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Luang preferred to get on with the job, recognising that 
their contribution was just that: a contribution to a team 
effort. “We have a job to do”, said John Volanthen, who 
found the boys, when asked for comment by the media. 

Richard Harris commented on his Facebook page following 
the rescue, “I wanted to give credit to all the people in some 
way involved. Craig and I have had a spotlight on our 
efforts, and we want to make everyone realise that the role 
we played was no more nor less important than all the many 
hundreds (perhaps thousands) of people I have mentioned. 
… We just consider ourselves lucky to have had some skills 
we could contribute to the wonderful outcome.” 

An embrace of our common humanity 

In an age of tribalism and racism, toxic 
nationalism, toxic masculinity, and toxic 
feminism, an age of loud fundamentalisms of 
religious and secularist varieties, an age in 
which difference feeds the culture wars, we 
saw some 10,000 people, 2,000 soldiers, 200 
divers, 100 government agencies from tens of 
countries and numerous religions, men and 
women … thinking nothing of those 
differences in the interests of what they had in 
common. To plagiarise the Letter to the 
Galatians, they were “neither Thai nor Aussie, 
Buddhist nor Christian, neither male nor 
female, neither heroes nor nobodies”, as their 
common humanity overwhelmed all 
difference. 

In an age of increasing disparity between the 
very wealthy and those who struggle to make 

ends meet, rich and poor worked side by 
side—whether Adelaide anaesthetists 
forgoing a Nullarbor holiday, or retired Thai 

SEALs risking and even losing life, or UK cave divers taking 
time off the 9 to 5 IT job to attempt another rescue, or local 
Thai farmers pitching in from the beginning to feed the 
rescue teams at no cost—all social and economic differences 
ignored in the name of the common good. 

In an age of victimhood, identity politics and political 
correctness, once again, the individual and the cost to the 
individual, even to Saman Kunan’s life, were not the 
dominant narrative, overwhelmed by the communal goal for 
which everyone laboured. 

In an age of political bickering, the sad circus of 
parliamentary question time, or the juvenile behaviour of 
two nuclear-armed bully boys on the global stage, how 
encouraging to see the nations come together in common 
cause. 
Dr Chris Mulherin is an Anglican priest and Director of 
ISCAST–Christians in Science & Technology. He is a 
member of the SPC board. 

Until last month, Richard Harris was, to me, a fondly 
remembered Irish actor. But on the global stage, the new 
Richard Harris, 'Harry', is an Adelaide anaesthetist/medical 
recovery expert, and, in his spare time, an expert cave diver. 
He is also a man who avoids publicity and fandom. 

In a world in which so many are destitute and dying, where 
thousands die of numerous and horrific causes every day, 
what is it about Richard Harris and the rescue of a dozen 
Wild Boars soccer players that captures global attention? 

Some thoughts … 

Yes, the rescue from the depths of the Tham Luang caves 
was a gripping drama; it was the epitome of 
reality TV, with new dangers and 
possibilities night after night, drawn out for 
over a week of prime-time viewing. A media 
dream come true for those agencies with 
boots on the muddy ground. 

Yes, for Aussies, Thailand is close 
geographically and culturally (you guessed: 
the owner of our local Thai restaurant had a 
connection to someone who knew someone 
…). 

Yes, in retrospect, what a story! Following 
the sad death of retired Thai navy diver 
Saman Kunan, the almost miraculous safe 
rescue of the boys and coach was a good-
news story for all the world to celebrate. As 
one lead diver said: what was expected to 
be a body recovery turned out to be a 
rescue. 

And no, you probably didn’t know that two 
of the boys and their coach are not Thai, 
but stateless, belonging to ethnic minorities 
within Thailand, and incidentally making 
them ineligible to accept the offer of Manchester United 
football club to visit the UK next season. 

However, the inspiration and lessons of this story go 
beyond riveting real-time TV and lives saved. In my view, 
what we saw during that gripping week in July was human 
community at its best: individuals finding their place—
indeed, finding the meaning of life, for a time at least—in 
the pursuit of the common good. And what we saw was a 
challenge and a contrast to so much of what passes for 
important among the chattering classes. 

In an age ruled by economics, the market, and the cult of 
personality, no expense was spared to save the lives of 13 
‘nobodies’ from the northern backblocks of Thailand. There 
was no rationalist weighing-up of the value of a young Thai 
boy’s life, no thought about whether the operation was 
‘worth it’. 

In an age of egocentric ‘virtue signalling’ and the media 
quest to bequeath stardom on some, the ‘heroes’ of Tham 

The Thai cave rescue & the surge of common humanity 
Chris Mulherin 
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SPC Forum. Is Victoria still a 'dreadful parent' for the hundreds of 
children in state care or confinement? 
Bernie Geary OAM, former Victorian Commissioner for Children & Young People 

Thursday 30 August 7:30-9pm 
Yarra Theological Union Study Centre via 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Bernie Geary OAM has been involved with children and young people for most of his 
life. He was Victoria’s first Child Safety Commissioner from 2005, and was appointed 
Victorian Commissioner for Children & Young People from 2013 until late 2015. He 
has returned to the Youth Parole Board, and also sits on the Mental Health Tribunal. 

Climate change : verging 
on a slow-burning 
apocalypse? 
Bruce Duncan 
Astonishingly, some people are still 
not convinced of the dangers of 
climate change, despite frequent 
reports of extreme weather events, 

rising sea levels, and record global temperatures. In close 
collaboration with climate scientists, Pope Francis is in no 
doubt about the reality of climate change, and highlights 
our moral responsibility at this time of acute peril. Francis 
did not mince words: “the pace of consumption, waste, and 
environmental change has so stretched the planet’s capacity 
that our contemporary lifestyle, unsustainable as it is, can 
only precipitate catastrophes”, leaving future generations 
“only rubble, deserts, and refuse”. 

Obama’s address for 
Mandela’s 100th birthday 
Larry Kaufman 
In the maximum security section, we 
were made up of white, black, 
coloured (mixed-race), and Asian 
South Africans. We represented all 
the world religions, as well as a 
confirmed atheist. We ranged in ages 
from 19 to 76. We formed a close 

community of mutual support and service. I remarked to a 
fellow detainee, an Anglican priest: “Isn’t this experience a 
paradigm of what a united future South Africa could be 
like?”. His response: “Even more, it’s an experience of what 
the Kingdom of God, which Jesus preached, will be like!”. 

What Aboriginal Catholics 
& other Christians offer 
the future of this land 
Sherry Balcombe 
Aboriginal people are basically a 
peaceful race, and had no idea what 
was about to happen. When we were 
moved off country where we had lived 
for thousands of years, the places that 

had been handed down through our bloodlines for EVER, 
we collapsed in a lot of ways, especially spiritually. So, when 
we learned of the story of Jesus from the missionaries, we 
understood. We related to the story of persecution, of being 
in a helpless situation. We gravitated to these teachings, 
because they were also beautiful stories of faith, of hope, 
and of love and acceptance. It is what we were looking for. 
We are growing in our spirituality and faith, but it has taken 
a long while. At the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, we are 
creating the path as we move forward. 

Why Francis is holding up 
the assassinated Romero 
as an inspiration today 
Rowan Ireland 
We find the man of courage, who, 
while always trying to maintain 
dialogue with the oppressors, was 
fearless in denouncing violence 

wherever he found it, whether on the armed Right or the 
Left. But when he defended the right of rural workers to 
organise, and thereby signalled that he was onside with 
their land reform agenda in the name of the Gospel of social 
justice, he was quickly marked for assassination by the 
militias. His fate appears to have been sealed when he told 
the soldiers of the military government in March 1980 that 
they did not have to obey the immoral laws and commands 
under which they were sent to kill their brothers and 
sisters. 

The treaty banning 
nuclear weapons, one 
year on 
Tilman Ruff 
None of the nuclear-armed states are 
fulfilling their legally-binding 
obligation to disarm. Some hopeful 

developments in North Korea notwithstanding, no 
disarmament negotiations are under way, and the nuclear-
armed states are collectively investing over US$100 billion 
annually in refurbishing their weapons production 
complexes and making their nuclear weapons increasingly 
accurate and ‘usable’. They are deploying and exercising 
them aggressively, increasing the range of circumstances in 
which they might be used, and justifying their indefinite 
possession.  

Ecosystems across 
Australia are collapsing 
under climate change 
Rebecca Harris, David Bowman, 
& Linda Beaumont 
To the chagrin of the tourist industry, 
the Great Barrier Reef has become a 
notorious victim of climate change. 

But it is not the only Australian ecosystem on the brink of 
collapse. Our research, recently published in Nature 
Climate Change, describes a series of recent sudden and 
catastrophic ecosystem shifts across Australia. These 
changes, caused by the combined stress of gradual climate 
change and extreme weather events, are overwhelming 
ecosystems’ natural resilience. 


