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attack by a semi-official Vatican paper on the 
politicisation of right-wing Catholic groups in the 
United States, allegedly in alliance with extreme 
fundamentalist Protestant groups. He notes that the 
politicisation of church networks by powerful sectional 
interests often sidelines fundamental social principles 
of human rights, equity, and distributive justice. The 
somewhat clumsy Roman article could have been 
clearer than it was in critiquing a political ideology 
designed to justify the wealth and power of rich elites, 

and not just in the United States. 

The historian, Henry Reynolds, in 
Memories and Massacres, recalls 
the deeply disturbing history of 
colonial mistreatment and even 
large massacres like a war against 
Australia’s First Peoples, urging 
us to reassess our attitudes to 
current generations and restore 
their rights and new opportunities 
as full citizens in their ancient 
land. 

And John Menadue in his article 
Chilcot – the Iraq War and 
Murdoch’s war on critics, 

reminds us that the 2003 invasion of Iraq was based 
on contrived evidence and public opinion, misled by 
powerful sections of the media. Millions have died 
following that war, and tens of millions have been 
displaced, yet none of the architects of the war have 
been brought to account. 

How would you like Social Policy Connections to 
develop? Social justice is ultimately about personal 
virtue promoting the good of society and all its people. 
How, therefore, does the Board of Social Policy 
Connections best represent its core purpose? The 
propositions of ‘promoting virtue’ or ‘promoting the 
common good’ are unlikely to help us focus tightly 
enough to guide us forward. They nonetheless 
constitute the very rationale for our organisation. 

The Board will continue its deliberations at our next 
meeting on 17 August. We greatly welcome hearing 
your views, as supporters and participants. 

You can either email any of us on the Board of 
Directors at admin@socialpolicyconnections.com.au, 
or write to us at Social Policy Connections, PO Box 
505, Box Hill Victoria 3128. 

The Board of Social Policy Connections is currently 
challenging itself to sharpen its core purpose and 
reassess ways to promote debate about social justice 
among our supporters and readers, in a context of 
faith and ecumenical commitment. 

It is not a simple endeavour. Were we a specific 
purpose organisation, say, opposed to human 
trafficking or seeking to eliminate homelessness, 
stating our core purpose would be straightforward. 
But when we identify as educating 
and informing on social justice 
issues, we immediately open up a 
broad range of topics. 

This reality is captured in one of 
the many definitions of ‘social 
justice’: “The virtue which inclines 
one to cooperate with others to 
help make the institutions of 
society serve the common good”. 
Clearly, we are ultimately talking 
about promoting “virtue”, about 
encouraging in each person good 
moral principles and practices 
which work to the betterment of 
society. 

This month’s newsletter illustrates the breadth of such 
an endeavour. Peter Woods, in his recent presentation 
on West Papua, is certainly informing us, but is 
essentially urging us to recognise the human dignity of 
West Papuans by solidarity with them in efforts to end 
their dispossession and to uphold their rights to self-
determination. 

Sarah Puls, in her commentary on Peter Dutton’s 
charge of ‘fake refugees’, explains how Australia’s 
treatment of refugees on Nauru and Manus Island 
continues to distress and traumatise these 
unfortunate people who sought our protection, and 
suggests what we can do as individuals and groups. 

Leah Ruppanner, in her article from The 
Conversation, asks whether we are in a demographic 
crisis because inadequate government economic and 
social policies prevent couples from having the time 
and resources to raise the number of children they 
desire. She highlights policy settings adversely 
impacting couples, and identifies challenges to 
achieving an equitable society. 

Bruce Duncan examines the controversy over a recent 
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Our sincere thanks to all those who have renewed 

their subscriptions to SPC, or made a donation.  

We rely on your generosity in what has been almost 

entirely a probono effort since we began our public 

forums in 2006. If you would like to help support us, 

go to our website  for membership or donation forms. 

SPC & the Economy of 

Communion present 

A people-centred approach for  

the economy 
Wednesday 23 August 7:30-9pm 
Kathleen Syme Library & Community Centre 

Booking 
essential 

Lorraine Lipson  
llipson7@gmail.com | 0419 687 593 

Enquiries Lorraine Lipson as above 

 Bruce Duncan 
admin@socialpolicyconnections.com.au | 
0419 897 971 

Increasing calls for self-

determination for West 

Papua 
Human rights abuses in West 
Papua are causing Melanesian and 
Polynesian countries throughout 
the Pacific to voice increasing 

alarm in international forums, and 
to call for genuine self-

determination for West Papuans. 

Speaking at the SPC forum on 2 August at Box Hill 
were Louise Byrne and Rev Peter Woods. Rev Woods 
urges Australians not to turn a blind eye to the 
dispossession of and cruelty to Papuans. 

Curious Vatican article 

challenges right-wing US 

Catholics 

Bruce Duncan 
A sharp attack by a semi-official 
Vatican newspaper on the 
politicisation of right-wing US 
Catholics last month has 

highlighted a widening breach among US Christian 
groups and the manipulation of religion for political 
ends. The Jesuit-owned Civilta Cattolica often reflects 
Vatican views, and the authors of the article are strong 
supporters of Pope Francis. Critics point out that the 
style is not that of Francis, but supporters of the 
article, while recognising that it is clumsy and not 
intimately aware of the nuances in US politics, applaud 
it for opposing the corrosion of Catholic social teaching 
by partisan business and political interests.  

Fake refugees? 

Unpacking Minister’s 

‘lodge or leave’ policy 

Sarah Puls 
I was stunned by the cruelty and 
disingenuousness of Minister 

Dutton’s statement, accusing those who have come to 
Australia seeking safety from persecution and who 
have not yet lodged their application for protection, as 
“fake refugees” who have “refused to apply” for a visa. 

Sarah Puls is a Good Samaritan Sister, who has been 

working with refugee services. 

Australians want more 

children than they have, 

so are we in the midst of a 

demographic crisis? 

Leah Ruppanner 
From The conversation 
Australians want more children 
than they actually have, according 

to newly released data. According to data over 15 
years, by age 40, Australian men and women desire 
1.5 more children than they actually have, and only 
30% of Australian men and women report having 
their desired number of children by age 35.  

Memories & Massacres 

Henry Reynolds 
The Australian frontier was a 
violent place. Conflict erupted 
around the fringes of settlement 
from the last years of the C18th 

until the second and even third decade of the C20th. 
Pioneer ethnographers Fison and Howitt observed in 
1880 that the advance of settlement had been marked 
by ‘a line of blood’. It was a reality hidden away and 
then forgotten during the first half of the C20th. 
Generations of Australians brought up with a sunny 
anodyne version of the national story were shocked 
when historians returned to truths self-evident to 
their ancestors. 

Chilcot—the Iraq war & 

Murdoch’s war on critics 

John Menadue 
Our authors at Social Policy 
Connections strongly opposed the 

invasion of Iraq in 2003, and disputed the so-called 
evidence used to justify Australia’s involvement. There 
has still been no full accountability for the disasters 
that followed the invasion. 

John Menadue reposted in his blog of 1 July 2014 on 
the role of News Corp and Rupert Murdoch in the Iraq 
disaster. ‘The Chilcot Report confirms News Corp 
publications misled readers and viciously attacked 
their opponents, demonstrating that it is indeed a 
rogue organisation.’ 
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