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There have been failures, and remedial action is 
yet to be taken. We are yet to be reconciled to 
our Indigenous brothers and sisters who 
watched the European boat arrivals in 1788. 
We are yet to take our share of responsibility 
for the displaced and persecuted people of the 
world. Political opportunism and the promotion 
of fear by conservatives hold us back from 

expressing our generosity. 

My quizzes featuring prominent 
Australians did not include the 
story of Mary Jane Cain. Even if I 
had, none of my friends would 
have known of her, sadly. Heidi 
Norman tells the story of this 
impressive aboriginal woman, 
capturing her attributes in the 
title of her article: Hidden women 
of history: Mary Jane Cain, land 
rights activist, matriarch, & 
community builder. 

One of the statements in these 
narratives I found most 

confronting was simply a recital of 
fact. It relates to the suggestion endorsed by the 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic Council (NATSICC) of an alternative date for 
Australia Day: 

27 May is the day Australia voted to grant 
citizenship to our people, and to remove us  
from under the Fauna and Flora Act. 

 The date related to the Australian referendum called 
by the Holt Government, approving two amendments 
to the Australian constitution to remove discrimin-
atory provisions against Indigenous Australians. It 
was passed with a ‘yes’ vote in excess of 90%. 

Whether you hold firmly to the idea that Australia Day 
should continue to be held on 26 January or on some 
other date, there is need soberly and openly to discuss 
at a national level the fact that the day which sets out 
to celebrate our Australian culture and achievements 
is, for our indigenous brothers and sisters, a day 
reminding them of lack of recognition for their culture 
and achievements. 

Let’s not relegate that conversation to the realm of 
culture wars, but let’s see the truth of where we are 
now as a nation. 

Until recently, for the last 20 years or so, I have 
celebrated Australia Day at my home with a group of 
friends. As part of the entertainment, I would compile 
a short quiz on an Australian theme: bushrangers, 
prime ministers, Australian poets, prominent 
Australians, place names, and so on. I made sure I 
referenced male and female Australians, and avoided 
topics of sensitivity to my friends. In the last few 
years, this practice has fallen away. 

Perhaps it is as well the practice 
came to an end. It would now be 
difficult to engage in those 
celebrations with the same simple 
pleasure. The realisation that the 
appearance of British boats on 26 
January 1788 represents for our 
indigenous population ‘Invasion 
Day’ is a sobering thought. In this 
newsletter, we feature a number of 
recent articles reflecting on this 
reality. 

Marilyn Lake argues that the 
thinking behind celebrating on this 
day is entirely misplaced for 
today’s Australia: 

The commemoration of January 26 as 
Australia Day is completely wrong-headed, 
and offensive to Indigenous Australians. It 
symbolises their brutal dispossession and the 
destruction of their culture and community.  
It gives pride of place to the British empire, 
rather than recognising the distinctive 
Australian democratic achievement 
inaugurated on 1 January 1901. 

Henry Reynolds also reflects on the distinctive 
Australian democracy emergent from colonial and 
early-federal politics. He laments that, in ignoring the 
egregious dispossession of traditional landowners, 
and in celebrating the arrival of British gaolers and 
convicts, we are aligning with a false view of ourselves 
and our history. His perspective is uncompromising: 

The determination to persist with 26 January  
is a definitive statement. It is our Declaration  
of Dependence. 

John Menadue applauds the manner in which 
Australia has embraced successive waves of 
immigrants and forged a welcoming and accepting 
nation. But he reminds us: 

Australia Day & our ‘culture wars’ 
Peter Whiting 
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SPC Forum  
with Sr Pat Fox 
Increasing resistance to 
Church & social justice 
movements in the Philippines 
Tuesday 5 March 7:30-9pm 
Yarra Theological Union Study 
Centre 34 Bedford Street Box 
Hill 
Admission free. Donations welcome. 

Sr Pat Fox grew up in Box Hill, 
joining the Sisters of Sion in 1969. She began her 
career by working with street kids and women in 
housing commission flats. After studying law in the 
early 1980s, she worked in legal aid centres in 
Victoria, before volunteering for the Philippines in 
1990. There, she worked in rural areas, later being 
elected National Coordinator of the Rural 
Missionaries of the Philippines. Her support for 
people struggling for human rights and social justice 
antagonised powerful figures, and she was forced 
by President Duterte to leave in November 2018. 

Faith demands action for 
justice & for the planet: 
Pope Francis in Panama 
In Panama for World Youth Day, 
Pope Francis drove home his 
message that faith in Christ 
demands engaging in the struggle 

for justice, peace, ecological sustainability, and social 
equity. Francis was determined to help mobilise the 
social conscience of Latin Americans for a renewed 
commitment against poverty and injustice. 

Many of the political and business elites in Latin 
America, including those in the right-wing populist 
regimes, as well as President Maduro in Venezuela, 
would be furious to hear Francis insisting on Catholics 
embracing their social responsibility vigorously, 
including through political reform.By extolling the 
example of the 1980 martyrdom of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero in El Salvador, Francis highlighted that work for 
social justice, equity, and human rights is at the core of 
the Gospel. 

What has Captain Cook 
ever done for us? 
Ian Robinson 
The Prime Minister is intent on 
making a big fuss about James 
Cook. He is even promoting, at 
great expense, a circumnavigation 
of the continent by a replica of 
Cook’s ship Endeavour. This is an 
insult to Matthew Flinders, who 
actually did circumnavigate the 
continent, who made a much 
greater contribution to our nation 
than Cook, and who, moreover, 

gave us our name. Forget Cook. Let’s give Flinders his 

Australia Day reminds us 
that we can overcome the 
fear of foreigners & 
‘boats’ 
John Menadue 
The Australia of today is vastly 
different from the Australia of my 
childhood. With its widespread 
racism and sectarianism, it was 
socially suffocating. For those 
changes, I am very grateful. No 

country has integrated newcomers as well as we have.  

But there have been failures, and remedial action must 
be taken. We are yet to be reconciled to our indigenous 
brothers and sisters who watched the European boats 
arrive in 1788. We are yet to take our share of 
responsibility for the displaced and persecuted people of 
the world, particularly for those displaced by our 
involvement in futile and disastrous wars in the Middle 
East, which triggered the enormous refugee outflows.  

Here’s how a 100% 
renewable energy future 
can create jobs & even 
save the gas industry 
Sven Teske 
The world can limit global warming 
to 1.5° and move to 100% renewable 
energy while still preserving a role 
for the gas industry, and without 

relying on technological fixes such as carbon capture and 
storage, according to our new analysis. 

The One Earth Climate Model – a collaboration between 
researchers at the University of Technology Sydney, the 
German Aerospace Center, and the University of 
Melbourne, and financed by the Leonardo DiCaprio 
Foundation – sets out how the global energy supply can 
move to 100% renewable energy by 2050, while creating 
jobs along the way.  

Earth@Peace. How to 
secure ‘just & 
ecologically sustainable 
peace’ 
23-24 April 9am-5:30pm,  
and from 7:30pm 

Pilgrim Theological College 
29 College Crescent Parkville Melbourne 

rasp@divinity.edu.au  |  03 9853 3177.  

Interviews and panel discussions with leading 
thinkers, including working groups, and a discussion 
in ‘hypothetical’ format with 12 leaders and 
experts on implications of Australia attempting to 
apply the principles of a just and ecologically 
sustainable peace. 


