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Refugee issues, again 

On a hopeful note, the Prime Minister at the United 

Nations in New York announced that Australia will 

permanently maintain an annual humanitarian intake 

of 18,750, an increase of 5,000 on the 2015-16 

numbers, but still less than the 20,000 target under 

Labor. We could, of course, do 

much more than this. Already, 

around 190,000 migrants settle in 

Australia annually, the greatest 

proportion of them being 

economic or family migrants. 

The President of the Refugee 

Council of Australia and Director 

of the Edmund Rice Centre, Phil 

Glendenning, welcomed the 

increased intake, but added that 

the government’s commitment to 

increase funding for international 

refugee programs by $130 million 

is insignificant, given the 

increased numbers of refugees. 

Compare that amount to the $9.6 

billion Australia has spent on 

offshore detention since 2013. 

Alas, Prime Minister Turnbull failed recently at the 

United Nations to take to heart the criticisms that 

body has voiced regarding the treatment of those in 

detention. 

Social Justice Statement on Aging 

On a positive note, the Australian Catholic Bishops, in 

their just released 2016 Social Justice Statement, call 

for a national strategy for positive aging. But, as the 

Bishops’ statement reflects, there are many older 

Australians who are unable to find work, and who are 

lonely, disadvantaged, and, sadly, even abused. 

Indeed, not a few fall among the one in seven below 

the poverty line already referred to. 

The aging of the population brings with it key social 

justice challenges with policy implications in such 

diverse fields as taxation, pensions and 

superannuation, spending on health and aged-care 

services, workplace arrangements, and so on.  

When we address the shortcomings in our social 

justice settings, we can easily become focused on the 

‘half empty’ part of the glass and miss the moments 

when something hopeful may be emerging. Some 

recent releases gave me pause to consider whether 

there is just a glimmer of hope 

emerging, on some fronts at least. 

In a political climate marked by 

rancorous disagreement among 

the major parties over budgetary 

matters, it was pleasing to see the 

two parties recently combine to 

pass the omnibus budget savings 

bill. While the $6 billion saving 

over four years falls well short of 

the budget adjustment 

commentators argue is required, 

the compromise gives hope that 

the parties in this parliament will 

act in a collaborative manner, and 

also that the measures eventually 

adopted have increased focus on 

genuine reform which does not 

unreasonably impact already 

vulnerable people. 

Budget equity? 

The fact that almost one in seven Australians, 

including more than 600,000 children, live beneath 

the poverty line is a scandal for a country as well off as 

Australia. Budget measures need to be crafted to 

address the structural causes of poverty, not to 

penalise those who find themselves disadvantaged. 

Yet, as John Falzon from the St Vincent de Paul 

Society noted, more than half the savings came from 

social security payments, particularly from family 

benefits. Falzon was relieved that people on Newstart 

($38 a day) and pensions did not lose their carbon tax 

compensation, and that cuts to dental services had 

been removed. But he said the changes needed to go 

further in addressing excessively generous 

superannuation concessions and loopholes favouring 

high-income groups. 

A glimmer of hope? Or just a passing moment? 
Peter Whiting 
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Peter Mares: Challenges in 
Australia’s shift to 
temporary migration 
Wednesday 19 October  
7:30-9pm 
Yarra Theological Union Box Hill 
(best entry 34 Bedford Street) 
Donations welcome. Nibbles and 
drinks after the talk. Copies of 
Peter’s recent book, Not quite 
Australian: how temporary migration 

is changing Australia, will be available for purchase. 

A Kiwi con? New 
Zealand’s model of 
welfare reform 
Tony French 

Can anything good come 
out of New Zealand? Well, 
our Government thinks so. 
It’s fallen for what’s called 
the ‘investment approach’ to 
social welfare reform, a New 

Zealand initiative in operation there for nearly five years. 
Its appeal is that it is designed to curb welfare dependency. 
Despite the praises lavished by our politicians on 
performance of the New Zealand economy, a visit there 
soon reveals obvious social inequality.  
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What happened  
to the Sustainable 
Development Goals? 
Gary Harkin 

The Brown to Green study 
by Climate Transparency 
argues that Australia is a 
laggard on climate action 

(the critical Goal 13 of the Sustainable Development Goals 
SDGs); indeed, we are the only G20 nation judged ‘very 
poor’ in four of the the seven climate categories. This 
unflattering assessment for Australia from a respected 
international source comes, as the Federal Government and 
Opposition, in budget-fix mode, consider a cut of over 
$1billion for clean energy technologies (the Australian 
Renewal Energy Agency). 
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World religious 
leaders at Assisi: be 
partisans of peace 
Bruce Duncan 

It is a message sorely 
needed today, Pope Francis 
said at Assisi to leaders 
from world religions, that 
authentic religions must 

only advocate for peace and reconciliation among peoples, 
and never be used as an excuse for violence or war. 
Religious leaders must be ‘artisans of peace’. The Bishop of 
Rome said the meeting was for “prayer, penitence, and 
crying, because the world is at war. God, the father of all, 
Christians and not, wants peace. There’s no god of war”. 
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Putting carbon back 
in the land is a 
smokescreen for 
real climate action: 
Climate Council  
Martin Rice &  
Will Steffen  
(The Conversation) 

Last December, Australia 
joined the rest of the world 

in pledging to do everything possible to limit global 
warming to no more than 2ºC above pre-industrial levels, 
and furthermore to pursue efforts to limit the increase to 
1.5ºC. Yet Australia lacks a robust, credible, long-term plan 
to cut Australia’s CO² emissions from fossil fuel 
combustion. 
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A spirituality for 
just-peacemakers 
Brian Johnstone 

Peace, of course, was 
required by classic just-war 
doctrine as the ultimate 
purpose which justified 
war. But, in this doctrine, 
peace was invoked to justify 
violence. In the pacifist 
view, truly just peace 
cannot be attained by 
violent means; to claim that 
violence can be a means to 

true peace would be a contradiction. Thus, genuine pacifists 
insist that peacemaking must be non-violent. How might 
we describe a spirituality for this kind of pacifism? 
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Australia’s 
shambolic policy on 
Syria — up Shi’ite 
creek  
Richard Woolcott 

In New York, Prime 
Minister Turnbull said he 
regretted the involvement 
of Australian Super Hornets 
in the bombing of Syrian 

Government soldiers, which killed some 90 soldiers who 
were fighting against ISIS. This underlined the fact that 
Australia should not be involved. In Washington, he 
confidently said he had received a defence briefing on Syria 
and on the coming defeat of ISIS. Has he forgotten how 
inaccurate Washington’s defence briefings were on 
Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan, leading us into three losing 
wars? There can be no military solution to what is 
happening in Syria, and Australia cannot act to to assist in 
breaking the ongoing deadlocks. 
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Book launch 
Imagining the ecumenical:  

a personal journey 
By John D’Arcy May 

With Fr Michael Elligate St Carthage’s University Parish 

Thursday 13 October 6pm (5:30 for drinks) 
Yarra Theological Union Box Hill  
(best entry 34 Bedford Street) 
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