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SPC Forum

Bernie Geary OAM

Former Victorian Commissioner for Children & Young People

Is Victoria still a ‘dreadful parent’
for the hundreds of children
in state care or confinement?

Thursday 30 August 7:30-9pm

Yarra Theological Union Study Centre
via 34 Bedford Street Box Hill

Donations welcome. Nibbles and drinks served after the talk.

Bernie Geary OAM has been involved with children and
young people for most of his life. He was Victoria’s first
Child Safety Commissioner from 2005, and was then
appointed Victorian Commissioner for Children & Young
People from 2013 until late 2015. He returned to the
Youth Parole Board, and also sits on the Mental Health
Tribunal.

The first youth outreach worker in Victoria, Mr Geary
worked for many years with young families and
disadvantaged youth in West Heidelberg. He spent 17
years at Jesuit Social Services, managed the Brosnan

‘ Centre. He was CEO of ]SS from 2001-2005, and was a
v member of the Premier’s Drug Advisory Councils in
(NP A N ‘\_ . 1999 and 2001, the Victorian Sentencing Advisory

Council, and the Victorian Children’s Council.
On finishing his term as Commissioner in 2015, Mr Geary said Victoria is "a

dreadful parent" who doesn't pay enough attention to how it treats the hundreds of
vulnerable children in state care.
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