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New leaders for  
Anglican & Catholic Christians 

Jamie Pearce* 

Readers of this newsletter will be aware of the new leadership of worldwide Christians that we have just 
seen installed. Just how has this taken place, and what will it mean? 

You may be wondering just what Jorge Mario Bergoglio, elected Pope on 13 March, will bring as the 266th 
Bishop of Rome. Others might be wondering just what Justin Welby, installed as Archbishop of 
Canterbury on 21 March, will bring as the 105th occupant of the Chair of Saint Augustine. 

It’s been observed that rarely have these two positions been occupied by such similar individuals as the 
immediate predecessors of the new Pope and the new ’Cantuar’ (as the Archbishop of Canterbury is known 
by the  Anglican cognoscenti). Both Pope Benedict and Archbishop Rowan Williams are highly regarded 
scholars, both are described as introverts, both have been known to carry very seriously the weight of their 
high office and the major challenges confronting them. Both were in their respective roles for roughly the 
same period.  

Their respective successors seem to be very different — and it is a well known factor in organisations that 
new appointments regularly reflect qualities seen as deficiencies, or even weaknesses, in their immediate 
predecessors. 

So, what of these newly installed successors, their backgrounds, how they were appointed, and most 
significantly, what challenges do they face as they take up their roles as Christian leaders in 2013? 

Backgrounds 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in 1936 in Argentina, the 
eldest of five children of an Italian immigrant railway worker. 
He went to a Don Bosco Salesian school, and graduated with 
a chemistry technician’s diploma. 

In 1958, he entered the Society of Jesus, and taught literature 
and psychology at a high school while advancing his studies 
in Santiago, Chile. He was ordained as a priest in 1969. After 
studying in Spain and becoming a professor of theology, he 
made his final vows as a Jesuit in 1973. He is fluent in 
Spanish, Latin, Italian, German and Ukrainian. In 1992, he 
was appointed Auxiliary Bishop, and in 1998, Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires. In 2001, he became a cardinal.  

Jorge Mario Bergoglio has a reputation for personal humility, 
doctrinal conservatism, and a strong commitment to social 
justice. As Archbishop, he did not live in the Archbishop’s 
grand residence, but in a small apartment, where he cooked 
for himself. He travelled by public transport. On Maundy 
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Thursdays, he  undertook personally to wash the feet of prisoners, old people, and the poor. 

While resolutely conservative on issues such as gay marriage and a traditionalist who restored a regular 
celebration of the Tridentine Mass as soon as this was re-authorised in 2007, he is close friends with Greek 
Orthodox and Evangelical Protestant priests. 

In 2000, he asked the entire Church in Argentina to don garments of public penance for sins committed 
during the time of the dictatorship of the generals. This could be seen in the context of claims that he did 
not stand up to the generals, and indeed was ineffective in seeking the release of two Jesuit priests who 
were arrested by the Argentine Navy and tortured in 1995. Shortly after his release, one of these priests, 
Orlando Yoris, was critical of Borgoglio’s efforts to seek his release. However, the other priest, Franz Jalics, 
recently defended his Archbishop’s efforts on the pair’s behalf, and it seems that this issue is unlikely to go 
any further.  

Justin Welby was born in 1956 in London. His parents divorced 
in 1959, and his mother remarried into a family with strong 
roots in the British conservative establishment, his stepfather 
being a member of the House of Lords. He was educated at Eton 
and Trinity College Cambridge, where he studied history and 
law. He is married with six children, one of whom was killed at a 
young age in a motor accident. 

On graduation he was employed by the French oil company, Elf 
Aquitaine, and subsequently by Enterprise Oil. He spent 11 years 
in the oil industry, including much time in Africa. When back in 
London, Welby began worshiping at Holy Trinity Brompton, a 
church with a high profile and a strong evangelical outreach 
program ‘Alpha’.  

Experiencing a strong sense of vocation to the priesthood, Welby 
was nevertheless told by an Anglo-Catholic bishop that there was 
not a place for him in the ministry. He persisted, and in 1989 
began his theological training. He was a curate from 1992 until 
1995, when he was appointed rector of a significant evangelically 
oriented parish. 

In 2002 Welby was appointed Canon in Residency at Coventry 
Cathedral, and worked at the International Centre for 
Reconciliation. In 2007 he became Dean of Liverpool Cathedral, 
and, unusually for those in the role of dean, in 2011 he was appointed a bishop, his ‘cathedra’ being in the 
11th century Cathedral of Durham. 

As one of the ‘Lords Spiritual’ in the House of Lords, Welby is involved in reviewing legislation, particularly 
issues relating to the corporate sector. His doctoral dissertation was published as a book, Can Companies 
Sin? 

Like the new Pope, the new Cantuar is a strong advocate for social justice, acknowledging the seminal 
influence of Roman Catholic teaching in this area.   

The process of appointments 

Cardinal Bergoglio, along with the other 179 cardinals, on 11 March entered the Sistine Chapel and the 
enclave to elect a new pope. While a contender, and probably a runner-up to Joseph Ratzinger at the last 
enclave, his name was not among those most discussed before the enclave as ‘papabile’. Nevertheless, on 
the second day of that enclave, and after four very black clouds of smoke billowed from the roof of the 
Sistine Chapel, the votes for the fifth ballot were burned, and the proverbial puff of white smoke — actually 
a chemically-assisted, persistent dense cloud — signaled the election of a new pope. Barely an hour later, 
Habemus Papam preceded the appearance of the new Pope Francis on the balcony of Saint Peter’s. 

Much less theatrical — and much more protracted — is the appointment of a new Cantuar. Back in 
September, the Crown Nominations Commission ‘took soundings’ and discussed the current needs of the 
Church and possible candidates before submitting two names, with one preferred, to the British Prime 
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Minister. On 9 November, the Prime Minister announced that the Queen had agreed that Justin Welby was 
to be appointed Archbishop of Canterbury.  

On 10 January, Welby was elected by a College of Canons at a ceremony at Canterbury Cathedral. On 4 
February at a ceremony in Saint Paul’s Cathedral in London, the Dean of Canterbury confirmed to a 
commission of senior bishops that Welby had been elected, whereupon Welby was no longer ‘Archbishop-
elect’, but officially Archbishop. Finally on 21 March, Justin Welby fronted up at the main door of 
Canterbury Cathedral and used his bishop’s staff to knock three times on the door. 

By ancient tradition, the door is opened, and the Archbishop is confronted by a group of bishops who ask 
him who he is and by what authority he comes. This time however, Justine Welby was met by a small girl 
who asked him the traditional questions. The ritual continued, leading up to the Archbishop sitting on the 
Chair of Saint Augustine — and that, finally, was it — he’s in — whew! 

Respective Challenges 

For Pope Francis, there is the immediate and terrible challenge of priestly child abuse and cover-ups. He 
has a secret report on apparent problems and scandals in the Vatican and the Curia. There are some pretty 
feisty nuns in the US. And, not only in the US, but in the western church more generally, this conservative 
Pope will be subjected to a range of complaints, expectations, and suggestions from ‘liberals’ who question 
the Church’s position on birth control, priestly celibacy, and the role of women in the western church, 
increasingly short of priests and candidates for the priesthood.  

Immediately after his election, Francis defied tradition by standing, rather than sitting, to receive the 
congratulations of the other cardinals. He maintains his simple steel pectoral cross and famously went by 
bus to pay his hotel bill personally. He began his recent ‘Urbis et Orbi’ address to the crowd in Saint Peter’s 
Square with “Buona sera”. This combination of humility, simplicity, and accessibility is immediately 
attractive, and there appears to be a level of enthusiasm for this new Pope. This may be a “first, fine, 
careless rapture” that will fade as the reality of continuity asserts itself and the charm of humility dissipates. 
But as of now, it looks like potential for some renewal. 

Archbishop Welby has his own big challenges. The tension is not going away between the Anglican Church’s 
evangelical and Anglo-Catholic traditions, but it highlights other tensions around women bishops and the 
push for gay marriage (which the evangelical Welby strongly opposes, but with which, being Anglican, he 
admits to “struggling ”). This tension expresses itself with defections, on the one hand, of priests and laity to 
a more extreme Anglo-Catholic breakaway church, and, in some cases, thanks to Pope Benedict’s initiative, 
full ‘turning to Rome’. (Francis has his own continuing rumblings from the followers of the late Archbishop 
Lefebvre to deal with).  

On the other hand, and probably more seriously, Welby has to deal with his own evangelical wing. In 
Australia, the evangelical diocese in Sydney was unable to tolerate Archbishop Rowan Williams’ apparent 
tolerance for women bishops and gay clergy in the US Episcopalian Church, along with a range of issues 
which are seen as ‘non-biblical’. Consequently, the Sydney Diocese is in close relationship with the 
emphatically evangelical Anglicans in Africa. 

And this highlights perhaps the most significant challenge to both leaders of ancient, essentially European 
(Italian and English) institutions. 

In the West, there is clear decline in church affiliation, attendance, and influence. But there is sustained and 
growing energy in the Roman Catholic Church in South America, the Philippines, Africa, and of course 
China. And there are, by some calculations, more committed Anglicans in Africa and India than in the rest 
of the Anglican Communion.  

Pope Francis comes from South America. Archbishop Welby knows Africa well (he was the target of an 
attempted assassination in Nigeria).  

They are both only days into their new jobs, but there will certainly be interesting times ahead. 
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