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World leaders are still struggling with the implications 
of the Trump Administration. They are watching closely 
to see how firmly the new US President sticks to his 
campaign pledges, and how much he is 
prepared to listen to experienced 
advisors.
Trump caused confusion with his 
recent disjointed remarks to the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
but it was not clear if Trump was 
abandoning a two-state solution for the 
Palestine issue. Our own Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull had a 
chance to reiterate Australia’s support 
for a two-state settlement for Palestine when Netanyahu 
visited Australia briefly, but instead attacked UN 
resolutions against Israel for its contravention of 
international law. This SPC newsletter looks at these 
issues in its lead article, What future for Palestine?
Social Policy Connections has been delighted to have 
two prominent speakers at its recent public forums.
Bill Armstrong. Genuine development: what it involves

Bill Armstrong AO spoke on 22 February on how aid 
and welfare are no substitutes for genuine development, 
either in Indigenous communities, or overseas. He was 
critical of government funding for some aid agencies 
resulting in their agendas drifting away from direct 
community development and community-to-community 
collaboration, and instead towards involvement in 
Australia’s perceived national interests in business, 
trade, and security. He insisted that the best results for 
genuine development come from long-term 
collaboration with local communities to empower them 
to stand up for their rights and shape their own futures. 
SPC captures some of Bill’s incisive address on Youtube.
Bill has vast experience in development work. An 
apprentice fitter and turner, Bill worked for five years 
with the Young Christian Workers Movement (YCW) 
before beginning a career in international development 

with the Overseas Service Bureau, later named 
Australian Volunteers International, as CEO for 20 
years. In the 1970s, he was national coordinator of the 

Churches International Development 
Education Program, Action for World 
Development. He was president of the 
Australian Council for International 
Development (ACFID) from 1993 to 
1997. He is currently co-chair of 
Indigenous Community Volunteers, and 
has a long involvement with Timor 
Leste, for three years chairing the City 
of Port Philip’s Friends of Covalima/
Suai in Timor Leste.

Josh Cullinan. Exploited workers demand just wages

Another splendid speaker for SPC was Josh Cullinan, 
who has been prominent in exposing the massive 
exploitation of low-paid workers in major retail and fast 
food outlets. Sections of Josh’s November talk at SPC are 
posted on Youtube. Josh has worked in the Australian 
trade union movement for 15 years, and his work for 
casual workers won him the 2013 ACTU Best Workplace 
Campaign of the Year Award. He has campaigned for 
workers at Bakers Delight, Hungry Jacks, 7/11 stores, 
and Coles. He honed his leadership skills in the Young 
Christian Workers movement between 1996 and 2002.
Josh is dismayed at deals made at the cost of workers’ 
wage entitlements with major employers (including 
Coles, Woolworths, and McDonald’s) by the conservative 
Shop, Distributive, & Allied Employees Association. He 
has launched a new union to represent these workers, 
the Retail & Fast Food Workers Union (RAFFWU). More 
than 250,000 workers have been short-changed, at a 
saving to big business of some $300million.
The new union is strongly opposed to the recent cuts in 
penalty rates for many young workers. Its volunteers 
and supporters are making contacts with employees in 
hundreds of workplaces around Australia.

Time for Australia to recognise Palestine?
Editorial Bruce Duncan



Is inequality facturing 
our society?
Most of us still enjoy Sunday as 
a day of rest, if not from a 
religious perspective any longer, 
then certainly from a family and 
recreational perspective. On 
Sundays, teachers don’t teach, 
children don’t go to school, the 
stock exchange is closed, 

parliament doesn’t sit, and professional folk have their 
feet up. Not so for those who need to supplement their 
incomes by working on Sunday. Our conventional 
understanding has been that, if these workers are denied 
the opportunity of precious family time, then they 
should be fairly compensated, writes Gary Harkin.

Small-scale farmers 
vital in the struggle for 
equity & 
environmental 
sustainability
Leading experts highlighted the 
role of small farmers in 
responding to the challenges of 

increasing food production in a way which is socially 
equitable as well as sustainable in the changing 
environment. Professors Roger Jones and Bhajan 
Grewal from Victoria University and High Lacey from 
the Working Group on Agroecology in Brazil spoke in 
Melbourne in late February. Rowan Ireland reflects 
on the significance of the new views in agroecology.

UFCW International Union. 
timalzy. flickr cc.

Reconstructing 
juvenile justice - a 
seven-point plan
In light of the ongoing crisis in 
juvenile detention, Terry 
Laidler argues that juveniles 
need to be treated differently 

from adults, particularly to develop emotional maturity 
and impulse control. Many of these kids come from 
highly dysfunctional backgrounds, and a prison-like 
regime is likely to damage them further. To prevent such 
lasting damage, Laidler offers a plan for concerted 
efforts to help these young people deal with their issues 
by equipping them for a new life in society.
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What future for 
Palestine?
Following renewed expansion of 
Jewish settlements in 
Palestinian lands, Bruce 
Duncan considers views 
opposed to Netanyahu 
internationally and within Israel 

itself, including those from former intelligence and 
military leaders. He notes that 137 countries, including 
the Holy See in 2015, have recognised the state of 
Palestine, and asks if it is time for Australia to do 
likewise.
Obama’s Secretary of State, John Kerry, recently warned 
that Netanyahu’s government is “the most right-wing in 
Israel’s history”, and that, by obstructing a settlement 
with the Palestinians, Israel will drift to a one-state 
outcome, Eventually, the growth of non-Jewish 
population will make Jewish people a minority in Israel, 

Agrobusiness vs Agroecology. Pablo 
Peiker. flickr cc.

War, conflict, 
economic strife: the 
world in 2017 is rife 
with hotspots, but 
leavened by hope
With so many ‘hotspots’ around 

the world, with wars, environmental and economic 
problems, Susan Harris Rimmer is still hopeful for 
these coming years, particularly because of the 
structures of international governance and management 
which are in place. She urges, however, that Australia 
“strengthen the quality and quantum of our 
humanitarian responses, and continue to invest in the 
UN’s humanitarian architecture”, particularly in 
preventative diplomacy and mediation.

SPC Youtube Videos
Follow the links on our website

Bill Armstrong AO, spoke 
at the Social Policy 
Connections forum on 22 
February, drew on a lifetime 
working in aid and 
development. 

Josh Cullinan, who spoke 
at the SPC forum on 30 
November 2016, has been a 
key figure in exposing under-
payment of part-time and 
casual workers in retail and 

fast food sectors, and is building a new union, the 
Retail & Fast Food Workers Union, to ensure workers 
are paid a just wage.


