
March 2008 
 
Dear Members and Supporters of Social Policy Connections, 
  
The election of the new Commonwealth government under the leadership of Kevin Rudd 
indicates a significant shift in the mood of Australia. Not only is the new government 
beginning an overhaul of public policies, but it is giving greater weight to social values and 
equity.  
  
The extraordinary events around the government’s apology to our indigenous peoples touched 
an emotional chord rarely felt so strongly in this country. In addition, planning for the 
withdrawal of Australian troops from Iraq is proceeding, and at last the crisis of climate change 
and global warming is receiving serious attention.  
  
The unprecedented approval ratings for Kevin Rudd as the new Prime Minister do not change 
the fact that the task of reshaping many public policies has only just begun. The government is 
calling for public consultations and input from many groups.  
  
Social Policy Connections intends to be part of this larger conversation. Though we are small 
in number, many of our members and supporters have significant expertise in their areas of 
specialisation, and we would encourage them to join this effort in whatever way they think 
most appropriate. The SPC website will soon be activated, and we invite our members and 
supporters to submit their views and proposals for consideration to be posted on it.  
  
What might SPC add to the public conversation? We wish to highlight the need to give greater 
priority to social equity in designing public policies, and to strike a better balance between 
equity and economic efficiency. We wish to develop better ways to ensure that the economy 
truly serves all our people, with special attention to those who are most disadvantaged. 
  
We draw from the social traditions of the churches with their experience in developing 
community services, but especially with their thinking that does much to articulate and sustain 
the value base of our culture. With the deepening of ecumenical collaboration in Australia, we 
believe that it is time for a fresh recovery of Christian social energies and traditions. All the 
churches have made enormous contributions to human wellbeing. 
 
Inexplicably, these traditions contain rich veins of thought and activism that are barely tapped 
in Australia. SPC intends to explore these resources, and in close collaboration with 
contemporary scholarship and the social sciences to tackle today’s new issues. SPC is not 
seeking to win people to any sectarian religious views, but rather to encourage greater 
collaboration in promoting our common human wellbeing with concerned people and among 
the churches, with people of other religions and of secular views. 
  

Planning ahead 

Various SPC committees are moving ahead with their planning and activity, especially in 
developing our advocacy role. Much will depend on the success of our fund-raising efforts to 
engage staff. We would of course welcome your advice or suggestions here, and we will keep 
you informed as our proposals take shape. 

  

 



Research Centre 

The efforts to found a research organisation within the Melbourne College of Divinity, a part 
of the national university system, are taking shape. The Yarra Institute for Religion and Social 
Policy will be sited in the graduate centre at Yarra Theological Union. The refurbishment of 
the centre has been delayed, and we now expect to move in by mid-year.  
  

Mrs Jo Rawson 

Our amazing launch manager, Mrs Jo Rawson, has seen Social Policy Connections through 
these difficult initial stages, and is now turning full time to her own business. We will greatly 
miss her friendly efficiency, her initiative and energy. We wish her well with her new ventures, 
even as she remains an active member of SPC. 
  

SPC Membership 

If you have not already done so, it is time to renew membership to SPC for financial year 
2007-2008. If you joined on or after 1 April 2007, we have extended your membership until 30 
June 2008, and you do not need to renew your membership at this time. Membership costs $20 
a year. A renewal form is attached. 
For our supporters: Please consider joining as a SPC member - see attached SPC 
Membership Application Form. 
 

Become a volunteer? 

As a fledgling organisation, SPC needs a widening range of skills, from office management to 
legal or accounting expertise, computer skills, fund-raising etc. If you think you might be able 
to contribute to our endeavour, we would be pleased to talk with you. You can reach us at 
Social Policy Connections, PO Box 88, Richmond VIC 3121. Phone: (03) 9428 0799. Email: 
spc.inc@optusnet.com.au.  
 
 

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

We are unable to send you details on many events other groups ask us to publicise, but we will 
have more scope when our website is available. However, we wish to draw your attention to 
two events almost upon us. 
  

Faith and globalisation forum 

Professor Kamran Mofid will speak at a forum on ‘How we might reshape our world? 
Economics, faiths and globalisation for the common good’. An outstanding scholar, he 
founded the annual international conferences on ‘Inter-faith perspectives on globalisation for 
the common good’. He is visiting Australia in preparation for the 2008 international conference 
‘Inter-faith perspectives on globalisation for the common good’ in Melbourne, 30 June-4 July.  
The venue: Yarra Theological Union, 98 Albion Rd., Box Hill, on Thursday 6 March 2.30-

4.30pm. Entry free. Coffee and tea available. See the attachment for details. Also 

www.gcgmelbourne2008.info. 

  

Hear the Young Australian of the Year, 2007, Tanya Major an advocate for indigenous 

Australians, celebrating International Women's Day at 7.00pm on Friday 7 March at the Box 
Hill Golf Club, 202 Station St., Box Hill South. Tanya is a Kokoberra woman from 
Kowanyama on the west coast of Cape York, and the youngest person ever elected to ATSIC.  
 



Costs: Dinner, including beverages, $55 p.p.  Bookings essential, by Tuesday 4 March. Email 

comdev@ytu.edu.au; or phone Meg Rice, Community Development Coordinator, 9890-

3771.Details attached. 

  

John Langmore on the new nuclear threat 

May we alert you also to John Langmore’s recent splendid article in Eureka Street, ‘Pulling 
back from the nuclear precipice’. You can find it at 
www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=5168. His recent book, To Firmer Ground: 
Restoring Hope in Australia (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2007), tackles key issues about how to 
develop better public policies.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Peter Whiting, President, 
on behalf of the Board of Social Policy Connections Inc. 
 
Social Policy Connections, PO Box 88, Richmond VIC 3121.  
Phone: (03) 9428 0799. Email: spc.inc@optusnet.com.au. 


