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Critical issues in the  
Victorian election  

Major Jenny Begent 
On 29 November, Victorians will decide who will govern the 
State for the next four years. Each leader – Dennis 
Napthine and Daniel Andrews – has been expressing his 
vision for this State and asking its citizens to celebrate and 
invest in it. And when they say invest; they are talking 
about your heart, your mind, and your share in the billions 
of dollars being spent to bring such vision to fruition. 

We have heard a lot about planning, transport and 
infrastructure, the environment, public health and safety, 
as both parties attempt to claim to be the best, the most 

equitable for all 
Victorians. Does 
the church have 
anything to say 
in this arena? Is 
our faith public. 
Is it political? 
Are there certain 
issues for which 
the church has a 
mandate to 
speak? 

The answer, in 
my mind, has to 
be ‘yes’. The 
church has a set 
of moral norms 
and illustrations 
in scripture, and 
history of how 

these norms have been used. While we acknowledge that we 
don’t always meet these standards ourselves, we can’t allow 
our own failure in these areas to stop us from speaking out 
on the issues that are important to us. 

The church has long been a provider of support to the poor 
and disadvantaged in our communities. Collectively, we 
have been able to increase the social capital of many 
individuals. We have done this in partnership with 
government, often holding our tongues in order to be able 
to provide those services. In recent years, the growing gap 
has widened between the wealthy and what we now term 
the ‘working poor’, and we are now facing significant 
deficits in a number of areas. Some examples of these areas, 
drawn from The Salvation Army’s recent Election Platform 
are: 

Housing and Homelessness 

The apparent intractability of complex social problems like 
homelessness requires long-term vision and commitment 
by government and the community. Homelessness can’t 
just be seen as something that happens to individuals while 
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structural issues 
continue to push 
too many 
Victorians into 
housing stress 
and ultimately 
homelessness. 

In addition, even 
once they have 
found a place to 
live, many 
people struggle 
with issues that 
affect their 
ability to maintain a tenancy. Many of these people have 
been homeless for years, some having long histories of 
sleeping rough on the streets. They need long-term 
sustained support to deal with these issues in order to 
stabilise their lives and remain housed. 

Justice 

Recently, Victorian justice policies have been driven by an 
unapologetic ‘tough on crime’ agenda, this has resulted in 
unprecedented growth in the prison system and justice 
budgets. However, international evidence and our own 
firsthand experience point to the fact that ‘tough on crime’ 
policies (particularly locking up in prison increasing 
numbers of people for increasing lengths of time) don’t 
work, and actually make crime worse. This is because 
locking people up in prison does not address the reason 
people commit crime in the first place. 

Major Jenny Begent is Divisional Social Program Secretary of the 
Salvation Army, Melbourne, and a Board member of SPC. 

Read this article in full on our website. 

SPC Public Forum 
Conflict over the Islamic State in 

Iraq & Syria: insights from Muslim 
experience & social traditions 

With Susan Day Dirgham 
who lived for several years in Syria 

And Fr Bruce Duncan 
who examines changes in Islamic just war thinking  

in the light of international human rights today 
Thursday 6 November 7:30-9pm 

The Study Centre Yarra Theological Union 
Best entry via 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Refreshments available afterwards.  
An entry donation is welcome. 

0409 897 971 |  admin@socialpolicyconnections.com.au  
Plus bargain sale of new and secondhand books on  
history, philosophy, politics, theology, and more. 
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Support us with your donation 

Help us broaden the conversation on critical social issues, as 
we struggle to increase fairness and peace in our world. Our 
website and forums offer platforms for debate and exchange 
of views, and we welcome informed contributions from our 
supporters. Your donation will help promote the work of 
Social Policy Connections.  
□ Send  your cheque or money order to our office at  

PO Box 505 Box Hill Victoria 3128. 
□ Transfer by Internet to Social Policy Connections Inc,  

BSB 083159, Account 792617040, referencing your last 
name and phone number. 

□ Donate by credit card, using the Donate form available 
through our website. 

   Donations to SPC are not tax deductible. 

How some major 
companies  
avoid paying tax 
Tony French 
Governments everywhere are 
struggling to maintain revenue 
because so many major companies go to extraordinary 
lengths to avoid paying reasonable taxes. Tony French 
examines what is being done to remedy this. 

Predictably, The Australian newspaper bucketed the 
recently released Tax Justice Network’s latest report – the 
one questioningly titled, Who Pays For Our Common 
Wealth?. The Report alleges widespread tax avoidance by 
Australia’s top 200 companies, with the additional 
alarming advice that some of them successfully avoid 
paying any tax at all.  

This Report, said The Australian acidly, was a ‘hatchet job’ 
and a ‘reputation tarnishing’ tirade. An incensed Judith 
Sloan called it, ‘plainly misleading and error-ridden’ 
cobbled together by ‘various rent seekers’, a ‘motley crew’, 
she called them, ‘who don’t pay tax’. She named these 
various ‘rent seekers’ as including the ACTU, Oxfam, World 
Vision, the Uniting Church (yes), and – wait for it – Social 
Policy Connections. Ah, at last national prominence, a 
lump rising in my throat at the thought of SPC being 
judged by the company it keeps. 

Judith’s beef was that people in glass houses shouldn’t 
throw stones, drawing, I think, an invalid comparison 
between dedicated not-for-profit organisations and those 
dedicated solely to profit-making. Judith did not mention 
that her own employer, News Corp, paid zero tax in 
Australia. Would that then make Rupert the ‘rent-seeker’ 
or the ‘leaner’ in Judith’s lexicon? 

A close reading of the Report does show that it is not above 
criticism. It sought to calculate an ‘effective tax rate’ (ETR) 
by looking at how many of the ASX Top 200 listed 
companies actually pay the headline corporate tax rate of 
30 per cent on their declared profits. Almost all didn’t, and 
the explanation is simple: they are able to claim legitimate 
deductions such as depreciation on assets or debt interest 
paid, or tax is simply paid elsewhere. The Report also 
confounded companies with listed trusts. Listed trusts 
don’t pay tax; that tax liability is passed on for payment to 
their owners, the unit holders. Non tax-paying listed trusts 
comprise 10% of the ASX listings. 

Read this article in full on our website. 

Cost-shifting via 
mutuals? 
The Public Service  
Mutuals White Paper:  
is this all there is for the 
cooperative movement? 
Len Puglisi 
Cooperatives and ‘mutuals’ continue to 
play a major role in many economies, 
and a new White Paper encourages 
their further development in  
Australia. Len Puglisi considers the issues in the light of 
current concerns for the environment. 

Books available at SPC 
□ A World United or a World Exploited?  

Christian Perspectives on Globalisation  
Edited by Peter Price $20+$5 postage & handling. 

□ Social Justice: Fuller Life in a Fairer World  
Bruce Duncan $25+$5 postage & handling. 

□ Young People, Faith, & Social Justice  
Joan Daw $20+$5 postage & handling. 

□ Sufficient for the Day: Towards a Sustainable 
Culture Geoff Lacey $20+$5 postage & handling. 

Protest against Tax Avoidance 
Haydn flickr cc.  

The renewed 
relevance of Paul VI 
Bruce Duncan 
Pope Francis is highlighting the 
message of Pope Paul VI in calling for 
equitable policies within and between 
countries. Bruce Duncan examines 
why Pope Paul is assuming fresh relevance. 

Papal Visit 1970 Kvasir79 
flickr cc 

Iraq - will we ever 
learn? 
John Menadue 
With permission 
John Menadue questions why the 
Australian government has rushed 
troops and aircraft to join the fight 
against ISIS in Iraq, an immensely 
complex crisis in which Australia can make little significant 
difference.  

6th Battalion 
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NEW BOOK 

Social Justice & the 

Churches: Challenges  

& Responsibilities  

Edited by John D'Arcy May  
Professor Frank Brennan, Fr Max Vodola, Revd Gerald Rose, 
Revd Geoff Pound, Revd Raymond Cleary, Dr Mark Zirnsak, 
Major Jenny Begent, Fr Shenouda Boutros, and Margaret 
Coffey examine the social traditions of seven churches for 
today. 
This book is available through Social Policy Connections for 
$25+$5 postage. To order, email 
admin@socialpolicyconnections.com.au.  

The Business Council of 
Cooperatives & Mutuals 

White Paper August 2014 
Public Service Mutuals: a third 

way for delivering public 
services in Australia.  
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