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April 2007 
 
Dear members and supporters, 
  
Many of you have asked how we have been progressing with Social Policy Connections. We are 
very pleased to be able to report that we are making solid gains with the process of establishing 
the infrastructure of SPC. We have committees busy at work on developing the governance 
structure, on financial planning, on the website, on communications and data management, on 
prioritising and sketching the content and scope of our advocacy, on event planning, and with 
further expert help, on fund raising. 
 
Two developments are of particular importance. 
 

1. The Institute for Religion and Social Policy 

The Senate of Yarra Theological Union has formally given the green light for Social Policy 
Connections to initiate the establishment of what we have tentatively named the Institute for 
Religion and Social Policy as a research arm of YTU within the Melbourne College of 
Divinity. YTU has offered the proposed Institute office space and use of facilities within the 
new graduate centre currently being refurbished at Box Hill.  
 
We have been reluctant to canvass this project too widely prior to formal endorsement, but 
we will immediately begin the process of consultation with other interested parties within the 
umbrella of MCD and more broadly, and develop a process of establishment. As a teaching 
and research Institute within MCD and the national university system, the Institute will be 
eligible for tax deductibility under the MCD’s DGR status. 

 

2. SPC is launching a series of five, monthly public forums, under the banner:  
 
 Re-forging Australia’s Future: being informed and engaged. 
 

The first event, on Thursday 26 April, is ‘End Game in Iraq: scenarios for peace’ with 
Prof. Imad Moosa (Monash University) and Dr Scott Burchill (Deakin University) and will 
be held at the  
Mercy Theatre (17 Young St, off Victoria Pde. Fitzroy) at ACU National, 115 Victoria 
Pde. Fitzroy.   
Refreshments at 5.30pm to begin sharply at 6.00pm and finish by 7.30pm.  

 

We welcome your attendance and please invite as many people as you wish. Please forward 

this attached flyer on throughout your networks of family, friends and colleagues. 
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We will keep you informed of each of the coming monthly events especially confirming the 
other speakers. The splendid talks last November by John Langmore, former director of the UN 
Social Policy and Development, and Tim Colebatch, the economics editor of The Age, set a 
standard that we intend to maintain.  
 
The office (room 13) at St Ignatius Centre located at the rear of St Ignatius church in Richmond 
has proved a great boon, giving our various committees plenty of space and a comfortable 
working environment. We would be delighted if you were to visit, but suggest you phone first to 
ensure that one of us is in the office, especially Jo Rawson, our energetic Project Launch 
Manager. Also note that we are up a flight off stairs on the first floor.  

Membership 

If you have not already become a member of SPC, we invite you to do so. We have set our initial 
membership at a very low level of $20 to encourage a wide membership. It will cover the 
financial year 2007-08 (i.e. we have extended existing membership to bring payments into line 
with the financial year). 

Attached is the latest version of our brochure on Social Policy Connections, with our office 
contact details. 

Can you help? We are keen to expand our network of contacts and collaborators, adding skills 
and resources, and would be glad to hear from you if you think you may be able to assist us in 
some way. 
   

Who are we? 
For newcomers to our network, we repeat our earlier note about each of the members of our 
establishment committee.  
  
Bruce Duncan is a priest of the Redemptorist order and has long advocated setting up an 
ecumenical network formally independent of the churches but drawing from their rich social 
traditions to raise a more informed Christian voice in policy debates. He has lectured in history 
and social ethics at Yarra Theological Union at Box Hill in Melbourne since 1986. 

 

Paul Rule taught Religious Studies and History at La Trobe University where he remains an 
associate, and is now engaged in major research projects on Christianity in China for the Ricci 
Institute, University of San Francisco and Macao Ricci Institute. He is a former member of the 
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council and the Melbourne Archdiocesan Justice and Peace 
Commission and has been involved for many years in justice and peace activities and 
publications. 
 
Frank Webber (Treasurer) Member of St Martin’s Anglican Parish, Hawksburn. Treasurer, 
Healthcare Chaplaincy Council of Victoria Inc., Treasurer, St Kilda Parish Mission Drop-in-
Centre (UCA), 
Member of the House Committee - Flying Angel Club, Mission to Seafarers. Employed (part-
time) by Port Phillip Community Group Ltd. Student (part-time) for Bachelor of Theology at 
United Faculty of Theology. 
Formerly Licensed Land Surveyor and Health Administrator (Community Health). Deeply 
concerned in the matter of Justice for David Hicks receive. 
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Jamie Pearce is principal of the consulting firm Corporate Reflection and Decision Associates 
which focusses on the way that people think, relate and make decisions in organisations. He was 
chair of the accreditation committee that set up the MBA course at RMIT University and a 
member of the course accreditation committee for the PhD in organisation behaviour at 
Swinburne University.  Jamie is a member of the Council of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, 
the Chapter of Saint Paul's Cathedral and the committee of Academia Arcadia. 
 
Suzanne McManus has worked at MacKillop Family Services as the Coordinator of Research 
and Policy for nearly five years. She completed Masters degrees in Applied Ethics and Social 
Science focusing on indigenous issues. Prior to this she taught in Central Australia before 
returning to Melbourne to undertake an action research position in Koori health issues with the 
Royal Children’s Hospital. Suzanne is a Council member with Catholic Social Services Victoria 
and has been on the Establishment Committee with Social Policy Connections for twelve 
months. For relaxation Suzanne enjoys cooking, gardening, sewing and porcelain doll making.  
 
Stephen Ames is an Anglican priest and Canon of St.Paul's Cathedral. He lectures in the School 
of Philosophy at The University of Melbourne. 
 
Peter Evans is a member of St Simon’s Catholic Parish in Rowville.  He is very interested and 
engaged in both social justice and inter-faith issues, being a founding member of the Rowville 
Ecumencial Social Justice Network, which spans several Christian denominations, and the 
inaugural Chairperson of the Knox Inter-faith Network, for which he is now secretary and web-
site administrator.  Peter has also undertaken studies in Christian Social Justice Teaching at 
Yarra Theological Union.  In his professional life he works for the services arm of a large IT 
company, so is leading SPC’s work to establish an innovative web-site. 

 

Peter Whiting, (Chair) 

After nearly 30 years in corporate life, Peter now works part-time as a consultant in business 
management which leaves time for involvement with a range of worthwhile endeavours. Apart 
from Social Policy Connections, Peter is actively involved on the Boards of the Melbourne 
Catholic Commission for Justice, Development and Peace, the Stride Foundation and Catholic 
Homes for the Elderly Inc. 

 

 
With our best wishes for Easter,  
Bruce Duncan 
and the Establishment Committee of Social Policy Connections: Dr Stephen Ames, Peter Evans, 

Suzanne McManus, Jamie Pearce, Dr Paul Rule and Frank Webber (Treasurer) Peter Whiting 

(Chair) and 

Mrs. Jo Rawson 
Launch Program Manager 
Social Policy Connections 
P.O. Box 88, Richmond VIC 3121 
Phone: (03) 9428 0799 
Mobile: 0432 991 085 
 
 
 
 


