
 

 

Sr Angela Reed began teaching in inner city schools in Melbourne, and later obtained a Bachelor of Theology and a 
Masters in Social Work. Angela then coordinated ‘Mercy Care’ for seven years, a safe house for women escaping 
family violence in Victoria.  In 2008 she was awarded a Vincent Fairfax Fellowship in Ethics and Leadership through 
St James Ethics Centre. This required her and 13 other Australians to explore ethical issues across Australia and the 
Asia-Pacific.  

She researched domestic sex trafficking in the Philippines in 2011, and recently completed her PhD through the 
School of Global, Urban, & Social Studies at RMIT University.  She hopes her research findings will be shared widely. 
She is currently preparing resource materials for trafficked women.  

A long-time member of ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans), Angela says, “For too 
long, sex trafficking has been attributed to poverty alone”. She believes sex trafficking is complicated, and while 
caused by demand for sex services, traffickers prey on those who have myriad vulnerabilities, which can include 
childhood abuse, social isolation, lack of education, and specific ‘local’ factors. Tragically for many women, sex 
trafficking is part of a lifelong continuum of violence beginning when some are as young as 3 years old.  
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SPC Forum 

Exploiting vulnerability:  
Filipino women who have been trafficked  

give voice to their experience 

The Study Centre Yarra Theological Union 

Best entry via 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Refreshments afterwards. Entry free; donation welcome. 
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