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HOW WE CAN HELP RESHAPE OUR WORLD 

Globalisation and SPC  

 

 

The recent conference on Globalisation for the Common Good 

has strongly urged local groups to give more positive direction 

to the changes sweeping through all societies.  This call 

resonates profoundly with our own aspirations in Social Policy 

Connections. 

 
The world is entering an unprecedented period of transition, with the 

outcome very uncertain, according to Professor Joe Camilleri from La Trobe University’s Centre for 

Dialogue. 

 
Speaking at the conclusion of the “7th International Conference on Globalisation of the Common Good – an 

inter-faith perspective” in Melbourne in early July, Dr Camilleri said that the human future depended on 

how well we dispel fears and stereotypes to develop wider circles of friendship and understanding among 

peoples. Religious traditions were at the heart of most cultures, and hence were critically important to 

developing networks of trust, conversation and collaboration.  

 

 Professor Joe Camilleri 
 

Camilleri did not minimise the gravity of the issues confronting us. Hopes to develop a more  just and 

peaceful world are threatened by global warming, the new oil crisis, food shortages, financial instability in 

western economies, the corrosion of systems of global governance, religious and economic fundamentalism, 

armed conflicts and the danger from the proliferation of nuclear weapons.  

 
Professor Chandra Muzaffar from Malaysia urged the next international conference of Globalisation for the 

Common Good, to be held in Chicago in 2009, to focus on new approaches to economics that would lead to 

better social outcomes. He particularly called for the founding of new institutes that would explore the links 

between values, religious traditions and societies. 

 
A number of members of Social Policy Connections attended this conference, and we could feel our own 

aims and goals strongly affirmed. However, SPC is still only a small group of concerned people. We locate 

our core value base within the Christian social traditions, but do not intend to replicate what others like 

Professor Camilleri at the Centre for Dialogue or Pax Christi are already doing. Instead we wish to 

collaborate with and support such efforts as much as we can. For more information on the Globalisation for 

the Common Good initiative, see http://www.gcgmelbourne2008.info/. For the Centre for Dialogue, see 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/dialogue/. 

 

 



 

SPC is gradually widening its network of people and groups concerned about current social trends and 

wanting to contribute with their skills and resources.  

 
My own hopes for SPC and its research offshoot, the Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy, centre 

on four major areas: 

 

1. Spreading the conversation about a new global ethic, with a greater emphasis on solidarity with 

the distressed in all societies, and drawing on the work of people like Hans Kung and Charles 

Taylor. We need fresh vision.  

2. Redeveloping economic thinking to achieve a much more equitable distribution of resources and 

opportunities nationally and globally, and to ensure that as many as possible have a direct share as 

owners of the common wealth and are able to take part in decision-making about their resources. 

Here I suspect the thinking of people like Jeffrey Sachs, Amartya Sen and Muhammad Yunus has 

much to offer. 

3. Strengthening public opinion to implement practical efforts at social transformation, especially 

through such campaigns as the UN Millennium Development Goals. 

4. Widening the constituency of people concerned about war, nuclear weapons and conflict 

resolution. On these issues, the churches have rich traditions of thought and activism, but these 

remain unknown to many people and underutilised by the churches themselves. 

 
All these are urgent matters, relevant not just to Christians, but to people of all religions and of secular 

views as well. And of course there are other urgent issues too. SPC will continue consulting with its 

supporters about where we should concentrate our efforts, and we would glad to hear your views. 

 
Nevertheless SPC needs to tailor its cloth to its means. What SPC can achieve depends very much on 

practical collaboration of like-minded people, especially sharing their skills or financial support. We need 

academic depth to tackle these questions seriously, but also people with specialised skills to translate ideas 

into good policy and practical social outcomes. 

 
In coming months, SPC will endeavour to form some core working groups in key areas. We also need 

people with skills in office administration, accounting or legal aspects. If you would like to join us in this 

effort, we would be glad to talk with you. If you would like to become a member of SPC, you can find a 

form on our website. 

 

 

The Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy 
 

As we reported in our May newsletter, the Yarra Institute for Religion and Social Policy is in the process of 

moving into the newly refurbished graduate centre at Yarra Theological Union. The specialist social justice 

library will move to its new premises in mid-July, and the office of the Director, currently myself, will be 

furnished. As you may have seen in our May newsletter, Joan Daw is already busy with her research 

project, and we hope to have others under way shortly. We are most grateful for the encouragement and 

support from the administrations at Yarra Theological Union and the Melbourne College of Divinity. 

 
Thank you for your interest and concern. For more information of our ideas and activity, see our website at 

www.socialpolicyconnections.com.au. You can reach us still at PO Box 88, Richmond VIC 3121.  Phone 

(03) 9428 0799, and by email at spc.inc@optusnet.com.au, or our new address at 

info@socialpolicyconnections.com.au. 

 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Bruce Duncan, on behalf of the Board of SPC. 

 


