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December 2007 news update 

 

Dear SPC supporters, 

 

We wish you a joyous and peaceful Christmas, festive season and a prosperous New Year for 2008. 

 

We had a successful Annual General Meeting on Saturday December 1
st
 and offer you the Chairman’s 

Report.  

 

Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman acknowledged the Board Members and the Launch Manager Mrs. Jo Rawson for their 

achievements in 2007. He noted in particular the opening of the new offices in Richmond and the 

conduct of the 5 lecture series on key social justice matters conducted in the run up to the announcement 

of the Federal Election.  

Less visible, but also very important to the future of SPC, he noted the work done in: 

o The building of collaborative relationships with like minded organizations 

o The progress in preparing for the establishment of a Research Institute with the structure of 

the Melbourne College of Divinity (MCD).  

o The extension of our communications capability with members with newsletters and the soon 

to be completed web site. 

o The development in appreciation of the key steps required in successful fund raising.  

The Chairman identified that as we go forward into 2007/08 the key areas of focus will be: 

o Fund raising – critical to the successful launch of the Research Institute 

o Engagement with the membership base 

o Establishment of a public presence 

 

In response to member’s interest to locate further opportunities for a fuller understanding of Christian Social 

Thinking we attach details of courses with our collaborative partner Yarra Theological Union.  

 

Social Justice Studies 2008 

In association with the Melbourne College of Divinity, Yarra Theological Union has produced a brochure 

listing unit offerings related to social justice concerns. These units reflect the subjects taught at YTU, but 

similar units at other Recognised Teaching Institutions within the MCD may also be chosen.  

 

As part of the national university system, MCD authorises a range of undergraduate and post-graduate 

programs, including a one-year Associate Diploma in Ministry, the two-year MCD Diploma in Social 

Justice Studies, a Graduate Diploma in Theology and the Master of Arts degree.  

  

The brochure can be obtained by writing to the Registrar, YTU, P.O. Box 79, Box Hill VIC 3128. Phone: 

(03) 9890-3771; or web: www.ytu.edu.au. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

For your information regarding further support for SPC’s work: 

 

Membership  
Please consider joining as a SPC member - see attached SPC Membership Application Form 

 

How to donate: 
 

To Social Policy Connections – without tax deductibility 

As an advocacy organisation, Social Policy Connections engages directly in social and political debates, 

drawing strongly from the insight and expertise of the Christian social traditions. Your financial support can 

make us more effective. 

 

To the Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy – with tax deductibility. 

As a research institute within the Melbourne College of Divinity and hence part of the national university 

system, the Yarra Institute is eligible for tax deductibility. Soon to be sited on the premises of Yarra 

Theological Union at Box Hill in Melbourne, the Institute aims to help focus the Christian social traditions 

so as to engage more closely with contemporary social issues.  

A donation to the Yarra Institute should be made out to the Melbourne College of Divinity (at 21 Highbury 

Rd., Kew, 3101), with the request that the donation be forwarded to the Yarra Institute through its host, 

Yarra Theological Union.  

 

How you can help 

Become a volunteer 

As a young and growing organisation, Social Policy Connections welcomes volunteers who can support its 

range of activities. If you have skills you would like to offer, we would be pleased to talk with you. The 

skills especially relevant are in office management, legal or accounting expertise, media co-ordination, 

computer skills, writing, research, editing, publications, networking or fund-raising. 

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Peter Whiting., President  

On behalf of the Board of Social Policy Connections Inc. 
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