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in jobs, wages, and GDP, with what lack of foresight 

have we created such housing pressures to emerge and 

such an incidence of homelessness on our streets? 

Soberingly, Professor Richard Tomlinson, Professor of 

Urban Planning, in his review of the extensive recent 

literature on Australian housing policy, concludes that 

the current policy mix distorts the housing market, 

and is ultimately acting as a 

form of social welfare biased in 

favour of the wealthy. If he is 

correct, what does that say 

about Australian values? If the 

younger generation is ever to 

afford to house itself, how can 

it achieve this end when we 

have allowed the scandal of a 

youth unemployment rate in 

excess of 13% to become 

entrenched in our economic 

life? 

For my next set of 

unAustralian values, I am 

ashamed to cite the treatment 

of asylum seekers in detention centres on Manus 

Island and Nauru. Perhaps unwisely, the Pope has 

recently referred to detention centres for refugees and 

asylum seekers as similar to “concentration camps”. 

As Klaus Neumann notes in his article on The 

Globalization of Indifference, such comments 

nonetheless make a forceful point about our 

attentiveness to people in great distress. 

Of course, we need not go offshore to cite examples of 

our inadequate attentiveness. Australia’s First Peoples 

continue to die far earlier and experience a higher 

burden of disease and disability than other 

Australians. Why are we not able adequately to 

address the housing, education, and employment of 

indigenous Australians in a culturally relevant way? Is 

it perhaps that our failure to embrace constitutional 

recognition is another example of our confusion about 

“Australian values”? 

In putting forward the proposal to revamp the 

Australian citizenship test, Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull stated that most people would be pleased 

that “…we are standing up for Australian values”. At 

first flush, this seems an appealing proposition. But a 

closer observation opens up a host of issues. 

In an Australia where there are growing divisions 

sourced in inequality of 

opportunity, income and wealth 

disparity, alarm about the scale 

and mix of immigration, and 

disagreement about the balance 

between development and 

sustainability, can we even 

discern what today constitutes 

shared “Australian values”? 

When the example questions 

for the new test are considered, 

they raise the genuine concern 

that they are shaped to play on 

the fear created in the media 

and within politics by conflating 

the idea of terrorism with being 

Muslim. 

Are we being treated to an opportunistic and rather 

shabby attempt to achieve political traction, rather 

than espouse Australian values? In the light of my 

remarks about our society’s sharp divisions, it would 

be indeed presumptuous for me now to list what I 

consider to be “Australian values”! 

UnAustralian values to avoid? 

Let me state some examples of what I consider should 

NOT be Australian values. For my first set of 

‘unAustralian values’, I echo observations that Jenny 

Begent made in our last newsletter (insert link). 

Acceptance of an entrenchment of poverty and 

disadvantage in Australia and denial of the 

opportunity to flourish are surely not what we want to 

see characterising Australia. 

In a period of over 20 years of uninterrupted growth 

Who defines Australian values? 

Peter Whiting 
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Which housing issues 

should the budget tackle? 

Richard Tomlinson in  

The Conversation 

"The failure to resolve housing issues, besides being 

thoroughly unfair, harms Australia’s productivity as 

well", writes Prof Richard Tomlinson in his review of 

many articles published in The Conversation. He 

insists the housing crisis is not a problem of supply, 

but of perverse policies subsidising home owners and 

investors at the expense of the less affluent and the 

poor through negative gearing and capital gains tax 

concessions. "Fiscal policies that benefit home owners 

significantly distort the economy, inflate housing 

prices, and create risks that permeate from 

households to the national economy."  

Refugee camps & 

concentration camps 

Klaus Neumann 

Did Pope Francis ‘mis-speak’ 

when he referred to many refugee 

camps being “of concentration 

type, because of the people left 

there”? Andrew Bolt, in the Australian Herald 

Sun, called the Pope a “fool if he cannot tell the 

difference between a Nazi concentration camp and a 

refugee camp”. Klaus Neumann examines the history 

and uses of the term ‘concentration camp’. He points 

to a similarity between Nazi camps and refugee camps 

like Nauru and Manus Island, in that many people 

simply cover their eyes and ears, and pretend not to 

know what is happening or take any responsibility. 

It’s becoming easier than 

ever to go to war 

John Menadue 

We used to think the gravest 

decision any government could 

make was to take its country to 

war. Not any more. Going to war 

for us has now become almost 

commonplace. We commit to war after war – 

Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan – but we are unwilling to 

contemplate the disaster each of those wars has 

brought, not only to Australians, but also to millions 

of other people. But, rather than face up to our 

mistakes, we hide behind the valour of service 

personnel who have made sacrifices. 

Dr Race Mathews 
in conversation with 
Professor Paul Smyth 

on Of Labour & 

Liberty: Distributism in 

Victoria 1891-1966 

Tuesday 16 May 7:30-9pm 

YTU Study Centre 34 Bedford Street Box Hill 

Donations welcome. Refreshments afterwards. 

Of Labour & Liberty questions whether political 

democracy can survive indefinitely in the 

absence of economic democracy, of labour 

hiring capital, rather than capital labour. It 

highlights the potential of the social teachings 

of the Catholic Church, and its largely 

forgotten Distributist political philosophy. 

Pope Francis delivered the 

hard talk about the 

economy that Davos 

didn’t 

Lawrence Chong 

“Pope Francis will find a rising 

consensus in the business world about how it is no 

longer just about caring for victims in the economy, 

but also about how to prevent additional victims. The 

Economy of Communion Network was founded by 

Chiara Lubich in 1991 to encourage businesses to put 

aside a portion of their profits for the poor. 

Reclaiming the co-

operative tradition in 

Catholic & Labour 

streams: Of Labour & 

Liberty by Race Mathews 

Reviewed by Bruce Duncan 

As one of Australia’s most eminent Labor figures and 

historians, Race Mathews has offered a fresh 

interpretation of the Australian labour movement over 

the last 125 years, examining the development and 

impact of Catholic social ideas and movements. 

Of Labour & Liberty: Distributism in Victoria 1891-

1966, probes proposals to develop an economy with 

widespread ownership and participation by workers in 

the management of their industries and workplaces.  
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