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ANZAC as a protest against war 
Bruce Duncan 

Unequalled numbers commemorated the centenary of the 
Anzac landing at Gallipoli, made at the cost of 8,709 
Australian lives and over 19,441 other casualties. Many 
Australian families suffered deeply from this and other 
battles in World War I.  

It was extremely moving to be part of the commemorations, 
and to feel the depth of emotion as the crowds stood silently 
or watched the parades. 

Prime Minster Tony Abbott rightly wrote that ‘we do not 
glorify war, but rather we honour the values the Anzacs 
embodied… extraordinary courage… selflessness’. He urged 
us to be the custodians of these values: ‘the commitment to 
freedom, the spirit of adventure and the bonds of 
mateship’ (Age, 25 April).   

Certainly we honour and respect these men and women, 
with their families, for the suffering and loss they endured. 
We stand in solidarity and prayer with them. But we do 
them a grievous disservice if we do not learn from their 
pain and grief to do our utmost to avoid wars unless they 
are forced upon us. 

The voice of outrage 

Where is our voice of outrage against the monumental 
incompetence of the politicians and planners who decided 
to attack the Dardenelles without adequate maps, 
intelligence or support? Where is the protest against the 
criminal stupidity of some military commanders who 
needlessly threw away so many lives?  

No Mr Abbott. It was not a ‘magnificent failure’. Gallipoli 
was a wild gamble from the start and it was very soon 
evident it was bound to fail.  

The so-called ‘Anzac legend’ must not become a misleading 
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caricature manufactured for political interests. Our Anzac 
commemoration must echo the howls of protest and anger 
that our soldiers felt against the inhumanity and madness 
of war.  

It must reinforce our determination to avoid such conflicts 
by contributing robustly to peacekeeping efforts and by 
astute diplomacy, supporting the international framework 
for peace through the United Nations and other 
organisations. Especially important are our efforts with 
development assistance to poorer countries, and yet 
unconscionably we having savagely cut our overseas aid 
recently. 

Truly honouring Anzac means we need to continually 
challenge those who wrap themselves in the flag and expose 
our men and women to unnecessary danger, or commit us 
to unnecessary wars, especially on mistaken or contrived 
pretexts as in Iraq in 2003. Let us beware politicians who 
want to be war leaders.  

Not a few Australians think that only Australian (including 
Indigenous soldiers) and New Zealand forces (including 
Maoris) were involved at Gallipoli, unaware that Britain 
(including Ireland) lost eight times as many killed as 
Australia. There were significant numbers from India, as 
well as from France and its colonies in Africa and the 
Pacific. France lost some thousands more troops than did 
Australia. Much worse was to come on the Western Front, 
as we know.  

If the memory of Anzac is to have lasting significance, it 
needs also to embrace the yearnings of the millions of 
people who have settled in Australia from other lands and 
cultures, many fleeing persecution, war and poverty. I have 
no doubt that our old diggers would enthusiastically 
approve of our Anzac commemoration as a stirring protest 
against war and injustice, against militarism and 
oppression.  

The Anzac legacy could be reborn as an expression of 
vibrant solidarity with all those who suffer in war and 
unjustly, with refugees and asylum seekers, offering a fresh 
vision of a more inclusive Australian identity committed to 
helping consolidate peace and social equity in our world. 

View this article and its links to further material on our website 

Anzac Day, the horrors of war, Patarika, flickr cc  

ANZAC Day, Kiama 1916, Kiama Library, flickr cc  
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Books at SPC 
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□ Working with Disaster: Clergy & Bushfires Dr Lisa Jacobson 
$10+$5 postage & handling. 

□ Social Justice & the Churches; Challenges & Responsibilities  
Edited by John D’Arcy May $25+$5 postage & handling. 

□ A World United or a World Exploited? Christian Perspectives 
on Globalisation  
Edited by Peter Price $20+$5 p&h. 

□ Social Justice: Fuller Life in a Fairer World  
Bruce Duncan $25+$5 p&h. 

□ Young People, Faith, & Social Justice  
Joan Daw $20+$5 p&h. 

□ Sufficient for the Day: Towards a Sustainable Culture Geoff 
Lacey $20+$5 p&h. 

□ Towards a Better World Arthur Gibbs $10+$5 p&h. 

The Right Honourable Malcolm Fraser AC, 
CH, GCL, by Jim, flickr cc. 

Anything positive 
about negative 
gearing? 
Tony French 

Many Australians have a love 
affair with negative gearing as 
a secure investment for their 

retirement and for their families.  

‘Housing cost and availability continue to be a BBQ stopper 

with negative gearing predictably polarising the discussion 

and prompting as recently as last week Joe Hockey to say the 

government had no plans to abolish negative gearing, while 

the Opposition cautiously said they ‘may’ wind it back.’ 

Tony Abbot’s 
second budget: 
fairer? 
The first budget of the Abbott 
government was widely 
rejected as unfair to low-
income groups. Kate Mecham 
asks if its second budget will 
again fall heavily on these 
groups by cuts to welfare 

payments and support programs. 

Helping the homeless, Ed Yourdon, 
flickr cc  

How should we 
respond to 
terrorism? 
The threat from terrorism 

raises confronting moral issues 

for western governments. Brian 

Johnstone considers the 

religious issues, and the 

challenge to human rights from a western use of torture and 

drones. 

Witness against torture: Reverend 
Billy Joins the protest,  

Justin Norman, flickr cc. 

Who helps the 
helpers? 
Closely involved with church 

and community groups 

responding to the bushfires, 

Ivan Peterson reflects on the 

impact of this prolonged 

trauma on the helpers. 

Ruins of a community hall 
destroyed by bushfire with war 

memorial in foreground.  
©Steve Lovegrove.  

SPC April Forum 
Angela Reed on 
sex trafficking 
Mercy Sister Angela Reed 

reports on sex trafficking in 

the Philippines, and identifies 

key factors making women 

vulnerable to being caught up 

in the oppression and desperation of being trafficked. 

Human trafficking, Imagens 
Evangélicas, flickr cc. 

Reflections on the 
Solomon Islands 
After several years working in 
the Solomon Islands, 
Dominican priest, Peter 
Murnane reflects on the people, 
the effects of the Second World 
War, more recent civil conflict, 

the Australian intervention in RAMSI, and the challenges 
of development. 

IMG_3210 Halavo Solomon Islands,  
Jenny Scott, flickr cc  

Clergy in 
emergencies: the 
2009 bushfires 
Launching Working with 

disaster: clergy & bushfires, 

Victorian Commissioner for 

Emergency Management Craig 

Lapsley said churches and 

community groups need to prepare with government and 

other agencies for further such emergencies. Dr Lisa 

Jacobson distils her recommendations on what this entails 

in the book, drawn from her interviews with clergy who 

were involved in the bushfires. 

Ivan Peterson, Revd Dr Stephen 
Ames, Dr Lisa Jacobson, Craig 

Lapsley, Revd John Bottomley, and 
Stuart Stuart. Photo courtesy Mark 

Brolly, Melbourne Anglican.  

Government Housing, Melbourne,  
Don Urban, flickr cc. 

Realities and surprises in 
Brenda Niall’s Mannix 
Len Puglisi draws on his links to the 
Melbourne Catholic Worker group in 
reflecting on the social and political 
roles of Melbourne’s Archbishop 
Mannix. 


