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Shock and dismay are reverberating around the world in 
response to the actions and speeches of President 
Trump. Like the proverbial bull in a china shop, Trump 
risks shattering the network of alliances and institutions 
of governance which the United States has in great part 
forged since the Second World War – the Pax 
Americana which we can no longer assume is securely in 
place.
Faced with an expansive China and a 
resurgent Russia, policymakers are 
aghast at the damage Trump is doing to 
the US’s position in world affairs. Trump 
has attacked NATO, the United Nations, 
the international Paris Climate 
Agreement, and is intending to reduce 
the US role and funding in the United 
Nations and other international 
organisations. He is initiating reviews 
into conventions the US has signed, and 
has expressed views in support of 
torture, though his advisors and generals 
prevented him authorising waterboarding.
Indicative of Trump’s own climate scepticism, he has 
appointed Scott Pruitt head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, a man who has sued the EPC 14 
times. Trump, in 2012, called global warming a plot by 
China to undermine US manufacturing.
International markets were surprised when Trump did 
in fact withdraw from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP) trade agreement, even though it favoured US 
interests heavily, particularly in intellectual property, 
pharmaceuticals, investment, and government 
procurement. This signals an end to the global pattern of 
trade liberalisation and investment, and a return to 
protectionist ‘America first’ policies. Trump appears to 
have given little thought to the implications for 
developing countries in particular.
As Nouriel Roubini wrote in The Guardian, Trump’s 
“erratic foreign policies are spooking world leaders, 

multinational corporations, and global markets 
generally”.
Disillusionment with Trump’s fiscal policies is likely to 
be massive. ‘Trickle-down’ economics will do little for 
blue collar workers, while favouring corporations and 
the rich. Almost half the proposed tax cuts are estimated 
to go to the top 1% of earners. Tax cuts will fuel inflation, 

and his trade policies could lead to 
retaliatory trade wars.
To make matters even worse, 
Trump intends to dismantle the 
Dodd-Frank Act and the regulatory 
measures Obama put in place to try 
to curtail the predatory behavior in 
finance and business circles, and to 
protect the economy from further 
meltdowns like the Global Financial 
Crisis. Blue-collar voters for Trump 
throughout the United States are in 
for a shock when they realise that 
he is following the agenda of right-

wing interests funding the Heritage Foundation and its 
allies to consolidate the power of the rich elite.

Turnbull’s thump from Trump
Australians have been especially shaken by Trump’s 
demeaning phone call with Prime Minister Turnbull. We 
think of ourselves as one of the closest allies of the 
United States, and our governments have followed the 
United States, foolishly as most would now say, into 
wars in Vietnam and Iraq especially, at the cost of many 
lives and much treasure.
Now Australia has to deal with a US president who has 
revealed himself as barely able to distinguish the truth 
from ‘false facts’, who is impetuous and rash in his 
judgement, totally inexperienced in diplomacy and 
international affairs, and wants to conduct government 
like a businessman bargaining hard for his deals. 

Trump unleashed: our worst fears realised
Bruce Duncan
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SPC Forum
Aid / welfare cannot be 
a proxy for development
Bill Armstrong AO
Wednesday 22 February 
7:30pm
Yarra Theological Union Study Centre 
34 Bedford Street Box Hill
Beginning with the Young Christian Workers’ 
Movement, Bill Armstrong has participated in many 
development organisations, including as national 
coordinator of the Churches’ Action for World 
Development (AWD), CEO of Australian Volunteers 
International, president of the Australian Council for 
International Development, and vice-present of 
Action Aid Australia (formerly AUSTCARE). He is 
currently co-chair of Indigenous Community 
Volunteers, and has a long involvement with Timor 
Leste.

Serious about social justice?
Consider study at Yarra Theological Union (YTU), or at other colleges within the University of 
Divinity in Melbourne. Undergraduate to higher degrees. Auditing also possible. 
YTU units include :
* Justice & Human Rights    * The History of Catholic Social Thought & Movements
* Equity & Sustainability: Pope Francis & Social Reform  * Major Issues in Contemporary Moral Theology    
* Comparative Study of Religions    * Social Teaching & Aboriginal Australians

Contact the Dean of Studies Yarra Theological Union 98 Albion Road Box Hill 3128  |  admin@ytu.edu.au  |  03 9890 3771

Trump a sideshow?
Richard Butler looks at the 
implications of President 
Trump on Australia’s foreign 
policy, and suggests it’s time for 
Australia to adopt an 
increasingly independent 

stance on international affairs, and particularly to break 
free of military alliances likely to entangle us in US wars 
which are not in our national interest.
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How do we explain 
Trump?
Trump’s election victory can be 
called a ‘revolution’. Like most 
revolutions, it came as a shock 
to the incumbents. Tony 
French considers whetheer the 

wave of populism which brought Trump to power is 
likely to be repeated in Australia

Abolishing nuclear 
weapons: step by step, 
or treaty?
Brian Johnstone writes that the 
situation regarding nuclear 
weapons is much more dangerous 
than it was a few years ago, with 
Russia and the United States both 
expanding their militaries, in 

addition to China of course, Johnstone considers the 
analysis by William J Perry about the new dangers of 
nuclear war in his book My journey at the Nuclear 
Brink.

We can still keep 
global warming below 
2 degrees C, but the 
hard work is about to 
start
Writing in The Conversation, 
Pep Canadell, Corinne le 

Quéré, and Glen Peters argue that the world might 
restrain global warming below 2 degrees C with use of 
clean energy, global declining coa use, and improved 
energy efficiency.

Struggling for decent 
housing
Book Review

Housing first, a path to social 
justice. The story of St Kilda 
community activism & the Port 
Phillip Housing Association

Anne Tuohey & Tony Lintermans

This is a story of new and old 
residents of St Kilda working togehter over decades to 
help shape their suburb into an increasingly socially 
responsive community, especially for low-income 
renters threatened with evictions as developers tried to 
reshape the district for their commercial interests.
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