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October 2007 Social Policy Connections Newsletter 
 
Dear members and supporters, 
 
Following our recent successful event series, we wish to pause and thank you for your support as an SPC 
member or as one of our supporters promoting SPC throughout your networks, attending events or just 
receiving our information. 
 

We are now poised for launch and as part of our planning process we would much appreciate 
members input and feedback. Your committee has identified 4 contemporary issues: fairness in Australian 

society, stewardship of our planet, global poverty and war and peace issues as areas of particular 
concern and we need to develop position statements on these issues. To ensure our positions reflect SPC 
member views we ask for a flood of feedback please. Financial members will find the questionnaire attached. 
Please complete and return to us as soon as possible.  
 
All members and supporters are invited to our Annual General Meeting followed by a workshop to 
develop position statements about key issues.  The AGM is on Saturday 1st December 2007 from 3pm to 
5pm at Yarra Theological Union, 98 Albion Road, Box Hill. Parking available. You are most welcome to stay for 
refreshment - wine & cheese 5 - 6pm.  
The draft agenda for the AGM is:  

� Acceptance of new Rules of Association 
� Chairman’s Report 
� Treasurer’s Report 
� Election of Board 

Followed by the workshop that will draw from the feedback of the member’s questionnaire. All present on the 
day will be invited to discuss and help shape SPC’s position on key issues. 
 
Election of Board Members:  

A Nomination Form for Election to the Board (9 elected members) is attached.  We are seeking a broad 

range of skills and expertise on the Board eg. legal, financial, fundraising and policy development.  We also 
aim to have a balance of age and gender. If you feel moved to stand for election and seek two nominators, feel 
free to contact the office for support and names of other members.  
 
Reports and notes on the proposed new Rules of Association will be circulated prior to the AGM. The complete 
document of ‘Rules of Association’ is available via email upon request and will be available in hard copy for 
viewing at our office by arrangement and at the AGM. The Chairman will report on the achievements of your 
SPC committee, completed series of monthly events, forthcoming website and our plans for the future. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you soon. For room size and catering purpose please R.S.V.P. 8th November. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Jo Rawson, Launch Program Manager on behalf of the Establishment Committee / Board of Management 
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Social Policy Connections Establishment Committee Board Members 

Bruce Duncan is a priest of the Redemptorist order and has long advocated setting up an ecumenical network 
formally independent of the churches but drawing from their rich social traditions to raise a more informed 
Christian voice in policy debates. He has lectured in history and social ethics at Yarra Theological Union at Box 
Hill in Melbourne since 1986. 

Paul Rule taught Religious Studies and History at La Trobe University where he remains an associate, and is 
now engaged in major research projects on Christianity in China for the Ricci Institute, University of San 
Francisco and Macao Ricci Institute. He is a former member of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council 
and the Melbourne Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Commission and has been involved for many years in 
justice and peace activities and publications. 
 
Frank Webber (Treasurer): Member of St Martin’s Anglican Parish, Hawksburn. Treasurer, Healthcare 
Chaplaincy Council of Victoria Inc., Treasurer, St Kilda Parish Mission Drop-in-Centre (UCA), Student (part-
time) for Bachelor of Theology at United Faculty of Theology. Formerly Licensed Land Surveyor and Health 
Administrator (Community Health). 
 
Jamie Pearce is principal of the consulting firm Corporate Reflection and Decision Associates which focuses 
on the way that people think, relate and make decisions in organisations. He was chair of the accreditation 
committee that set up the MBA course at RMIT University and a member of the course accreditation committee 
for the PhD in organisation behaviour at Swinburne University.  Jamie is a member of the Council of the 
Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, the Chapter of Saint Paul's Cathedral and the committee of Academia 
Arcadia. 
 
Suzanne McManus currently works in the area of Research and Policy for a child and family welfare agency. 
Suzanne has done most of her studies around Indigenous affairs inspired by her experiences teaching in 
Central Australia. She has been on the Board of Management/Establishment Committee with Social Policy 
Connections for two years.  
 
Stephen Ames is an Anglican priest and Canon of St.Paul's Cathedral. He lectures in the School of 
Philosophy at The University of Melbourne. 
 
Peter Evans is a member of St Simon’s Catholic Parish in Rowville.  He is very interested and engaged in both 
social justice and inter-faith issues, being a founding member of the Rowville Ecumencial Social Justice 
Network, which spans several Christian denominations, and the inaugural Chairperson of the Knox Inter-faith 
Network, for which he is now secretary and web-site administrator.  Peter has also undertaken studies in 
Christian Social Justice Teaching at Yarra Theological Union.  In his professional life he works for the services 
arm of a large IT company, so is leading SPC’s work to establish an innovative web-site. 
 
Peter Whiting (Chair) After nearly 30 years in corporate life filling a diverse range of general management 
roles, Peter now works part-time as a consultant in business management which leaves time for involvement 
with a range of community endeavours. Apart from Social Policy Connections, Peter’s main community 
involvement is on the Boards of the Stride Foundation (youth wellbeing) and Catholic Homes for the Elderly Inc 
(aged care). 

 

 


