
Sustainable Development Goals point to
how to address post-Covid reforms

Peter Whiting
As Covid-19 restrictions ease progressively throughout our
States and Territories, focus is now on steps to recovery. The
Prime Minister has announced that the new National
Cabinet will replace the Council of Australian Governments
(COAG), focusing the new body on job creation. The
consensus among State and Federal leaders, the Reserve
Bank, and industry bodies is that we cannot return to the
‘old normal’, and that reform is required.
Just how should the National Cabinet determine which
reform is appropriate, and which projects warrant support?
We are already seeing candidates proposed. Opposition
Leader Anthony Albanese has recently announced a five-
point Labor plan to stimulate housing and construction.
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg
stated that we need to boost
growth on the back of major
reforms to strengthen the
private sector and deliver
economic dividend. Victoria’s
State Premier sees the majority
of reform as driven by the
States, and listed tax, skills
training, and infrastructure
spending as areas of focus.
Clearly, the task of the National
Cabinet will be to weigh all
options and develop a clear
plan of approach, while seeking
to minimise ideological bias.
A good filter would be the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
The UN website considers the
pandemic a call for major
social and economic reforms:
Leveraging this moment of crisis, when policies and social
norms have been disrupted, bold steps can steer the world
back on track towards the Sustainable Development Goals.
This is the time for change, for a profound systemic shift to a
sustainable economy for people and the planet.
The Sustainable Development Goals are vital for a recovery
which leads to green inclusive economies and strong resilient
societies.

The 17 goals provide a framework for balancing projects.
Not only do they contain items seemingly favoured by
political leaders, such as industry innovation, infrastructure,
and improvement in educational opportunities, but they
also call for the elimination of poverty, reduction in
inequality, access to clean affordable energy, and action on
climate. If these goals were genuinely embraced by the new
National Cabinet, then we could well see genuine and
lasting reform.
In this month’s newsletter, Glenn Banks, in his article
Climate: why we need to focus on increased consumption
as much as on population growth, addresses another of the

SDGs, namely ‘responsible consumption and production’.
Frank Jotzo expresses his concerns that theMorrison
government dangles new carrots for industry, but fails to
address the great climate problem.
Bruce Duncan, in his article On resetting our economic
compass after Covid-19, explores which economic settings
we should follow, citing thought leaders who argue that we
can and must increase our care for people and planet.
Michael Keating asksWhen should the budget deficit be
unwound?. He concludes that the biggest risk to recovery
would be premature action to reduce the deficit, and cites
The Economist : “rich-world governments will make a big
mistake if they succumb to premature and excessive worries

about deficits”.
Giles Parkinson, in his article
Gas lobby seizes Covid
moment, but declares war on
Australia’s future, is highly
critical of recent fuels policy
advice to government.
The SDGs are not merely
aspirational goals for poor
countries; they represent a
balanced set of goals for the
world, for rich and poor, to
pursue to 2030. It is indeed
rich countries like Australia
who need to do the heavy
lifting for some of the goals,
such as action on climate,
responsible production and
consumption, and minimising
inequality. The National

Cabinet would do well to have the SDGs clearly in their
sights as they begin the task of post Covid-19 recovery.
For something quite different, we publish Lisa Bright’s
review ofMy Cry is to all that Live: voices of Women &
Earth in the Gospels by Mary Burke FMM. “From its rich
and original iconography, through to imaginary
conversations with female characters or nature itself, this
book did not disappoint”.

Support Social Policy Connections
Social Policy Connections informs and educates on social
justice from the perspective of Christian thought, without
the backing of political parties, church bodies, or other
interest groups. We appreciate the volunteers who keep us
going and provide financial support through memberships
and donations.
It’s time for our annual membership renewal notices. We
invite readers of our website to pledge support through
annual $40 membership or donation. Covid-19 has hit the
not-for-profit sector hard, and SPC is no exception. Please
give thought to supporting our activities.
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Morrison government
dangles new carrots for
industry, but fails to fix
climate policy problem
Frank Jotzo
The intricacies of climate change policy

have not been front of mind for the Australian government
this last half year, but the issue is now back on the agenda.
Recently, a review was released into new low-cost sources of
emissions reduction, chaired by energy industry executive
Grant King. The government has accepted many of its
recommendations.
Federal energy minister Angus Taylor says the changes create
new ways to reduce emissions across the industrial,
manufacturing, transport, and agriculture sectors. The
package spells a broadening of existing mechanisms, and may
open the door to some improved outcomes. But the existing
climate policy patchwork remains deeply inadequate, and, in
practice, the changes may do little more than channel
government funding to industry.
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Climate explained: why we
need to focus on increased
consumption as much as on
population growth
Glenn Banks
The question of population is more

complex than it may seem, in the context of climate change,
as well as in other issues such as biodiversity loss and
international development.
As a starting point, let’s look at “out-of-control population
growth”. In fact, population growth is more ‘in control’ than it
has been for the past 50 years. The global rate of population
growth has been declining from just over 2% per year in 1970
to less than 1.1% in 2020 (and this estimate was made before
COVID-19 erupted globally).
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Action for a Fair World
Yarra Theological Union study
unit with Dr Bruce Duncan
Explore influences on Pope Francis,
his advisers, and collaborators,
including those involved in
developing the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. Under
consideration are the roles of

religion, values, and economics in shaping a fair world.
Classes 6pm Mondays from 27 July 2020 for 12 weeks.
Enrolments 6-16 July 2020 (accreditation or audit).
See the YTU Handbook, or contact the Registrar at 03
9890 3771 | registrar@ytu.edu.au.

Pope Francis at the UN
General Assembly before it
voted for the SDGs. UN Photo/
Evan Schneider. flickr cc.

When should the budget
deficit be unwound?
Michael Keating
It would be counterproductive too
quickly to wind down the JobKeeper
and JobSeeker programs and tighten
the budget. In particular, education,
international tourism, and the arts and

entertainment industries may well require further assistance.
In addition, there are good social reasons that it would not be
fair to return to the previous rate of $40 per day for
unemployed persons under Newstart.
The present budget deficit is an appropriate response to the
present recession. And the biggest risk to the recovery would
be premature action to reduce that deficit. As the Economist
put it recently, “rich world governments will make a big
mistake if they succumb to premature excessive worries about
deficits”.
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On resetting our economic
compass after Covid-19
Bruce Duncan
Greatly concerned about the social and
economic consequences of the
pandemic, significant voices urge us to
reshape public policies and reset our
compass towards a fair sustainable
economy. Reserve Bank Governor

Philip Lowe, in a speech on 21 April, urged collaborative
economic reforms to develop “strong and sustainable growth
and rising living standards for all Australians”. But, as Dr Joe
Zabar deputy CEO of Catholic Social Services Australia
comments, we need tax reform but not necessarily tax cuts,
industrial relations reform “but not reduced working
conditions and job security under the guise of increased
flexibility”.
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Gas lobby seizes Covid
moment, & declares war on
Australia’s future
Giles Parkinson
This is the critical decade. Scientists
tell us repeatedly and with a near
unanimous voice that serious
emissions reductions must be achieved
in the next 10 years if the world is to

flatten the emissions curve and give itself half a chance of
capping average global warming at less than 2°C. A target of
1.5°C may already be out of reach.
Australia finds itself at a critical juncture. It benefits from the
stunning cost reductions in solar, wind, and battery storage,
and key institutions have mapped out a path to a high
renewable energy grid.
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My Cry is to All That Live:
Voices of Women & Earth in
the Gospels by Mary Burke
Reviewed by Lisa Bright
I was intrigued when invited to review
Mary Burke’s My Cry is to All That Live:
Voices of Women & Earth in the
Gospels, as the book moved outside of
my normal interests. I don’t often
explore an ecofeminist point of view, and
I wasn’t sure I would find this book

relatable. Yet, right from the preface, I was hooked. It
promised to offer a refreshing exploration of the Gospels
through the lens of today’s world. From its rich and original
iconography, through to imaginary conversations with female
characters or with nature itself, this book did not disappoint.


