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There has been further encouraging news on the nuclear non-proliferation front over the 

past month. 

 

Firstly, President Obama announced a change in US nuclear defence policy.  In a 

statement of 6 April, Nuclear Posture Review
1
, the United States declared for the first 

time that America would not use its nuclear arsenal against non-nuclear states that abided 

by the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.  

 

Secondly, and two days after this 

announcement, Obama signed an 

agreement with Dimitry 

Medvedev, the Russian 

President.  This was the new 

START agreement
2
.  Both 

pledged to reduce their country’s 

stockpile of nuclear weapons by 

30% over the next seven years.   

 

Thirdly, Obama chaired a 

Nuclear Security Summit in 

Washington.
3
  Defence Minister 

John Faulkner represented Australia.  That Summit endorsed a program of actions to 

enhance the security of nuclear materials around the world, in particular to improve 

nuclear security to counter the challenge of nuclear terrorism.   

 

Aside from the discussions, there were a number of individual initiatives.  In particular, 

Ukraine announced that it would give up its 90-kilogram stock of highly enriched 

uranium and convert its research reactors from highly enriched to low-enriched uranium. 

It intends to accomplish these goals by 2012. 

 

All of this has been leading up to the 5-yearly UN Review of the Nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which began on 2 May. 

 

On 16 April, I attended a briefing consultation arranged by our friend Dimity Hawkins of 

International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN).  At this meeting, the ICAN 

representatives expressed disappointment that the Australian Government is not pushing 
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for a new Nuclear Weapons Convention.  They and others including John Langmore also 

were disappointed that the Australian delegation did not have NGO representation as 

previous delegations had.   

 

In addition, there was concern about Australia exporting uranium to non-signatories to 

the NPT, and about the absence of an official response to the International Commission 

on Nuclear Non-proliferation and Disarmament (ICNND) Report by Gareth Evans and 

his Japanese colleague.  For its part, the representative from the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (DFAT) advised that an official response to the last mentioned would 

be made before the NPT Review, and he argued that Australia was pushing for nearly all 

of the matters sought by the NGOs.
4
  The NGOs wished DFAT success at the Review.  

There will be a debriefing for NGOs after the Review. 

 

So where are we on all of this?  It is a classic glass half full/half empty situation.  On the 

optimistic side, there are matters happening on a range of fronts.  Obama is really 

providing great leadership on this and all of this is good, especially when compared with 

the stasis of 2000-08.  And others such as Medvedev are responding, as are countries 

such as Ukraine, and Chile.   

 

But there remain problems.  In particular, what is to be done about Iran and also North 

Korea?  There is the issue of non-signatories to the NPT, and an important “no show” at 

the Nuclear Security Summit was Israel’s Netanyahu, reportedly because there may have 

been pressure applied for Israel to sign the NPT. 

 

There has been encouraging momentum and Obama has been outstanding.  But this is a 

many-faceted problem.   

 

We will do a further update following the NPT Review and the DFAT consultations. 
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