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community, there is also need for an effective civil 
authority. 

In his article on Labor’s agenda to tackle inequality, Tony 
French does not make reference directly to the common 
good, but cites Jenny Macklin’s call “for an overdue 
discussion about what kind of Australia we want”. Also, 
ominously, he closes with a challenge of how a failure to 
address the issue of equality may see a breakdown in social 
cohesion. 

The call to address the kind of Australia we want is certainly 
not new. It lies at the base of the tax conversation playing 
out now in a rather unedifying manner. To pursue a just 
ordering of society will inevitably mean that special interest 
groups who have won for themselves preferential 
arrangements will be loud in their opposition. 

John Menadue, in his article on taxes, while ascribing 
somewhat cynical political motives to the current state of 

taxation discussions, also 
lists where substantial 
revenue could be raised 
without overall altering tax 
rates at all. But it would 
mean modifying or 
dismantling preferential 
arrangements already in 
place for the benefit of 
powerful lobby groups. 

The call for an ordering of 
our polity to obtain a just 
ordering of society also lies at 
the roots of the article by 
Jason Davies-Kildae on 
sanctuary for refugees. Jason 
characterises the offer of 
Church sanctuary as a stand 
against oppressive powers on 
behalf of the poor, the 
marginalised, and the 
vulnerable. 

Michael Walter, in his article on youth poverty, adverts to 
another aspect of disadvantage in Australia which calls into 
question our commitment to those who, through no fault of 
their own, are in need. Youth poverty is not only about the 
immediate circumstance of those affected, but also, when 
unattended to, constitutes a significant barrier to later life 
improvement.  

The fair-go society is seriously unwell, however, but not so 
much that it is moribund and beyond repair. But the signs 
are of concern: we are increasingly seeing the big leaning on 
the small, the powerful blaming the poor for their condition, 
men acting violently and abusively towards women, racial 
and religious intolerance growing – the lament goes on. 

Whatever our party politics, if Australia is to embody the 
values of equity and fairness, then we should be open to 
Macklin’s call for the discussion of national values, and be 
ready to place social policy at the centre of the economic 
policy debate. 

Common ills &  
the common good 

Peter Whiting 
The daily newspapers are seldom the source of uplifting 
stories, and recent weeks have been no exception, with the 
usual catalogue of adversarial politics, serious accidents, 
violent crime, Royal Commission outpourings, stock market 
alarms all well represented. However, seizing a place on 
front pages has been a further set of scandals highlighting 
the business failings of large corporations and wealthy 
elites. 

The corrupt dealings of the ‘Unaoil scandal’ and the opaque 
financial arrangements exposed in the ‘Panama Papers’ 
have now been linked to Fairfax Media allegations that tax 
haven arrangements of various wealthy individuals via 
Mossack Fonseca in Panama 
have been used to fund 
payments to corrupt politicians, 
officials, and corporate 
executives. 

We need not look overseas to be 
concerned about what large 
companies are doing. 
Corporates and individuals in 
Australia are also caught up in 
questionable practices. Fair 
Work Australia is pursuing the 
national convenience store 
franchise 7-Eleven for wage 
fraud said to amount to over 
$100 million. 

ASIC has alleged the major 
banks have been manipulating 
the Bank Bill Swap Rate 
(BBSW) to their own advantage. 
This comes after a number of 
other ‘scandals’ involving the 
banks have disclosed a culture 
of obsessive self-interest and led to calls for a Royal 
Commission into the banks and a public rebuke from the 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. 

Such events should not surprise. At their base level, they 
are about greed and self-interest. But they reach deeply into 
our cultural and political life. The call for a change to the 
business culture of the banks and other corporations, while 
doubtless justified, masks a need for change to values and 
structures by which we live as a society. We need to 
reappraise and reinstitute the idea of ‘the common good’ 
into our society values. 

Various definitions of the ‘common good’ can be adopted, 
with the Roman Catholic tradition understanding the 
phrase as the sum total of social conditions enabling 
individuals and groups fully and readily to reach fulfilment 
through the just ordering of society. This definition has the 
benefit of recognising the role of individuals and groups, as 
well as acknowledging that, because they live in 
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Parity edition launch 
Food Insecurity & Homelessness 

Thursday 21 April 9-10am 
The Hub @ Docklands 80 Harbour Esplanade Docklands Melbourne 

Emeritus Professor Chris Chamberlain 
Homelessness Researcher RMIT 

Speakers include John Blewonski CEO VincentCare & 
Acting CEO St Vincent de Paul Victoria, Sally Mitchell 
Executive Director Community Mental Health, AOD, & 

Homelessness Cohealth, Cr Beverley Wood food security 
practitioner & policy expert. 

Register by 18 April http://tinyurl.com/zunut4n. 

Jenny Macklin on 
Labor’s agenda to 
tackle inequality 
Tony French 

Jenny Macklin has not been 

idle while in Opposition. After 

two years of research and 

consultation, the former 

Families Minister has 

produced the report, Growing 

together: Labor's agenda for 

tackling inequality . It is, she 

claims, "a significant piece of research", directing our 

attention to the facts that, despite 25 years of sustained and 

indeed unprecedented economic growth, inequality is now 

at a 75-year high, 2.5 million Australians live below the 

poverty line, hundreds of thousands are unemployed, and 

one million are in insecure work.  
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Sanctuary 
Jason Davies-Kildae 

Concerned about exacerbating 

the trauma already 

experienced by refugees and 

asylum seekers, the Australian 

Churches Refugee Taskforce is 

gathering momentum in 

rediscovering the notion of 

sanctuary, offering shelter, 

food, clothing, and support to 

asylum seekers, in defiance of what is seen to be an unjust 

system. More than 100 churches across the country have 

joined this sanctuary movement, risking criminal sanctions 

to protect our vulnerable neighbours.  
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Over 600,000 Aussie 
kids - 17.7 percent - 
living in poverty 
Michael Walter 

The sad reality is that over 

600,000 Aussie kids - 17.7 

percent of all Australian 

children - are living in poverty. 

This statistic at first seems too high. But, many times, I 

have returned to the report by ACOSS, Poverty in Australia 

2014, to confirm this statistic, hoping I've remembered it 

incorrectly - but there were the figures.  
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The fake discussion  
on state taxes 
John Menadue 

There are numerous proposals 

for increasing revenue without 

increasing tax rates. The most 

recent was from the Committee 

for Economic Development of 

Australia (CEDA). That committee suggested several ways 

in which revenue could be increased without increasing 

income tax.  
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BBSW - too dumb  
to understand? 
Pat McConnell 

The reactions of ANZ and 

Westpac management to 

recent legal actions by ASIC 

alleging manipulation of the 

Bank Bill Swap Rate (BBSW) 

benchmark are instructive of 

the attitudes of the major banks.  
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Naomi Klein. This 
changes everything: 
capitalism vs  
climate change 
Reviewed by Kevin 
Peoples 

Klein is not out to convince the 

reader of the dangers of 

climate change - that is a 

given. More importantly than this, she sees climate change 

as an opportunity. Her thesis is that modern capitalism is 

incompatible with saving the planet. Klein does not deal in 

half measures. She argues that the changes required to stay 

within safe limits of warming have diminished to the point 

at which they cannot be achieved within global capitalism. 

Naomi Klein, Peoples’ Social 
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