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Subsidiarity – empowering people to
take responsibility.
Peter Whiting

Not even sure what ‘subsidiarity’ is, let alone whether it is
relevant to today’s problems? No need to feel inadequate. It is
an awkward word, and its meaning can be elusive. It emerged
in Catholic Social Teaching in 1931 in Pius XI’s social
encyclical, Quadragesimo Anno. It was asserted as a
fundamental principle of social philosophy that ‘one should
not withdraw from individuals and commit to the community
what they can accomplish by their own enterprise’.
Its roots lie in the intent to protect the dignity and rights of
the individual. More recent usage has seen its meaning
embrace the idea that a central authority should only perform
those tasks which cannot be performed at a local level.
So why pose the question here and now? We are experiencing
around the world a number of
unrelated large-scale protest
movements which seem broadly
to have in common only that
they are each demanding
increased political freedom and
social equality.
In Iraq, protestors are
demanding an end to the
current political system, which
they allege has given rise to
corruption and economic
collapse.
In Lebanon, protests have cut
across political and religious
divides, also demanding an end
to government corruption and
social inequality.
In Hong Kong, protestors have for nearly six months been
seeking the resignation of leader Carrie Lam, as well as
universal suﬀrage for the Hong Kong parliament.
In Chile, early protests about a transport fare hike have grown
into a broad movement against inequality and poor economic
management.
In Pakistan, a protest movement styled as a ‘Freedom March’
points to the conflict over Kashmir and to poor economic
management.

Growing threats to democratic values
The nature of each of these protests highlights that the
country leaders in each case are committed to a model of
strong centralist government and its associated exercise of
power, while those protesting on the streets are seeking
empowerment and social equity. There is no doubt that rapid
digital communication of information and eﬃcient transport
have been enabling factors in the centralisation of government
and power.
But these developments are alienating many local groups, who

feel ‘left out’ and increasingly marginalised. They feel
‘powerless’, seeking to exercise power by acting in concert
as a group.
None of the groups is calling for increased ‘subsidiarity’,
but surely that is what is implied by their calls for change.
If social justice and accountability are to be the outcomes,
then increased exercise of subsidiarity in government is
required.
The need for the practice of greater subsidiarity is not
restricted to the examples cited here. In this newsletter, we
carry two articles relating to the pursuit of an indigenous
voice in government.
Eddie Synot laments Ken
Wyatt’s proposed “voice to
government” marks another
failure to hear indigenous
voices.
Susan Connelly, in her
article Mirrors & Flags,
writes of the violence in
Papua and West Papua, and
the demands of the Papuans
for the United Nations to
hold a properly supervised
referendum on
independence.
This newsletter also
addresses two aspects of
climate change :
Jeremy Smith calls for
radical planning and action
to address Our Climate Crisis.
Chris Barrie asserts that Climate change poses a ‘direct
threat’ to Australia’s national security. It must be a political
priority.
In an endeavour to present the true faces of Newstart
recipients, Owain Emslie puts before us Five charts on
what a Newstart recipient really looks like.
Bruce Duncan implores Mr Morrison, please do not
abandon innocent Aussie children in Syria.
‘Subsidiarity’ will probably never catch on as a word. We
do, however, hear it echoed in terms like ‘devolvement’,
‘self-determination’, ‘delegation’, or even ‘independence’.
Whichever term we use, it is symptomatic of the
increasingly globalised world in which we live that
localised ethnic, religious, cultural, socio-economic, or
political groups are struggling to have their voices heard.
It may seem counter-intuitive, but if we are to become a
cohesive and united world, then our political, economic,
and social processes will need to embrace the notion of
‘subsidiarity’.
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SPC 14th Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 11 December 2019 7pm
34 Bedford Street Box Hill
The AGM will be followed at 7:30 by an address by

Bruce Duncan CSsR
Pope Francis’s advocacy on
inequality & the climate
emergency. Is it proper? Is it
enough?.

Mr Morrison, please don’t
abandon innocent Aussie
children in Syria
Bruce Duncan

Some 65 Australian women and
children are stuck in a dangerous no-man’s-land, the Al-Hol
detention camp in Syria, which contains up to 70,000 women
and child detainees, families of IS militants and displaced
civilians. The Australian government has refused requests
from the Kurdish authorities guarding the camp and the
governments of Turkey and the USA, as well as from
international groups, for all countries to take back their
nationals for trial, if need be. UK, Belgium, France, and
Germany have been attempting to do so in the recent ceasefire
with Turkey.
The Morrison government has argued that it is too dangerous
to risk the lives of other Australians by extracting these wives
and children of ISIS militants. But Kurdish authorities have
repeatedly oﬀered to take the evacuees to the border towns or
an embassy in Erbil, or elsewhere. All that is needed is a
request from the Australian government. Meanwhile,
journalists have been flooding the camp in the recent ceasefire
period. How unsafe is that?

Our climate crisis
Jeremy Smith

The Armidale Express stated on its
front page of 24 October, ‘There was
wild cheering in the council chamber,
and every councillor took a bow, as
Armidale Regional Council declared a climate emergency’.
The motion called on the community to adapt to climate
change and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The need for
urgent action at all levels of government was noted.
So, my local community, like some others, is finally waking
up to the fact that this drought is not just another drought,
albeit the worst ever. After this drought, there will soon be
another, and another, probably yet worse. The climate has
changed, and continues to change.

Climate change poses a
‘direct threat’ to Australia’s
national security. It must be
a political priority
Chris Barrie

It is evident from Australia’s increasingly severe droughts
and record-breaking heatwaves that time is running out to
take action on climate change.
Yet, despite persistent calls from eminent scientists to reduce
global dependence on fossil fuels, a call to action has gone
unanswered by our political leaders.
And, here in Australia, we aren’t just facing an environmental
threat. There are significant implications for our national
security and defence capabilities with which we haven’t fully
reckoned either.

What a Newstart recipient
really looks like
Owain Emslie

First, Newstart recipients are a lot older
than you might think. Half are over 45. Partly, this is because
unemployed people aged 24 or less are likely to be receiving
Youth Allowance.
But, even if we include unemployed Youth Allowance
recipients in the figure, an outsized 45% of all unemployment
benefit recipients are over 45. One quarter are over 55.
Women on Newstart are still older than this: 51% of female
job-seekers are over 40, compared to 42% of male jobseekers.

Ken Wyatt’s proposed
‘voice to government’
marks another failure to
hear Indigenous voices

Eddie Synot

Many will feel a sense of déjà vu when reading the minister
for Indigenous Australians’ announcement of a co-design
process for a ‘voice to government’. This is yet another
process in the long journey of Indigenous people to set things
right and for our voices to be heard.
Ken Wyatt’s announcement states Indigenous people will
have “the opportunity to have their say on the development of
an Indigenous voice to government”.
This is new and worrying. This ‘voice to government’ is to be
legislated and separate to the question of symbolic
constitutional recognition.

Mirrors & flags: the
situation in West Papua

Susan Connelly

As the widespread violence continues in
West Papua in the last quarter of 2019,
the Australian Foreign Aﬀairs Minister has called on both
sides to exercise ‘absolute restraint’. Both sides. The use of
this innocuous-sounding phrase is itself a deeply fraudulent
act. It continues all Australian governments’ consistent
support of Indonesia by painting as some form of equal
contest atrocities on the part of heavily-armed Indonesian
army and police against civilians with sticks and knives.

Catholic Social Ministry
Conference

Delivering Catholic Social
Teaching through community
services & public advocacy

23 November 2019 9:30am-5:30pm
Thomas Carr Centre 278 Victoria Parade East Melbourne
Conference Chair Patrice Scales
Speakers 9:30am
• Bruce Duncan Social Policy Connections: Cardĳn’s vision of Catholic
Social Ministry & his importance today.
• Greg Crafter chair National Catholic Education Commission: Lay
formation through education & service.
• Robyn Miller CEO MacKillop Family Services: The role of Catholic
organisations in protecting & supporting the poor and vulnerable.
• Christine Carolan National Executive Officer Australian Catholic
Religious against Trafficking in Humans ACRATH: Social needs beyond
traditional areas of health & social services.
Afternoon sessions 1:45-3:45pm Parish Social Ministry
Discussion 4-5:30pm chaired by Patrice Scales:
The priorities & promotion of Catholic Social Ministry.

