
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER           

February 2010 

Priorities in election year 
 

Editorial by Peter Whiting  
 

Victorians will go to the polls twice this year. The 

Federal election is due later this year at a date yet to 

be set. The State elections will be conducted on 27 

November. Already the signs are becoming apparent: 

the media are giving greater attention to the ratings of 

government leaders vis-à-vis their opposition 

counterparts; our politicians are seizing any 

opportunity for publicity, even if it means guest 

appearances on TV comedy shows; and ideas like 

empowering local boards for hospitals, amendments 

to workplace laws, etc. are being floated to test early 

electoral responses and to tease out the issues that will 

catch the interest of the electorate. 
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Each of us will be required to take a position on the 

respective parties come election day. But an advocacy 

organisation like Social Policy Connections needs to 

develop its ideas about social policy well before 

election day. The SPC Board at its first meeting for 

2010 focused on the processes to develop clear 

positions on selected issues in line with our Christian 

convictions. The Board was also keen to draw our 

members into a dialogue to identify policy issues of 

greatest concern to them.  
 

 

We need to be quite specific about the areas in which 

we should advocate. As a still small operation with 

limited resources, both human and financial, we 

cannot expect successfully to sustain a broad range of 

positions throughout the respective elections. Rather, 

we need to tailor a set of issues that will enable us to 

have some voice and impact in the public forum.   
 

It is worth focusing a little on the “us” in the 

preceding sentence. Your SPC Board consists of 

seven people with various areas of expertise, not 

necessarily those required for this task. However, 

among our members, there are quite a number who, 

by virtue of work experience, academic pursuit or 

personal interest, are well qualified to help develop 

SPC position papers and debates. 
 

Consequently two initiatives are under way from your 

Board. First, a small number of members has already 

expressed an interest in helping prepare relevant 

material in their areas of concern; some have met to 

begin planning how best to do this. Secondly, a 

meeting of members is planned for Saturday 20 

March. The objectives of that meeting are:  

a. to canvass members about areas where we 

should focus our endeavours; 

b. to discuss the strategies which will prove 

most effective for SPC; and 

c. to invite members with relevant knowledge 

and experience to become involved in SPC’s 

focus on election issues. 
 

Perhaps at this point, you are now having that very 

human response where the inner self is saying that 

you can’t be of much help – after all your time is tight 

and your knowledge is really quite limited. To be 

honest, I am feeling somewhat the same as I write this 

editorial. Here we need to remind ourselves we are 

not islands but interconnected people with more 

resources than we sometimes realise.  
 

Perhaps you could marshal additional support from 

the parish social justice group of which you may be a 

member; or you could invite articulate friends 

interested in various policy areas to become involved. 
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INVITATION TO MEMBERS 
Consultation on election priorities  

You are warmly welcomed to join this consultation 

on SPC policies and priorities in 2010. 

10am – 1 pm, Saturday 20 March 
at the Study Centre, 

Yarra Theological Union 

98 Albion Rd., Box Hill 

Best entry via 34 Bedford St. 
Please confirm by Friday 19th 3pm: 9899 4777 or 

admin@socialpolicyconnections.com.au 

 



So just what might preparation of a position paper 

involve? Our role as SPC is to highlight the values of 

human wellbeing, and to insist that economic and 

political decisions are firmly focused on the common 

good, not bent to serve partisan or commercial 

interests. The Christian principles inspiring us serve 

the personal flourishing of everyone, but especially 

they have an eye to promoting opportunities for those 

in distress or most need.  
 

Hence we seek to evaluate social policies in terms of 

how well they promote social equity and better 

opportunities for those on the margins especially. We 

do not see human wellbeing exclusively in economic 

terms, important as they are, but also in terms of 

emotional and spiritual development, in terms of 

participation in community life, security and social 

inclusion. We are also concerned about the wider 

context of environmental sustainability, indigenous 

issues, human rights, development and nuclear 

disarmament. Where can we best focus our energies 

to make a good contribution to the election debates? 
 

In collaboration with other groups, we also need to 

point up where a current situation is unfair or 

unsatisfactory, and to propose new directions.  
 

We cannot expect to provide comprehensive policy 

analysis, detailed proposals or budget costings. But 

we can put forward a clear statement of issues as we 

see them, and what an appropriate response, inspired 

by Christian social values, might be. Seen in this light, 

perhaps you may take greater confidence in your 

capacity to be a contributor.  
 

We also hope that in our newsletters in coming 

months we will be able to share views developed by 

members, not only to inform you of SPC activities but 

also to help you work through the issues that will help 

you decide how to vote.  

 

 
 

SPC report to nuclear 

disarmament meeting 

 

SPC was invited to make a 

presentation at a workshop 

organised by ICAN (the 

International Campaign to 

abolish Nuclear Weapons) 

in Melbourne on 15 

February. Bill Frilay and 

Bruce Duncan prepared the 

presentation, which Bill 

delivered. He highlighted 

how strongly church groups supported total nuclear 

disarmament, and how important faith groups were to 

mobilise public opinion to support new efforts for 

nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. The 

submission is available on the SPC homepage. 
 

 

Launch of response to NT federal 

intervention: This is what we said 
At the request of Michele Harris of Concerned 

Australians, SPC offered its website to help publicise 

the launch of This is what we said, a summary of 

indigenous responses to the federal government’s 

consultations about changes to the Northern Territory 

Emergency Response. 
 

Launching the report in 

Melbourne on 9 February at 

Melbourne University, 

Professor Alastair Nicholson 

said the government had held 

‘a spurious series of 

“consultations” in an attempt 

to circumvent’ the provisions 

of the Racial Discrimination 

Act. Further launches 

followed in other capital 

cities. For details and order 

forms, see the SPC 

homepage. 

 

SPC forum on social encyclical on  

ABC Encounter program 
 

In November, SPC and the Yarra Institute 

arranged a public forum on Pope Benedict’s 

encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, with Melbourne’s 

Anglican Archbishop Dr Philip Freier; Dr Rufus 

Black, Master of Ormond College; and Ms Julie 

Edwards, CEO of Jesuit Social Services. ABC 

Radio National will broadcast the talks on its 

‘Encounter’ program on 28 March 2010. It will be 

available also on the SPC website. 
 

 

Yarra Institute research projects 
 

The Yarra Institute has been busy finalising its 

new website and developing its research projects. 

Under way are the following projects: 

1. The relation between religious belief and social 

commitment, by researcher Dr Joan Daw; 

2. The morality of torture, by Dr Cal Ledsham; and 

3. Church involvement in refugee resettlement, 

with Dr Kirsty Sangster. 
 

Also in preparation are projects on 

4. The role of the churches in the development of 

social policy in Victoria, in partnership with 

Professor Brian Howe and others; and 

5. A project about the Catholic Church’s role in 

East Timor’s independence struggles. 
 

The Yarra Institute is open to suggestions or 

proposals for further research projects. 
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