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Editorial by Bruce Duncan 
We are living in a time of acute paradox, with unprecedented opportunities for lifting human wellbeing 

everywhere challenged by dire new threats on a global scale.  

 

Rapid technological advances have meant decisive improvements in health care, education and general 

living standards for hundreds of millions of people in recent decades. And leading economists tell us we 

have the capability of further greatly reducing the numbers of people in hunger and most acute poverty 

within our lifetime. The United Nations has embraced this task through the Millennium Development 

Goals. 

 

Yet the implications of global warming, rising sea levels and climate change threaten to undermine many of 

these opportunities. Major sources of food supply are under increasing pressure, at a time when credit 

markets are struggling and many economies teeter on the edge of recession.  

 

Much depends on how well countries like Australia respond. So far Australia has been spared the harshest 

consequences of the recent economic turmoil. But our country must contribute as much as possible to the 

global efforts to improve international governance in all its aspects. Indeed Australia can play a much more 

important role in the campaign against global poverty.  

 

Our website item, International News, reports on the UN warning developed countries to increase their aid 

efforts to bolster the Millennium Development programs. Much has been achieved, but the UN insists we 

can and must do better still. Some 150 countries will gather on 25 September 2008 to assess progress, and 

determine what needs to be done to counter the new threats to human wellbeing. It will be a chance to see 

what contribution the Rudd government can make in this urgent global consultation. 

 
SPC and Yarra Institute settling into new home at Box Hill 

 

As you likely know from your own experience, it takes a little time to 

move house. Last month Social Policy Connections and the Yarra Institute 

for Religion and Social Policy moved from the St Ignatius Centre at 

Richmond into the new graduate centre at Yarra Theological Union in Box 

Hill. The electricians have been making final changes, and in early 

September our telephones were connected. So we are now more 

contactable. Social Policy Connections is renting an office next to the 

Yarra Institute. 

 

Our host, Yarra Theological Union, does not intend to open the graduate 

centre in which we are located until early 2009, and we have also decided 

to  postpone a  formal  launch of  the Yarra Institute until next year as well. 

The establishment committee of the Yarra Institute has been in discussion with the administration of Yarra 

Theological Union to formalise our relationship at the next meeting of the Senate of YTU. And we have 

almost finished the process of incorporating the Yarra Institute. 

 

This means that the Yarra Institute will formally constitute its Board of Directors, consisting of Dr Stephen 

Ames (chair), Drs Therese and Jim D’Orsa, Dr Rowan Ireland, Dr Robyn Reynolds and Dr Paul Rule. I 

have been nominated as the Director of the new Institute. We are very pleased to welcome Dr Wes 

Campbell on to the Board as well. Wes brings his strong background in debates about social justice issues. 

He is currently Uniting Church Chaplain at the University of Melbourne and convener of the National 

Working Group on Doctrine for the Uniting Church in Australia. 

 

 
Bedford Street Entrance 

 



 

Meanwhile, as you will see from the photos, the new site has  

plenty of room for functions and events, and Social Policy  

Connections will be inviting you to several public talks and  

forums in the next few weeks. You will then be able to  

inspect the social justice library in its new setting along  

with the other facilities. This library is open by appointment  

and when staff at SPC and the Yarra Institute are present. If  

you wish to visit us in our new offices, it is best to phone  

ahead since the offices are not staffed full-time. We assure  

you of a warm welcome.  

 
Developments on our website 
 

The website is a wonderful resource, and we are making almost daily additions to various sections, as we 

strive to make good use of it to increase our communication with our members and the wider public. Our 

coming events’ column is proving useful for many groups sending us information for posting on our site.  

 
We intend to develop a number of position statements on key areas of public policy. Mr Bill Frilay has 

written the first of these, ‘Australia’s Overseas Aid and Development Strategy’, now on our website. This is 

a critical issue for us, and Bill’s article provides a platform on which we can build in our advocacy and 

research. Bill has extensive experience in government and business relations. 

 
We also wish to develop our commentary and brief reports on 

issues that we suspect may not have been covered adequately in 

the metropolitan media. We have begun with UN reports on 

achievements and problems facing the Millennium Development 

Goals, and will augment this with other issues (see under 

Publications).  

 
We are about to open our letters column under a new section as 

well, and we would welcome readers submitting reviews of 

important books to that new column through our editor, Dr Paul 

Rule. 

 

Emmy Silvius has contributed two insightful articles for our 

members’ column, one on the new form of trafficking in unborn 

babies, and  another on the sinking of the SievX  refugee boat with  

the loss of 353 people nearly seven years ago. Emmy’s article drew comment from Michael Mullins in 

Eureka Street (15 September) and has been reproduced by Online Opinion.  

 
Let’s keep expanding the conversation with contributions from others with significant things to say. You 

can post submissions to ‘The Editor’ at our office or by email to editor@socialpolicyconnections.com.au.  

 

 

 

Conference Room 

Stephen Ames, Emmy Silvius & Bruce 

Duncan in the new Social Justice Library 


