of all religions.  

The pictures of the Pope embracing his Argentinian friends 
and fellow pilgrims, Rabbi Skorka, and Muslim leader, 
Omar Abboud, visiting the Yad Vashem memorial as well as 
the Al-Aqsa compound, leaning his head gently against the 
huge wall dividing Israel from Palestine, and praying at the 
Wailing Wall, are all telling. 

He appealed for peace, of course. "Dear friends, from this 
holy place I make a heartfelt plea to all people and to all 
communities who look to Abraham. May no one abuse the 
name of God through violence. May we learn to understand 
the suffering of others. May no one abuse the name of God 
through violence." 

An expanded version of this newsletter can be found at socialpolicyconnections.com.au 

The march starts - Children in Immigration Detention Protest Broadmeadows 
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Renew your SPC membership  
2014-2015 

Or become a member 
It is time for our financial members to renew membership of 
Social Policy Connections, and for us to ask for your 
continuing financial support.  
SPC relies heavily on the pro-bono contributions of many 
people and a number of organisations. We value your 
interest, support, and participation in this venture, and invite 
your active involvement in our forums, writing, and events. 
As the debate over the Commonwealth budget illustrates, the 
need for robust defence of decent living standards has 
become all too evident. Thanks to your support over the last 
nine years, SPC has made a significant contribution to 
widening the conversation about social justice in Australia and 
overseas. Last year, our website attracted one and a half 
million downloads of articles.  
Membership application and renewal forms can be found at 
http://www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?p=825, or by 
contacting the SPC office. 

would be very surprised at the budget’s unfairness. And 
what do members of the government make of Pope Francis, 
among many others, calling for governments to remedy 
growing inequalities between and within countries? 

Read this article in full at https://tinyurl.com/lj46c7d  

Evaluating the budget 
Bill Frilay 

Joe Hockey has said everyone has to take a hit. Mike 
Keating makes the point that, indeed, low-income earners - 
those on the bottom rungs, as he says - are hit, high-income 
earners are mildly hit, but many middle-income earners 
are not impacted much at all (although some will be 
justifiably taken off welfare payments). 

The withholding of youth unemployment benefits for the 
first six months may also prove hard. And foreign aid cuts 
emanate from a wealthy country which suffered least 
during the GFC. 

Read this article in full at https://tinyurl.com/msabdak 

The FAQs about climate change 
Chris Mulherin 

It is time to name climate change denial as the disorder it 
is, and to deal with the indisputable facts of the matter. 
According to almost all scientists working in the field, 
human beings are causing significant planetary warming, 
and the consequences will be dire if the global community 
does not take urgent action to reduce emissions. 

Read this article in full at https://tinyurl.com/jwpczua  

Budget commentary 

Vale egalitarianism, hail inequality 
Tony French 

Libertarian promotion of personal responsibility, that it’s 
your own fault if you fail to succeed, has become a driver 
for reducing government involvement in promoting 
economic security. Surely you have heard that ‘the age of 
entitlement is over. It’s the market, mate!’ 

The reality is that the notion of equality of opportunity, like 
the notion of egalitarianism, is becoming mythical. If 
families are the bedrock of society, then not all families 
begin equal, and if schools are the great levellers, then not 
all schools are equal either, meaning that not all 
employment opportunities are equal. And jobs ... Well, 
they, or their absence, are the basis for ongoing inequality. 
If you start off poor, then the likelihood is that you will stay 
poor. One need only look to the ‘land of the free’, the USA, 
to see the consequences of gross inequality. 

Read this article in full at https://tinyurl.com/nym3bnv 

Trust is the biggest casualty of the budget 
Bruce Duncan 

One might wonder how this harsh budget sits with Mr 
Abbott’s understanding of Catholic social thought, 
including that of his earlier exemplar, B A Santamaria, who 
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Help support SPC 
SPC relies on donations to expand  

the conversation about public policy & 
social justice in Australia 

How to donate 
□ Send  your cheque or money order to our office at  

PO Box 505 Box Hill Victoria 3128 
□ Transfer by Internet to Social Policy Connections Inc,  

BSB 083159, Account 792617040, referencing your last 
name and phone number 

□ Donate by credit card, using the Donate form available 
through our website at http://
www.socialpolicyconnections. 
com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/donation-form.pdf 

   Unfortunately, donations to SPC are not tax deductible. 

The Yarra Institute for Religion & Social Policy, 
invite you to the launch of  

 

A world united or a world exploited: 
Christian perspectives on globalisation 

 

Edited by Peter Price and with chapters by 
Stephen Ames, Bruce Duncan, John D’Arcy May, Rowan 

Ireland, Therese and James D’Orsa,  
Robyn Reynolds, and Wes Campbell. 

 

Friday 20 June 5pm 

 

Launched by Revd Dr John Henley 
 

The Study Centre, Yarra Theological Union 
Best entry via 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Light refreshments afterwards 
Please RSVP for catering purposes by Thursday 19 June to 

admin@yarrainstitute.org.au  |  9899 4777  |  0409 897 971 

mailto:admin@yarrainstitute.org.au

