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February 2007 
To members and supporters of Social Policy Connections, 
  
As we move into the new year, we are writing to bring you up to date with developments at Social Policy 
Connections. As you will see, we have been making significant progress and are now positioned to move 
ahead swiftly. 
  

Office set up at Richmond 

As noted in our November letter, the parish priest at Richmond, Peter Norden SJ AO, generously offered 
Social Policy Connections accommodation in the refurbished school behind St Ignatius church at 236 Church 
St., Richmond. The refurbished building, the St Ignatius Centre, will house a number of agencies, including 
the Jesuit Foundation and Jesuit Communications. Over the Christmas break, we have furnished it with 
providentially donated furniture. Our office is a large room (room 13) in the new Ignatius Centre, at the top of 
the outside steel staircase.  
The phone number is (03) 9428 0799; fax: (03) 9427 8923; email: spc.inc@optusnet.com.au and the mail 
address is PO Box 88, Richmond VIC 3121. Our ABN is 97387847085. You are very welcome to visit the 
office, but since it is only staffed part-time, it is best to ring first to make sure someone is there. 

 

Exterior of the St.Ignatius Centre – proceed up the stairs on the right & enter to our office – Room 13 

  
 

Launch Manager: Ms Joanne (Jo) Rawson 

We are delighted to inform you that we have hired Ms Joanne Rawson for the position of launch manager 
part-time. She has an excellent background in management, and is helping us develop the structure and 
capability of Social Policy Connections during this initial phase. Jo can also be contacted on the Social Policy 
Connections mobile phone number: 0432 881 085.  
  
G-20 evaluations by Tim Colebatch and John Langmore.  
At the first of our public forums, we invited two eminent commentators on economics and international 
relations to evaluate the November G-20 meeting in Melbourne, Tim Colebatch, the economics editor of the 
Age, on the changing economic forces influencing Australia and overseas, and John Langmore. Langmore 
spoke out of his detailed involvement with organising international conferences, and drawing from his 
experience as former director of the UN Social Policy and Development. He argued that the Melbourne G-20 
failed to tackle key issues of poverty, and was an opportunity wasted to address other urgent economic issues. 
His incisive talk is attached, and has been submitted for publication in various locations. The response to the 
talks was very positive and energised and we added a number of members to our movement.  
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The addresses were delivered in the hall behind St Ignatius Church at Richmond on 25 November 2006, state 
election day in Victoria. Because of this clash, some of our key supporters and members were unable to 
attend, but it was an opportunity for about 35 others to meet or to join SPC.  
  

Research Institute 

SPC has finalised in principle its understanding with the administration at Yarra Theological Union, and this 
will be presented for approval to the next meeting of the YTU Council in March. As a research arm of YTU, 
the ‘Institute for Religion and Social Policy’ will be housed in the new YTU graduate centre currently being 
refurbished at Box Hill. Meanwhile, SPC has been expanding its conversation with other groups within the 
Melbourne College of Divinity. We met in December with some of the staff at Jesuit Theological College 
among others, and are continuing this process as staff return from their break. This Institute is eligible for tax 
deductibility, and we are moving to set up a governance body to develop its work. We are intending the 
Institute will become a fully ecumenical endeavour, drawing on the rich scholarship from across the MCD. A 
committee has been formed, consisting of Stephen Ames, Bruce Duncan and Paul Rule, to extend contacts 
and conversation, particularly within the MCD, with a view to establishing the Institute. 
  

Website 

Fraynework Media is continuing work on defining our SPC website that will be adaptable to expand 
capabilities as SPC develops.  Once the site is fully defined we will need to raise some of the funds to have it 
built as it is intended as a relatively sophisticated site capable of supporting multimedia and interactivity. 

 

Events Planned for 2007 

We are in the process of planning an exciting “autumn / winter series” of 4 evening “debate & discussion” 
events on current issues of particular interest in a Federal Election year. The first is planned for late May, then 
once a month until late August. We will be sending you more detail soon with how you can enroll to be there.  

 

‘Common Good’ Conference with PolMin 

SPC is in close touch with Tanja Kovac, executive officer of PolMin (Political Ministry), an initiative begun 
several years ago by various religious orders. Tanja has excellent skills as a lobbyist and networker, and we 
are developing our collaboration with SPC to avoid unnecessary overlap or duplication of efforts.  Currently 
we are discussing the possibility of staging a conference on the ‘Common Good’ in Melbourne well before the 
federal election. 

  

Fund-raising 

SPC is operating on modest funds donated by several religious orders, but we will need to secure more 
substantial funding to develop quickly and in the longer term. The Institute will be able to apply to Trusts and 
Foundations because of its tax deductibility, but this cannot be used for SPC’s advocacy function, which 
needs outright donations. We would be grateful for suggestions or help with fund-raising as this is critical for 
this project to succeed. 
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Shaping our agenda: 

SPC has identified a range of priority issues in its endeavour to have a voice in the public debate, especially in 
an election year. However we invite our wider networks of friends and members to help shape this agenda in a 
continuing conversation. Without attempting to prioritise them, the key areas for us to raise our voice or 
provide platforms for debate include these: 

• the role of religion in contemporary public policy debate  
• the morality of Australia’s involvement in the Iraq war and its consequences  
• the clash between individualism and the ‘common good’ traditions, especially in shaping 

economic policies  
• the threat from climate change  
• collaboration among the great religions for peace and social justice, particularly between 

Christians and Muslims.  
• social and economic equity in Australia, and  
• the campaign to eradicate hunger and the worst poverty in developing countries.  

 Many skilled people and organisations are devoted to tackling these issues of course, including in specialised 
church agencies. We hope to develop links with such groups, and to contribute where we can. We can speak 
more clearly and forcefully sometimes, because of our independence, and articulate a reasoned view, drawing 
from Christian social thinking. Given our modest resources at the moment, we need to be realistic about what 
we can manage well, but also not to set our sights too low. 
  

Membership 

To simplify our establishment process, SPC has decided that all those who have paid their $20.00 membership 
in 2006 will have that extended through the end of 2007. Future memberships will be based on the calendar 
year. Obviously our current membership fee is merely token, and will need to be reviewed as we increase 
activity and offer more interaction points so we can cover some basic costs. 
  

Can you help? 

The Establishment Committee has had several planning days to sketch out its way forward. We are keen to 
expand our network of contacts and collaborators, adding skills and resources, and would be grateful to hear 
from you if you think you have a specific contribution to make. In particular, as we look towards our 2007 
AGM we are keen to ensure our Board is both diverse and fully representative.  Should any of you wish to 
enquire about joining the Board, please contact one of us or make this known to Jo Rawson. 
   

Who are we? 
It is perhaps timely to add a note about each of the members of our establishment committee.  
  
Bruce Duncan is a priest of the Redemptorist order and has long advocated setting up an ecumenical network 
formally independent of the churches but drawing from their rich social traditions to raise a more informed 
Christian voice in policy debates. He has lectured in history and social ethics at Yarra Theological Union at 
Box Hill in Melbourne since 1986. 

Paul Rule taught Religious Studies and History at La Trobe University where he remains an associate, and is 
now engaged in major research projects on Christianity in China for the Ricci Institute, University of San 
Francisco and Macao Ricci Institute. He is a former member of the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council 
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and the Melbourne Archdiocesan Justice and Peace Commission and has been involved for many years in 
justice and peace activities and publications. 
 
Frank Webber (Treasurer) Member of St Martin’s Anglican Parish, Hawksburn. Treasurer, Healthcare 
Chaplaincy Council of Victoria Inc., Treasurer, St Kilda Parish Mission Drop-in-Centre (UCA), 
Member of the House Committee - Flying Angel Club, Mission to Seafarers. Employed (part-time) by Port 
Phillip Community Group Ltd. Student (part-time) for Bachelor of Theology at United Faculty of Theology. 
Formerly Licensed Land Surveyor and Health Administrator (Community Health). Deeply concerned in the 
matter of Justice for David Hicks receive. 
 
Jamie Pearce is principal of the consulting firm Corporate Reflection and Decision Associates which 
focusses on the way that people think, relate and make decisions in organisations. He was chair of the 
accreditation committee that set up the MBA course at RMIT University and a member of the course 
accreditation committee for the PhD in organisation behaviour at Swinburne University.  Jamie is a member 
of the Council of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, the Chapter of Saint Paul's Cathedral and the 
committee of Academia Arcadia. 
 
Suzanne McManus has worked at MacKillop Family Services as the Coordinator of Research and Policy for 
nearly five years. She completed Masters degrees in Applied Ethics and Social Science focusing on 
indigenous issues. Prior to this she taught in Central Australia before returning to Melbourne to undertake an 
action research position in Koori health issues with the Royal Children’s Hospital. Suzanne is a Council 
member with Catholic Social Services Victoria and has been on the Establishment Committee with Social 
Policy Connections for twelve months. For relaxation Suzanne enjoys cooking, gardening, sewing and 
porcelain doll making.  
 
Stephen Ames is an Anglican priest and Canon of St.Paul's Cathedral. He lectures in the School of 
Philosophy at The University of Melbourne. 
 
Peter Evans is a member of St Simon’s Catholic Parish in Rowville.  He is very interested and engaged in 
both social justice and inter-faith issues, being a founding member of the Rowville Ecumencial Social Justice 
Network, which spans several Christian denominations, and the inaugural Chairperson of the Knox Inter-faith 
Network, for which he is now secretary and web-site administrator.  Peter has also undertaken studies in 
Christian Social Justice Teaching at Yarra Theological Union.  In his professional life he works for the 
services arm of a large IT company, so is leading SPC’s work to establish an innovative web-site. 

 

Peter Whiting, (Chair) 

After nearly 30 years in corporate life, Peter now works part-time as a consultant in business management 
which leaves time for involvement with a range of worthwhile endeavours. Apart from Social Policy 
Connections, Peter is actively involved on the Boards of the Melbourne Catholic Commission for Justice, 
Development and Peace, the Stride Foundation and Catholic Homes for the Elderly Inc. 

 

 

 

Regards, Bruce Duncan 
with the Establishment Committee of Social Policy Connections: Dr Stephen Ames, Peter Evans, Suzanne 
McManus, Jamie Pearce, Dr Paul Rule and Frank Webber (Treasurer) Peter Whiting (Chair). 

 


