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Our mission:  
your social justice concerns 

We invite your feedback & views 
Our mission is to inform, educate, and engage our 
members and readers, so that, together with like-
minded organisations and individuals, we may 
influence the policy agenda of our leaders, as well as 
their response to selected issues. 

We seek to evaluate events and policies in terms of 
their impact on the wellbeing of everyone, especially 

of those who are vulnerable. We also relate these 
concerns to the social traditions of the churches, and 

contribute in the public forum to debates and 
initiatives to increase social wellbeing. 

Social Policy Connections would very much like to 
hear what you think, to see how well we are 

presenting matters of concern to our members,  
as well as those of interest to our extensive  

online readership. 

We invite you to complete our online questionnaire.  
Please find the link on our website at  

http://www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au/?p=9880. 

Like Pope Francis, Stiglitz has been arguing against the 
philosophy of neoliberalism and its economic results. 
Indeed, Stiglitz has been one of the key advisers to the 
Vatican, and has helped inform the Pope’s writings and 
speeches. 

For additional insight into the clash of views between 
Catholic social advocacy and neoliberalism, read some of 
the talks by Pope Francis in Mexico recently, reiterating his 
message in Laudato Si’ and elsewhere, calling for increased 
social equity and participation, so that everyone can access 
a decent livelihood. 

As Bruce Duncan writes this month, Francis made an 
extraordinary visit to the Zapatista regime of indigenous 
peoples in the southern Mexico state of Chiapas. But the 
media seemed to miss the significance of this, and especially 
the resonance between what the Zapatistas have built in 
their autonomous state and the ancient Jesuit Reductions in 
Paraguay, which lasted for 150 years before being destroyed 
by the Portuguese and Spanish in 1767. As a Jesuit, Francis 
is well aware of the history of the Reductions. 

One can hardly imagine a greater contrast than this between 
the extreme inequality engendered by neoliberal economics 
and the Zapatistas developing their cooperative economy on 
the basis of their traditional communal ownership of land. 

While Stiglitz and Pope Francis agree that restoring social 
equity is the key to a sustainable and peaceful future, 
ensuring this entails confronting and defeating the 
dominant power of these special interests in their neoliberal 
cladding. 

Election looming? 
Speculation is increasing about an early federal election, 
possibly in July. That would be something of a gamble for 
the Coalition, as Mr Turnbull’s honeymoon polls have 
greatly weakened, partly because of apparent dithering by 
the Government, partly from disarray within Liberal ranks, 
and partly because the Labor Opposition has been putting 
forward sensible economic policies and in the polls is 
looking a serious threat. 

We have presented numbers of talks – including those from 
prominent economic commentator Tim Colebatch, and 
from Tony French – on how to fix the budget deficits, 
especially by enhancing fairness in the tax system, and 
providing the needed revenue for government services such 
as housing (as Jenny Begent points out in this newsletter). 

Yet we also see the power of special interests at work. 
Australia has not been as badly affected by this as our US 

cousins, who have been shamelessly exploited by sectional 
interest groups, using the ideology of neoliberal economics 
as justification and excuse for exploitation of the great bulk 
of working people. No wonder so many Americans, fed up 
with their political system, are embracing the venting 
nostrums of Donald Trump. 

As the Nobel laureate, Joseph Stiglitz, has argued for years, 
the rich and powerful in the United States (and elsewhere) 
have written the rules of the economy to channel vast 
wealth into their own pockets, while most US citizens have 
not increased their real income in 30 years or more. 

Do you think this is an exaggeration? For a concise update 
on Stiglitz’s critique, see his latest book, Rewriting the 
Rules of the American Economy: an Agenda for Growth & 
Shared Prosperity. 
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Nowhere to lay 
their heads: 
homeless in 
Melbourne 
Jenny Begent 

In 2008, the former Federal 

Government promised to 

halve homelessness by 

2020, and put more than a 

billion dollars towards it. 

Yet the 2011 Census showed that, every night in Australia, 

105,000 people are still without a place to call 

home. Numbers of homeless have increased significantly 

since then. Many of them are living in inadequate and 

unsafe conditions; many more are on the street, in 

laneways, parks, under bridges, and in doorways. Record 

numbers of homeless people have been counted living on 

the streets of Melbourne, and services are wilting under the 

demand created by external economic and social forces.  

Palm Sunday Walk 2016  

Justice for Refugees  

Close Manus. Close Nauru. 

Sunday 20 March 2pm  
State Library 

corner Swanston & Latrobe Streets Melbourne 

www.facebook.com/palmsundaywalk 

#justice4refugees 

Homeless, Pedro Ribeiro Simões,  
flickr cc. 

Pope Francis 
supports social 
revolution among 
Zapatistas in 
Mexico 
Bruce Duncan 

Western media largely 

missed the significance of 

Pope Francis’s visit to the ‘Free and Sovereign State of 

Chiapas’ in the south of Mexico, on the border with 

Guatemala in February 2016. He not only reiterated the 

message he bore elsewhere in Mexico about the Church’s 

support for a social and cultural revolution in favour of 

increased equality, social justice, and human rights. 

Francis singled out the indigenous peoples of Chiapas, 

which on 1 January 1994 had erupted in a short-lived 

rebellion against the Mexican government’s attempt to 

privatise communally-owned land; this was the very day the 

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) came into 

effect. The issues of indigenous peoples and land rights are 

extremely sensitive in Mexico, yet by visiting Chiapas, 

Francis was determined to highlight the problems and 

encourage solutions.  

Zapatista mural, Garrett Ziegler, flickr 
cc. 

Multinationals’ tax 
humbug? 
Tony French 

Governments everywhere 

are alarmed at the lack of 

adequate tax revenue to pay 

their bills, and are looking 

closely at why many 

multinationals pay so little 

tax in many countries in 

which they operate. Tony French considers the tax issues 

for multinationals, arguing for increased resolve from the 

Australian Tax Office (ATO). 

"Showing such resolve has the unintended advantage, too, 

of prompting large companies into dialogue with the ATO, 

an illustration perhaps of the infamous line: 'shoot one and 

terrify a thousand'.  Allegedly, the effect has been to 

encourage multinationals to open their books to ATO audit, 

and coincidentally to leave an increased proportion of their 

profits here as tax." 

In the heat of all this moral outrage, it is still timely to 

remember that tax avoidance is actually legal. Tax evasion 

is not. No one has suggested, even scandalously, that 

multinationals are engaged in a giant and evil plan of tax 

evasion; rather, it’s a plaintiff whine that they are not 

paying enough tax here, and are consequently rorting us, 

the decent people of Australia. 

Taxes, Images Money, flickr cc. 

Regional 
cooperation on 
refugees, Bali, & a 
Track II Dialogue 
John Menadue 

John Menadue attended the 

Track II Dialogue in 

Bangkok in February 2016 

which made recom-

mendations to the Bali 

Process Ad Hoc Group on improving regional cooperation 

to manage and assist displaced people.  

He reports that there is quite a way to go in the Bali Process 

to build a framework of cooperation. It is very clear for 

Australia and for other regional countries that we cannot 

manage this problem on our own. There must be shared 

responsibility and burden-sharing. We need to build trust 

and a structure which will provide dignity and protection 

for vulnerable and displaced people. 

Government and non-government members of the Track II 

Dialogue in Bangkok all showed strong commitment to the 

overall process and to maintaining involvement to build an 

architecture of regional cooperation to manage and assist 

people displaced in the region. 

The next two meetings of the Track II Dialogue will be held 

in Malaysia in September 2016 and Indonesia in 

early 2017. 

Massive influx of Syrian Kurdish 
refugees into Turkey, European 
Commission DG ECHO, flickr cc.  
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