
 

 

This unit examines the social teaching of Pope Francis and other religious leaders, in response to recent 

economic crises, as they incorporate insights from social and other scientists into a renewed moral perspective 

to secure a sustainable future for humanity.   

The unit explores especially Pope Francis’s document, Laudato Si’ of 2015, and the views of leading 

economists and climate experts who have been influential with Francis and his team of writers. How does 

Francis see the links between religion, values and economics? 

Francis is not an expert in social science, but is offering a moral perspective, in conversation with existing 

disciplines and current scientific opinion.  Like his 

predecessors, Pope Francis is highly critical of extreme 

free-market views, often termed neoliberalism. The unit 

examines this conflict of views about morality and 
economics, including as it played out during the Global 

Financial Crisis. 

The unit examines efforts at world development, 

especially the UN Sustainable Development Goals, and 

debates about the dominant growth model, with the 

mounting problems of inequality and sustainability. 

We also consider aspects of the world development 

agenda which involve trade and aid, with increasing 
debt problems. Specifically we also consider how to 

eliminate hunger, increase food production more 

sustainably, and manage issues arising from rapid 

population growth. 

Lecturer Bruce Duncan CSsR 

Equity & sustainability 

Pope Francis has stunned many with his urgent calls to resolve the growing problems of 

extreme poverty, vast inequalities between and within nations, and unprecedented 
threats from global warming and climate change.  

What does this mean in practice? How might people of goodwill tackle the unprecedented 

challenges facing humans and our planet? 

A 12-week second-semester unit. Tuesdays pm from 26 July 2016.  
DT2/3016Y, DT9016Y 
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Enroll for this unit, either for accreditation or for audit. For information on fees etc, see the YTU 

Handbook (www.ytu.edu.au), or contact the Registrar 03 9890 3771, registrar@ytu.edu.au. 

For awards, courses and units available within the University of Divinity, go to www.divinity.edu.au . 
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