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Our lives have been brightened by the exuberance of World Youth Day and more recently the 

Beijing Olympics, but we can hear more sombre rumblings in the background, stemming from the 

continuing financial fallout from the sub-prime lending fiasco and, in the longer term, from 

climate change.  

 

It is not just that the scientific evidence overwhelmingly points to the seriousness of rapid climate 

change, but if anything the prospects are becoming more dire, including even the melting of the 

Arctic ice sheet. We are feeling the effects in our daily lives, with water restrictions continuing, 

higher prices for basic foods and severer droughts. This is only the beginning, no doubt, and the 

whole world must find ways quickly to adapt, respecting the limits of our environment. 

 

What is encouraging is the concern shown by so many 

businesses, economists, professionals, unions, universities,  

government departments and public opinion in general.  

Many are enquiring earnestly about how to arrest global  

warming, and about the implications for us and future  

generations.  

 

Enmeshed in these issues are critical concerns about access  

to the resources needed for a decent life (like water); equity  

in the distribution of resources; moderation in our use of  

resources, especially energy supplies; efforts to reduce global  

hunger and the worst forms of poverty; protecting human  

rights, particularly of poorer peoples; and securing international  

governance to develop a peaceful and sustainable future. 

 

The human race has embarked on an unprecedented conversation about the future of human 

wellbeing. It is also urgent, for it is unfortunately not hyperbole to say that the fate of millions of 

people may well depend on the outcomes.  

 

It is a conversation where people imbued with the values and concerns of the Christian social 

traditions have much to contribute: about social equity and justice; about solidarity with those in 

distress; about living modestly; and about each of us taking thoughtful responsibility for how we 

contribute to the wellbeing of others. 

 

Social Policy Connections is committed to following this conversation, and contributing where we 

can. Please feel welcome to contribute to our SPC website, either in the new letters’ column, or in 

our contributor’s column. 

 
New home for SPC and Yarra Institute 
 

You may have noticed on our website that Social Policy Connections moved its office on 8 August 

from the St Ignatius Centre at Richmond into the new graduate centre at Yarra Theological Union 

in Box Hill. The centre will shortly be opened more formally, and we intend to hold regular 

meetings and forums in the large public areas. We hope you will soon be able to visit us, and 

inspect the new facilities. 

 

The Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy is being hosted by Yarra Theological Union in 

the new centre, which provides excellent facilities for students and research scholars with the well 

equipped study carrels.  

 

 

 



 

The Yarra Institute is deeply indebted to Yarra Theological Union, particularly Dr Larry Nemer as 

President, Dr Catherine McCahill as Dean, and Dr Kathleen Williams as the previous President 

(but now revelling in her sabbatical in the United States), for their unfailing encouragement for our 

venture, and the invitation to locate in the graduate centre. 

 

With the help of our splendid librarian, Ms Siobhan Foster, the social justice library has also been 

relocated in the centre in a spacious well lit room. This collection contains nearly 4000 volumes 

and is specialised in the social justice areas, particularly on the history of Catholic and other 

Christian social movements, economic development issues, violence, war and peace, and 

economic and social philosophy. This library is open by appointment and when the staff at SPC 

and the Yarra Institute are present. We intend that the whole of the library catalogue will later go 

online. 

 

Because the same personnel are looking after both organisations, Social Policy Connections has 

rented office space next to the rooms occupied by the Yarra Institute. We welcome visitors at our 

new offices, but since they are not yet staffed full-time, it is best to phone to make an appointment 

or check that the office is open. Our land lines will be connected shortly. In the meantime, you can 

reach us on our mobile: 0432 991 085.  
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We are most grateful to the Jesuit community at Richmond, and particularly Fr Peter Norden, for 

inviting us to be part of the St Ignatius Centre. They have been most gracious hosts, allowing us 

space to develop into this next stage. 

 
Developments on our website 
 

The website is our main public face, and we are keen to make it work well for SPC and the Yarra 

Institute, and particularly for members and supporters to engage in the type of conversation we 

encourage. 

 

You may have noticed the re-arrangement of our front page, highlighting recent articles and 

inviting contributions. Brian Lewis’s splendid article on “Benedict and Proportionalism” appeared 

also in CathNews and On Line Opinion. This is a great example of the insightful analysis, written 

out of a background of mastery erudition and expressed clearly and succinctly. 

 

My article on the Christian imperative of peacekeeping, based on a presentation during the World 

Youth Day events, appeared in CathNews. The more recent article on the non-violent protests in 

Brisbane against Raytheon and the uses of Pine Gap raises difficult questions about how to oppose 

unjust arms policies and practices. 

 

Stephen Ames’s substantial article from Arena, ‘Instruments of Idolatry’, has moved off our cover 

page onto the ‘Recent articles’ page, where all our earlier articles will be accessible.  

 

We are also opening a column for book reviews of particular interest to our readers. We welcome 

contributions for our editor to consider for posting on our site. Dr Paul Rule is taking primary 

responsibility for this area. Contributions can be sent addressed to ‘The Editor’, at our office or 

emailed to “The Editor” at editor@socialpolicyconnections.com.au. To share and debate 
views, we are opening a letters page as well. It will appear under our ‘News’ button.  

 



 

Please keep in mind our ‘Conferences and Events’ section as a vehicle for alerting our readers to 

other activities and events, particularly around Victoria. We try to enter these quickly and update 

the site every few days to keep it current. 

 
Finally, on behalf of the SPC Board of Directors, I wish to express our strong appreciation to Mr 

Peter Evans for his contribution over several years, playing a major role in planning for our 

website especially. Peter has resigned from our Board because of other pressing commitments. He 

has been very active in his parish in ecumenical and social justice activities.  

 

 

 

Bruce Duncan, 

On behalf of the Board of Social Policy Connections 


